
 
 
  
             
 
 

 
 

Social Studies Statewide Evaluation 
2014-2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 

K-12 Teacher Sample 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by: 
 
Neal Pollock, MA 
Mary E. Losch, PhD 
Center for Social and Behavioral Research 
University of Northern Iowa 
 
June 2015 

 

 
  



1 
 

Background 
At the request of the Iowa Department of Education, investigators at the University of Northern 
Iowa (UNI) were asked to assess several key dimensions of Social Studies education in Iowa.   
 
The project was completed by UNI’s Center for Social and Behavioral Research (CSBR) under 
the direction of Mary Losch and the project was coordinated by Neal Pollock.  In addition to 
overall project guidance provided by Stefanie Wager at the Iowa Department of Education, Chad 
Christopher, UNI Social Science Teaching Advisor, assisted with the development of the 
assessments and provided consultation throughout the project. 
 
 
Study Design 
Fashioned after other assessments of educational curricula and associated needs, the assessments 
were developed to include teacher knowledge of the social studies curriculum, instructional 
practice information, and content knowledge about social studies instruction.  Special attention in 
the analysis was focused on determining any differential practice and needs between K-5 and 6-
12 levels of instruction. 
 
The key questions to be answered by the assessment were: 
 

• How much time is being devoted to social studies each week? 
• What is the current curriculum being utilized in each district? 
• How do elementary teachers define/describe their social studies teaching? 
• What is the current progression of courses in each district K-12? 
• What are the perceptions of facilitators/barriers to teaching social studies? 
• What is the certification level of classroom social studies teachers? 
• How much professional development do social studies teachers in each district receive 

each year?  What are the focus areas for this professional development?  
• What needs exist for additional professional development? 
• Are there barriers to professional development and if so, what are they? 
• What is the familiarity of teachers with the Iowa Core in Social Studies and the ELA 

literacy standards for history/social studies?   
• How are AEAs supporting social studies?  
• What needs can be met by the state regarding social studies?  

 
 
Data were collected from K-12 teachers via online questionnaires (administered using Qualtrics).  
To assure that all key issues are included and addressed appropriately, a small number of pretests 
were conducted prior to the launch of the survey.  Following the field period, descriptive 
analyses were conducted and are presented here. 
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K-12 Teacher Sample 
 
Sample Recruitment for Teachers 
 
Because no complete data source exists for social studies teachers in the state of Iowa, it was not 
possible to directly contact teachers.  Instead, invitations were sent via principals.  In all, 1,342 
public and private principals in the state of Iowa were sent an email using contact information 
available on the Iowa Department of Education website (https://www.educateiowa.gov/). This 
email included a brief description of the study and a request to forward an embedded survey link 
to their social studies teachers. Elementary school principals were asked to send the link to all of 
their teachers, whereas middle and high school principals were asked to send the link only to 
their social studies teachers. Principals were also asked to provide the number of teachers who 
were sent the link. 
 
Not all principals provided the numbers of teachers that they contacted.  Therefore, a precise 
response rate cannot be calculated.  For the information provided, 251 principals reported 
emailing the survey link to 2,685 teachers. Of the principals who provided the number of 
teachers they forwarded, 568 (21%) of teachers responded. However, many principals did not 
respond with the number of teachers they forwarded to, and this response rate only represents 
37.2% of the total amount of completed teacher responses (1,528). Teachers from all but two of 
Iowa’s 99 counties were represented within this sample. 

 

Sample Characteristics 

Grade Level 

Of the 1,528 teacher respondents, 46.5% indicated that they taught at the elementary level, 
21.7% at the middle school level, 25.8% at the high school level, and 4.8% reported that they 
taught both middle and high school. Less than 2% of the teacher sample reported teaching both 
middle and high school, in all three levels (i.e., elementary, middle, high school), or some other 
level.  

 Teachers 
(n = 1,528) 

 % 
Grade Level  
Elementary school 46.5 
Middle school / Junior high school 21.7 
High school 25.8 
Middle and High school 4.8 

 

https://www.educateiowa.gov/
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Subjects Taught During 2014-2015 School Year 

All middle and high school teachers were asked what subjects they were teaching in the 2014-
2015 school year. More than half (57.9%) of middle and high school teacher respondents 
reported that they were teaching U.S. History. World history (48.1%) and Geography (45.4%) 
were next most common reported classes taught by middle and high school teachers.  

 Teachers 
(n = 817) 

 % 
2014-2015 Courses  
US History 57.9 
World History 48.1 
Geography 45.4 
Government/Civics 38.6 
Behavioral Sciences 25.2 
Economics 24.7 
Iowa History 6.9 
Other 17.1 

 

AEA Representation 

Teachers from all AEAs were represented in the responses, and the responses were distributed 
roughly according to size of AEA as would be expected.  Heartland AEA had the highest 
percentage of teacher respondents, with 21.5% of all respondents teaching within Heartland’s 
region.  

