Which Quadratics To Factor?

How complicated an expression should students be able to factor? 

Task:

Circle expressions that you think all students should be able to factor “by hand” by the end of high school.
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Teacher Reflection:

Discuss the results, specifically with reference to these questions:

· Can the students “handle” this level of factoring complexity?

· Are there other reasons for factoring?

· Can less instructional time be spent on factoring quadratics?

· How can instruction on factoring quadratics be integrated with instruction on:

· solving quadratic equations

· graphing quadratic functions

· modeling and solving (real-world) problems with quadratics