 

Sample by AEA 
Region 

(n = 1,528) 

Proportion of IA 
teachers in AEA 

Region 
(n = 42,975) 

Difference 
between sample 

and teacher 
population by 

AEA region 
 % % % 
AEA    
Heartland (H) 21.5% 22.3% -0.8% 
AEA 267 (267) 15.1% 11.6% +3.5% 
Grant Wood (GW) 11.5% 13.5% -2.0% 
Northwest (NW) 0.9% 7.5% -6.6% 
Keystone (K) 9.8% 9.1% +0.7% 
Mississippi Bend (MB) 9.5% 9.1% +0.4% 
Great Prairie (GP) 8.1% 8.5% -0.4% 
Green Hills (GH) 8.0% 10.2% -2.2% 
Prairie Lake (PL) 6.7% 8.1% -1.4% 
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Public or Private School Type 

Overall, 90% of teacher respondents reported that they taught in a public school. 

District Size 

Consistent with district sizes in the state, the plurality of teachers reported that they were from 
small districts. Almost half (41.5%) of teachers indicated that they taught in a district with 999 
students or less (small district), 21.8% in a district with 1,000 to 2,499 students (medium 
district), and 23.5% in a district with 2,500 or more students (large district). Roughly one out of 
every ten (13.2%) teachers either did not know their district size (9.5%) or were partial 
completes that did not reach the district size question (4%).  

 Teachers 
(n = 1,528) 

 % 
District Size  
Small (0 to 999 students) 41.5 
Medium (1,000 to 2,499 students) 21.8 
Large (2,500 or more students) 23.5 
Not sure or missing 13.2 

 

Endorsements 

Overall, teachers reported an average of 1.2 social studies endorsements per respondent (median 
= 1). The American history 5th-12th grade and world history 5th-12th grade were the most 
frequently reported endorsements. 

 Teachers 
(n = 1,528) 

 % 
Social Studies Endorsement  
American Government 5-12 16.2 
American History 5-12 27.5 
Anthropology 5-12 1.9 
Economics 5-12 5.2 
Geography 5-12 3.6 
History K-8 0.5 
Psychology 5-12 7.6 
Social Studies 5-8 1.4 
Social Studies K-8 16.1 
Sociology 5-12 8.4 
World History 5-12 23.7 
All Social Sciences 5-12 16.5 
Other 2.4 
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Teacher Demographic Information  

 Teachers 
(n = 1,528) 

Age # 
 Mean 40.9 
 Median 40.0 
Years Teaching # 
 Mean 9.7 
 Median 13.0 
Gender % 
 Female 61.9 
 Male 35.8 
 Transgender 0.1 
 Prefer not to respond 2.3 
Hispanic, Latina, or Latino % 
 Yes 0.9 
 No 93.9 
 Prefer not to respond 5.2 
Ethnicity % 
 Alaska Native 0.7 
 Asian 0.4 
 Black or African American 0.3 
 Pacific Islander 0.2 
 White 87.8 
 Other 0.9 
 Prefer not to respond 5.9 

 

 

Social Studies in the Classroom 

Curriculum 

Public school teachers that indicated that their district had a social studies progression for their 
school level (i.e., elementary, middle, high school) were asked what the curriculum and themes 
were for each grade at their level. Because the accuracy of these responses could not be verified, 
researchers coded each open-ended response as either “curriculum” or “don’t know.” The 
percentages of teachers who entered their own grade level’s curriculum (e.g., 1st grade teachers 
who entered their districts 1st grade curriculum) and the percentages all other teachers who 
entered a grade level’s curriculum (e.g., K, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade teachers who entered their 
districts 1st grade curriculum) were calculated for each school level.   
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Across all grade levels, the vast majority of teachers entered their grade level’s social studies 
curriculum (range from 92.5% to 99.3%). Across all grades, there was an unsurprising decrease 
from the percentage of teachers that entered their own grade level’s curriculum compared to the 
percentage of teachers who entered the social studies curriculum at other grades within their 
level. However, for elementary school teachers, the proportion of teachers who entered the 
curriculum or themes for other grade levels was much lower (range from 17.7% to 29.8%). 

 

Elementary K 1st  2nd 3rd  4th  5th  
 % % % % % % 
% Teachers providing their grade-
level social studies curriculum 

      

 Matched to Grade 92.5 93.9 93.7 93.8 96.2 97.4 
 All other Elementary 17.7 17.9 24.9 26.5 38.2 29.8 

 

Middle School 6th 7th  8th 
 % % % 
% Teachers providing their grade-
level social studies curriculum 

   

 Matched to Grade 96.7 99.3 98.7 
 All other Middle School 78.3 94.3 84.6 

 

High School 9th 10th 11th 12th 
 % % % % 
% Teachers providing their grade-
level social studies curriculum 

    

 Matched to Grade 93.2 96.1 95.7 96.3 
 All other High School 78.3 94.3 84.6 90.2 

 

Elementary Teaching Time 

All elementary level teachers were asked how much time (in minutes) they spent teaching social 
studies in a typical week. Overall, elementary teachers reported a mean social studies teaching 
time of just under two hours (117.5 minutes) per week and a median of 90 minutes.  
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Social Studies Professional Development 

 

Under half (42.1%) of teachers reported that social studies professional development had been 
made available to them in the past three years.  Within grade level, less than one in five 
elementary school teachers (12.9%) reported that they had access to social studies professional 
development. More than half of middle school teachers (59.6.2%) and more than three-quarters 
of high school teachers (75.7%) reported that social studies professional development had been 
made available to them in the past 3 years.   

 Elementary 
(n = 711) 

Middle 
School 

(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

 % % % 
Social studies professional development 
available within the past 3 years? 

   

1 – Yes 12.9 59.6 75.1 
2 – No 74.1 31.3 19.8 
3 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 12.9 9.0 5.1 

 

Organizing teacher responses by AEA, teachers in the Keystone AEA region (65.8%) were most 
likely to report that social studies professional development had been made available to them 
within the past three years. Grant Wood (35.2%) and Mississippi Bend AEA (35.2%) regions 
had the lowest percentage of teachers reporting that professional development had been made 
available to them in the past three years.  

 

 267 
(n=230) 

GW 
(n=176) 

GP 
(n=124) 

GH 
(n=122) 

H 
(n=328) 

K 
(n=149) 

MB 
(n=145) 

NW 
(n=151) 

PL 
(n=103) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
Social studies 
professional 
development available 
within the past 3 years? 

         

1 – Yes 37.0 35.2 37.9 38.5 45.7 65.8 35.2 38.4 43.7 
2 – No 53.0 51.1 57.3 47.5 45.1 29.5 54.5 48.3 47.6 
3 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 10.0 13.6 4.8 13.9 9.1 4.7 10.3 13.2 8.7 
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Analyzing by district size, 48.5% of teachers within large districts, 39.6% of teachers within 
medium districts, and 42.6% of teachers within small districts reported that social studies 
professional development was available to them within the past three years. 

 Small 
(n = 634) 

Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
Social studies professional development available 
within the past 3 years? 

   

1 – Yes 42.6 39.6 48.5 
2 – No 47.8 51.7 44.8 
3 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 9.6 8.7 6.7 

 

Types of Professional Development in which Teachers Participated 

Teachers who indicated that social studies professional development was made available to them 
were asked to indicate in what types of professional development opportunities they had 
participated within the past three years. Participation in a social studies workshop were the most 
commonly reported social studies professional development activity (38.0% elementary, 52.0% 
middle school, 64.9% high school).  

 Elementary 
(n =92) 

Middle 
School 

(n = 198) 

High School 
(n = 296) 

 % % % 
Professional Development Opportunities    

A workshop focused on social studies 38.0 52.0 64.9 
A college course focused on a social studies topic 5.4 22.7 33.1 
A social studies book-study group 5.4 6.6 8.8 
A social studies conference 6.5 28.8 41.9 
Other social studies professional development 32.6 24.7 18.6 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 27.1 14.6 9.5 
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Factors in Deciding to Participate in Social Studies Professional Development 

Teachers who reported that professional development in social studies was made available to 
them in the past three years were asked to what degree various barriers may have been a factor in 
deciding whether or not to participate. More than half (56.5%) of high school teachers, 44.6% of 
middle school teachers, and 48.1% of elementary school teachers reported that lack of time was a 
major factor.  

A lack of social studies professional development opportunities was endorsed more frequently by 
elementary school teachers than those teaching in higher grades.  The majority of elementary 
school teachers reported that limited social studies professional development opportunities was a 
major factor in their decision of whether or not to participate (56.6%), compared to 37.6% of 
middle school teachers and 38.6% of high school teachers.   

 

To what degree have each of the following been factors in deciding whether or not to 
participate in a social studies professional development opportunity? 
 Elementary 

(n = 106) 
Middle 
School 

(n = 213) 

High School 
(n = 306) 

 % % % 
Lack of time     

1 – Not a factor 17.0 17.4 10.5 
2 – Minor factor 22.6 32.4 30.7 
3 – Major factor 48.1 44.6 56.5 
4 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 12.3 5.6 2.3 

Limited opportunities specific to SS     
1 – Not a factor 9.4 24.4 19.9 
2 – Minor factor 16.0 29.1 38.2 
3 – Major factor 56.6 37.6 38.6 
4 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 17.9 8.9 3.3 
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Organizing teacher responses by district size, there was a higher percentage of teachers within 
large districts who reported that lack of district support was a major factor in deciding whether 
or not to participate in social studies professional development. Overall, 21.2% of teachers 
within large districts, 7.9% of teachers within medium districts, and 8.3% of teachers within 
small districts reported lack of district support as a major factor.  

 

To what degree have each of the following been factors in deciding whether or not to participate 
in a social studies professional development opportunity? 
 Small 

(n = 288) 
Medium 
(n = 140) 

Large 
(n = 189) 

 % % % 
Lack of district support or school support    

1 – Not a factor 67.0 57.9 37.0 
2 – Minor factor 21.2 25.7 31.2 
3 - Major factor 8.3 7.9 21.2 
4 - Don’t Know/Not Sure 3.5 8.6 10.6 

 

 

Perceptions of the Amount of Social Studies Professional Development 

More than two-thirds (68.1%) of all teachers reported that there were too few social studies 
professional development opportunities available to them. More than three-quarters (78.9%) of 
elementary school teachers, 60.2% of middle school teachers, and 57.1% of high school teachers 
believed that there were too few social studies professional development opportunities made 
available to them. There were no elementary (0%), and very few middle school (2.7%) and high 
school (0.8%) teachers who believed there were too many social studies professional 
development opportunities available to them.  

 Elementary 
(n = 711) 

Middle 
School 

(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

 % % % 
Number of opportunities available within 
your district for social studies professional 
development 

   

1 – Too few 78.9 60.2 57.1 
2 – About right 6.9 27.1 35.3 
3 – Too many 0.0 2.7 0.8 
4 – Don’t Know/ Not Sure 14.2 9.9 6.9 
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Although still more than half, teachers in Keystone’s region (55%) had the lowest percentage of 
teachers reporting that there were too few social studies professional development opportunities 
available. The highest percentage of teachers within an AEA region reporting that there were too 
few social studies professional development opportunities taught within the Mississippi Bend 
(74.5%) and Great Prairie (80.6%) regions. 

 

 267 
(n=230) 

GW 
(n=176) 

GP 
(n=124) 

GH 
(n=122) 

H 
(n=328) 

K 
(n=149) 

MB 
(n=145) 

NW 
(n=151) 

PL 
(n=103) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
Number of opportunities 
available within your district 
for social studies professional 
development 

         

1 – Too few 70.0 69.3 80.6 67.2 66.5 55.0 74.5 66.2 65.0 
2 – About right 17.0 16.5 12.9 17.2 25.0 29.5 15.9 16.6 24.3 
3 – Too many 0.4 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.3 4.0 0.0 2.0 1.9 
4 – Don’t Know/ Not Sure 12.6 13.6 6.5 15.6 8.2 11.4 9.7 15.2 8.7 

 

Overall, 82.4% of teachers reported that if more social studies professional development 
opportunities were made available, they would be somewhat or very likely to participate and this 
was fairly consistent across grade level (79.6% of elementary teachers, 83.2% of middle school 
teachers, and 85% of high school teachers).  

 

 
 Elementary 

(n = 711) 
Middle 
School 

(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

 % % % 
If more social studies professional 
development opportunities were made 
available, how likely would it be that you 
would attend? 

   

1 - Very unlikely 3.9 6.0 3.0 
2 - Somewhat unlikely 8.9 6.6 8.1 
3 - Somewhat likely 48.9 41.3 47.2 
4 - Very likely 30.7 41.9 37.8 
5 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 7.6 4.2 3.8 

 

Teachers who indicated that they would not participate if more social studies professional 
development were made available were asked why they would not be willing to participate. The 
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two most common reasons were that other subject areas were a deemed a higher priority (33.3%) 
and that there was a lack of time available to participate (26.8%).  

Quality of Professional Social Studies Professional Development 

Teachers who reported that they had participated in social studies professional development 
provided by their district and AEA were asked about the quality of that professional 
development. Organizing responses by district size, 66.3% of teachers within large districts, 
74.3% of teachers within medium districts, and 75.9% of teachers within small districts reported 
that they were somewhat or very satisfied with the social studies professional development they 
received from their district. 

 Small 
(n = 58) 

Medium 
(n = 35) 

Large 
(n = 101) 

 % % % 
The quality of professional development offered by 
your district    

1 – Very dissatisfied 3.4 5.7 6.9 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 20.7 20.0 23.8 
3 - Somewhat satisfied 56.9 57.1 38.6 
4 - Very satisfied 19.0 17.1 27.7 
5 – Don’t know/Not sure 0.0 0.0 3.0 
    

 

Grouping responses by AEA, less than half of teachers in three AEA regions reported being 
somewhat or very satisfied with the quality of professional development they received from their 
AEA: Grant Wood (44.6%), Northwest (45.5%), and Great Prairie (48.0%). Green Hills (69.4%) 
had the highest percentage of teachers reporting they were somewhat or very satisfied with 
quality of professional development they received from their AEA. 

 

 267 
(n=33) 

GW 
(n=18) 

GP 
(n=27) 

GH 
(n=25) 

H 
(n=46) 

K 
(n=58) 

MB 
(n=28) 

NW 
(n=17) 

PL 
(n=20) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
The quality of professional 
development offered by your AEA 

         

1 – Very dissatisfied 0.0 0.0 14.8 0.0 6.5 8.6 0.0 17.6 0.0 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 21.2 38.9 29.6 8.0 17.4 20.7 17.9 17.6 35.0 
3 – Somewhat satisfied 60.6 38.9 44.4 60.0 56.5 39.7 53.6 47.1 50.0 
4 – Very satisfied 9.1 22.2 7.4 32.0 19.6 22.4 21.4 11.8 10.0 
5 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 9.1 0.0 3.7 0.0 0.0 8.6 7.1 5.9 5.0 
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Iowa Core in Social Studies 

Familiarity and Preparedness 

Overall, the majority of teachers participating in this survey reported that they were somewhat or 
very familiar with (69.5%) and somewhat or very prepared (68.1%) to teach to the Iowa Core in 
social studies. Just over half (55.5%) of elementary school teachers and more than 80% of those 
teaching in higher grades (81.6% of middle school teachers and 82% of high school teachers) 
reported that they were somewhat or very familiar with the Iowa Core in social studies. More 
than half (54.2%) of elementary school teachers, 79.5% of middle school teachers, and 80.7% of 
high school teachers believed that they were at least somewhat prepared to teach to the Iowa 
Core in social studies.  

 

 
 Elementary 

(n = 711) 
Middle 
School 

(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

 % % % 
How familiar would you say you are with 
the Iowa Core in Social Studies? 

   

1 – Very unfamiliar 23.7 9.3 7.1 
2 – Somewhat unfamiliar 19.0 8.4 10.4 
3 – Somewhat familiar 46.9 46.4 42.9 
4 – Very familiar 8.6 35.2 39.1 
5 – Don’t know/Not Sure 1.8 0.6 0.5 

 Elementary 
(n = 708) 

Middle 
School 

(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

 % % % 
In your opinion, how prepared are you to 

teach the Iowa Core in social studies? 
   

1 – Very unprepared 18.9 4.8 7.6 
2 –Somewhat unprepared 23.7 14.8 8.9 
3 –Somewhat prepared 45.6 53.3 46.7 
4 – Very prepared 8.6 26.2 34.0 
5 – Don’t know/Not sure 3.1 0.9 2.8 
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Perceived Alignment 

Less than half (42.9%) of elementary school teachers reported that their teaching was at least 
somewhat aligned with the Iowa Core in social studies. About three-fourths (74.7%) of middle 
school teachers and 80.1% of high school teachers perceived their course content to be somewhat 
aligned or in complete alignment with the Iowa Core in social studies. Only 9.2% of elementary 
teachers, 20.2% of middle school teachers, and 23.9% of high school teachers reported that their 
teaching was in complete alignment with the Iowa Core in Social Studies.  

 
 Elementary 

(n = 707) 
Middle 
School 

(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

 % % % 
Overall, how aligned would you say the 
current content of your social studies classes 
is compared with the Iowa Core in Social 
Studies? 

   

1 – Need significant realignment 12.0 3.9 1.0 
2 –Need some realignment 20.7 16.0 12.2 
3 –Somewhat aligned 33.7 54.5 57.1 
4 – In complete alignment 9.2 20.2 23.9 
5 – Don’t know/Not sure 24.5 5.4 5.8 

 

Satisfaction with the Iowa Core in Social Studies 

Roughly half of the teachers reported that they were at least somewhat satisfied with the Iowa 
Core in social studies (44.8% of elementary school teachers; 57.2% of middle school teachers; 
56.1% of high school teachers). Only 4.1% of elementary teachers, 7.2% of middle school 
teachers, and 8.6% of high school teachers reported that they were very satisfied with the Iowa 
Core in social studies.  

 
 Elementary 

(n = 707) 
Middle 
School 

(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

 % % % 
How satisfied are you with the Iowa Core in 
Social Studies? 

   

1 – Very dissatisfied 4.2 9.9 10.7 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 11.3 20.8 23.1 
3 - Somewhat satisfied 40.7 50.0 47.5 
4 - Very satisfied 4.1 7.2 8.6 
5 - Don’t know/Not sure 39.6 12.0 10.2 
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Strengths and Weaknesses 

All participating teachers were asked about their views of the strengths and weaknesses of the 
Iowa Core in social studies. With regard to strengths, 12.1% indicated that it provides guidance, 
10.4% indicated that the core’s broadness or flexibility was a strength, and 7.9% mentioned that 
having a standard consistent across schools, districts, and/or students was a strength. While some 
teachers considered the broadness or flexibility of the Iowa Core in social studies to be a 
strength, 17.8% of teachers mentioned this as a weakness. A few teachers also stated that too 
many standards (5.6%) and a lack of grade-specific standards (5.5%) were weaknesses. 
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Iowa Core Literacy Standards for History and Social Studies 

Familiarity and Preparedness 

Middle school and high school teachers were asked about their familiarity with the Iowa Core 
Literacy Standards for history and social studies. Almost four-fifths (79.4%) of middle school 
teachers and 71.4% of high school teachers reported being at least somewhat familiar with the 
Iowa Core Literacy Standards for history and social studies.  

 

 Middle School 
(n = 326) 

High School 
(n = 391) 

 % % 
How familiar are you with Iowa Core Literacy 
Standards for history and social studies? 

  

1 – Very unfamiliar 4.9 7.7 
2 – Somewhat unfamiliar 12.9 16.6 
3 – Somewhat familiar 55.2 48.6 
4 – Very familiar 24.2 22.8 
5 - Don’t know/Not sure 2.8 4.3 

 

More than seven out of ten (71.8%) middle school teachers and 66.5% of high school teachers 
reported that they were at least somewhat prepared to teach to the Iowa Core Literacy Standards 
for history and social studies.  

 

 Middle School 
(n = 326) 

High School 
(n = 391) 

 % % 
In your opinion, how prepared are you to teach the 
Iowa Core Literacy Standards tor history and social 
studies? 

  

1 – Very unprepared 4.9 7.2 
2 – Unprepared 19.9 20.7 
3 – Prepared 54.0 48.3 
4 – Very prepared 17.8 18.2 
5 - Don’t know/Not sure 3.4 5.6 
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Perceived Alignment 

Almost two-thirds of middle school (63.8%) and high school (63.7%) teachers reported that their 
courses were somewhat aligned or in complete alignment with the Iowa Core Literacy Standards 
for history and social studies. However, only 12.1% of middle school teachers and 14.4% of high 
school teachers perceived their courses to be in complete alignment with these standards. 

 Middle School 
(n = 323) 

High School 
(n = 388) 

 % % 
Overall, how well aligned is the content of your 
current social studies classes with the Iowa Core 
Literacy Standards for history and social studies? 

  

1 – Need significant realignment 3.4 2.8 
2 – Need some realignment 21.1 19.1 
3 – Somewhat aligned 51.7 50.8 
4 – In complete alignment 12.1 12.9 
5 - Don’t know/Not sure 11.8 14.4 

 

Satisfaction with the Iowa Core Literacy Standards for History and Social Studies 

Similar to reports of course alignment with the Iowa Core Literacy Standards for history and 
social studies, the majority of middle school (66.8%) and high school teachers (60.3%) reported 
that they were somewhat or very satisfied with the standards. However, only 11.1% of middle 
school teachers and 10.1% of high school teachers reported being very satisfied with the Iowa 
Core Literacy Standards for history and social studies. 

 

 Middle School 
(n = 323) 

High School 
(n = 388) 

 % % 
How satisfied are you with the Core Literacy 
Standards for history and social studies? 

  

1 – Very dissatisfied 2.5 5.2 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 14.2 13.9 
3 – Somewhat satisfied 55.7 50.3 
4 – Very satisfied 11.1 10.1 
5 - Don’t know/Not sure 16.4 20.6 
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Materials and Resources Available from AEAs 

All teachers were asked about the social studies resources or materials that their AEA makes 
available. With the exception of two AEAs (Heartland, 49.7%; Mississippi Bend, 49.0%), the 
majority of teachers indicated that their AEA offered social studies classroom materials (e.g., 
books, DVDs). The AEAs with the highest percentage of teachers indicating that their AEA 
offered social studies classroom materials were Keystone (73.2%) and Green Hills (76.2%). 

More than a quarter of teachers within each AEA reported that their AEA provided social studies 
professional development opportunities such as workshops or courses. Keystone (51%) had the 
highest percentage of teachers who reported that their AEA provided social studies professional 
development. 

With the exception of Green Hills (18%) and Keystone (19.5%), more than a quarter of teachers 
within each AEA reported they did not know if their AEA made any social studies resources or 
materials available. The two AEAs with the highest percentages of teachers reporting that they 
did not know if their AEA made social studies resources or materials available were Mississippi 
Bend (40.0%) and Heartland (40.2%). 

 

 267 
(n=230) 

GW 
(n=176) 

GP 
(n=124) 

GH 
(n=122) 

H 
(n=328) 

K 
(n=149) 

MB 
(n=145) 

NW 
(n=151) 

PL 
(n=103) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
Social studies resources or 
materials made available 
by AEA? 

         

Classroom materials (e.g., 
books, DVDs, etc.) 60.4 54.5 65.3 76.2 49.7 73.2 49.0 64.2 52.4 

Professional development 
opportunities such as 
workshops or courses 

37.0 26.7 30.6 38.5 33.2 51.0 35.2 31.1 35.9 

Other 0.9 1.1 3.2 1.6 1.2 1.3 3.4 0.0 1.9 
None; AEA does not make 
resources available  0.4 1.1 1.6 0.0 1.2 0.0 2.8 2.0 1.0 

Don’t Know/Not Sure 32.6 38.1 27.4 18.0 40.2 19.5 40.0 29.8 34.0 
 

  



19 
 

Requests for Resources or Materials 

Teachers who indicated that they knew of social studies resources or materials that were made 
available from their AEA were asked if they ever had requested social studies resources or 
materials from their AEA. A little less than half of elementary (45.6%) and middle school 
(46.5%) teachers reported requesting social studies resources or materials from their AEA. Only 
26.8% of high school teachers reported requesting these materials.  

 
 Elementary 

(n = 425) 
Middle 
School 

(n = 226) 

High School 
(n = 257) 

 % % % 
Have you requested any resources related to 
social studies from your AEA within the past 
year? 

   

Yes 45.6 46.5 26.8 
No 54.4 53.5 73.2 

 

Within AEAs, the percentage of teachers who requested resources or materials from their AEA 
ranged from 27.5% (Heartland) to 53.9% (Keystone).  

 
 

      

 267 
(n=147) 

GW 
(n=104) 

GP 
(n=85) 

GH 
(n=98) 

H 
(n=182) 

K 
(n=115) 

MB 
(n=81) 

NW 
(n=100) 

PL 
(n=63) 

 % % %       
Requested any resources 
related to social studies from 
your AEA within the past year? 

         

Yes 47.6 35.6 49.4 53.1 27.5 53.9 33.3 35.0 33.3 
No 52.4 64.4 50.6 46.9 72.5 46.1 66.7 65.0 66.7 
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Adequacy of Resources Provided 

All teachers who indicated that they had requested social studies resources or materials from 
their AEA were also asked whether or not those materials were adequate. More than eight in ten 
elementary school teachers (85.1%) and middle school teachers (83.8%), as well as 71% of high 
school teachers, reported that the social studies resources or materials they received from their 
AEA were adequate.  

 
 Elementary 

(n = 194) 
Middle 
School 

(n = 105) 

High School 
(n = 69) 

 % % % 
Resources provided by your AEA adequate or 
not adequate for your social studies teaching 
needs? 

   

Adequate 85.1 83.8 71.0 
Not adequate 6.2 8.6 20.3 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 8.8 7.6 8.7 

 

Across AEAs, large majorities of teachers reported that the resources or materials they received 
were adequate. These ranged from 73% (Grant Wood) to 85.7% (AEA 267 and Prairie Lakes).  

 267 
(n=70) 

GW 
(n=37) 

GP 
(n=42) 

GH 
(n=52) 

H 
(n=50) 

K 
(n=62) 

MB 
(n=27) 

NW 
(n=35) 

PL 
(n=21) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
Resources provided by your AEA 
adequate or not adequate for 
your social studies teaching 
needs? 

         

Adequate 85.7 73.0 85.7 80.8 78.0 85.5 74.1 82.9 85.7 
Not adequate 8.6 16.2 4.8 11.5 16.0 6.5 11.1 5.7 4.8 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 5.7 10.8 9.5 7.7 6.0 8.1 14.8 11.4 9.5 
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Additional Resources Wanted 

Teachers who indicated that they knew of social studies resources or materials that were made 
available from their AEA were asked if there were any social studies resources or materials that 
they would want, but were not currently available from their AEA. The majority of elementary 
(70.8%), and about half of middle (50%), and high school (52.9%) teachers reported that they 
did not know if there were any resources that they would want, but were not available from their 
AEA.  

 
 Elementary 

(n = 425) 
Middle 
School 

(n = 226) 

High School 
(n = 257) 

 % % % 
Are there any social studies resources that 
you would want, but are not currently 
available from your AEA? 

   

Yes 8.7 19.9 16.7 
No 20.5 30.1 30.4 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 70.8 50.0 52.9 

 

Those who did know of resources that they wanted but were not available (8.7% of elementary, 
19.9% of middle school, and 16.7% of high school teachers) were asked what those resources 
would be. The most common resources or materials that teachers wanted were primary source 
documents (38.4%) and updated versions of current materials (e.g., DVDs instead of VHS tapes, 
current versions of text books; 30.8%). 

Teacher Recommendations for Additional Social Studies Support 

All participating teachers were asked what the Iowa Department of Education could do to better 
support social studies in Iowa. These responses were reviewed for themes. The most common 
theme that was drawn among teacher responses was that the Iowa Department of Education 
could provide more resources and professional development for social studies teachers, which 
accounted for 27.2% of the responses. Many teachers also suggested rewriting or clarifying 
social studies standards (13.6%) and making social studies a higher priority (10.6%). 
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Appendix A 

Items Grouped by Grade Level 

 Elementary 
(n = 711) 

Middle 
School 

(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % %  
What grade or grades do you teach? Select 
all that apply. 

    

Kindergarten 13.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 
1st Grade 16.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 
2nd Grade 17.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 
3rd Grade 20.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 
4th Grade 23.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 
5th Grade 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
6th Grade 6.5 39.8 0.0 12.3 
7th Grade 0.0 53.3 0.0 71.2 
8th Grade 0.0 47.3 0.0 76.7 
9th Grade 0.0 2.1 49.5 63.0 
10th Grade 0.0 0.0 67.5 78.1 
11th Grade 0.0 0.0 79.9 76.7 
12th Grade  0.0 0.0 78.2 79.5 
Other 3.9 3.0 2.0 0.0 

 
 

 Elementary 
(n = 711) 

Middle School 
(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
Which of the following best characterizes the 
school in which you teach? 

    

     Public school 88.5 91.0 92.9 90.4 
     Parochial 7.3 3.6 3.0 6.8 
     Private, religious affiliated 4.1 4.8 4.1 2.7 
     Private, non-religious affiliated 0.1 0.6 0.0 0.0 
     Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
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 Elementary 
(n = 711) 

Middle School 
(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
What social studies subjects are you teaching this 
academic year? Select all that apply. 

    

Government / civics 0.3 33.1 40.4 49.3 
Economics 0.4 21.1 25.6 31.5 
Geography 0.6 61.4 26.4 65.8 
Iowa History 0.0 9.6 2.5 12.3 
US History 0.3 53.0 58.4 76.7 
World History 0.4 47.9 46.7 52.1 
Behavioral Sciences (psychology or sociology) 0.3 6.0 39.1 38.4 
Other 0.0 11.4 21.3 21.9 
I am not teaching any social studies this academic 

year 
0.0 0.3 1.0 2.7 

  
During social studies instruction, how often do your students engage in the following…  
 Elementary 

(n = 711) 
Middle 
School 

(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
Cooperative learning assignments     

Almost daily 10.1 23.2 15.5 11.0 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 37.7 50.6 52.8 47.9 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 34.5 21.1 24.6 31.5 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 10.0 4.5 6.6 8.2 
Never 5.2 0.3 0.0 0.0 
Don’t know / Not sure 2.5 0.3 0.5 1.4 

Whole class discussion     
Almost daily 53.3 58.1 58.6 54.8 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 36.1 34.6 35.0 43.8 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 6.2 6.6 5.6 1.4 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 1.5 0.3 0.3 0.0 
Never 1.3 0.0 0.5 0.0 
Don’t know / Not sure 1.5 0.3 0.0 0.0 

Complete textbook-based worksheets     
Almost daily 1.4 3.0 2.5 4.1 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 18.3 28.0 22.1 23.3 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 28.8 35.8 35.8 32.9 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 23.3 16.9 20.1 17.8 
Never 26.3 15.7 19.5 20.5 
Don’t know / Not sure 1.8 0.6 0.0 1.4 

Listen to lecture on social studies related 
content 

    

Almost daily 6.2 5.4 15.2 15.1 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 20.7 33.4 51.5 45.2 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 25.6 35.5 25.4 31.5 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 23.1 15.1 6.6 8.2 
Never 21.9 9.9 1.3 0.0 
Don’t know / Not sure 2.5 0.6 0.0 0.0 

Develop group projects     
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Almost daily 2.0 2.4 1.3 4.1 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 14.1 23.8 19.5 17.8 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 38.3 55.7 52.0 52.1 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 30.5 15.4 24.6 20.5 
Never 13.2 2.4 2.5 5.5 
Don’t know / Not sure 2.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 

Work with maps or globes     
Almost daily 4.8 10.5 5.1 12.3 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 22.8 35.2 24.6 39.7 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 46.8 43.7 44.9 37.0 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 20.8 9.3 20.1 6.8 
Never 3.2 0.9 4.8 4.1 
Don’t know / Not sure 1.5 0.3 0.5 0.0 

Use computer based social studies 
applications 

    

Almost daily 2.7 12.0 12.2 19.2 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 10.8 28.0 25.9 30.1 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 22.8 33.4 33.5 27.4 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 25.6 19.3 18.5 9.6 
Never 33.9 6.3 7.4 11.0 
Don’t know / Not sure 4.2 0.9 2.5 2.7 

Watch videos or film     
Almost daily 0.4 3.6 3.6 8.2 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 19.0 28.3 37.1 32.9 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 50.9 51.5 49.2 50.7 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 22.8 15.1 9.4 8.2 
Never 5.3 1.2 0.8 0.0 
Don’t know / Not sure 1.5 0.3 0.0 0.0 

Answer questions/define terms from the 
textbook 

    

Almost daily 3.4 7.8 2.8 2.7 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 21.9 30.4 30.5 32.9 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 27.7 32.8 32.7 31.5 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 17.9 18.7 18.5 19.2 
Never 26.7 9.6 15.0 12.3 
Don’t know / Not sure 2.4 0.6 0.5 1.4 
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Participate in role playing/simulations     
Almost daily 1.5 1.5 0.8 0.0 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 14.3 13.3 9.4 11.0 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 28.6 40.4 38.6 43.8 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 30.1 30.7 36.5 24.7 
Never 22.5 13.3 14.2 17.8 
Don’t know / Not sure 3.0 0.9 0.5 2.7 

Examine primary source documents     
Almost daily 1.3 4.2 8.1 8.2 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 11.7 27.7 43.1 42.5 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 25.5 45.5 34.0 27.4 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 25.0 18.1 14.0 19.2 
Never 28.0 3.9 0.8 2.7 
Don’t know / Not sure 8.6 0.6 0.0 0.0 

Writing assignments such as essays and 
reflections 

    

Almost daily 1.1 6.6 7.9 11.0 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 14.6 36.1 45.4 45.2 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 35.6 44.3 39.1 31.5 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 25.0 11.1 7.1 9.6 
Never 21.1 1.5 0.5 2.7 
Don’t know / Not sure 2.5 0.3 0.0 0.0 

Use technology applications to enhance 
learning 

    

Almost daily 7.6 25.9 31.0 43.8 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 22.4 37.3 36.5 31.5 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 30.8 27.4 25.4 19.2 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 20.5 7.5 4.6 4.1 
Never 15.9 1.2 2.5 1.4 
Don’t know / Not sure 2.8 0.6 0.0 0.0 

 
 

Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statements …  
 Elementary 

(n = 711) 
Middle 
School 

(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
My primary goal in teaching social studies is 
to help students master basic facts, 
concepts, and content 

    

1 – Strongly disagree 4.4 4.2 5.3 4.1 
2 – Disagree 21.8 25.6 28.2 28.8 
3 – Agree 55.0 53.6 50.3 39.7 
4 – Strongly agree 15.0 16.6 15.7 27.4 
5 – Don’t Know/Not sure 3.8 0.0 0.5 0.0 
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My primary goal in teaching is to help 
develop students’ critical thinking and 
decision-making skills 

    

1 – Strongly disagree 1.5 1.2 0.8 0.0 
2 – Disagree 2.7 1.5 0.0 0.0 
3 – Agree 50.1 26.5 21.8 30.1 
4 – Strongly agree 41.4 70.5 75.9 69.9 
5 – Don’t Know/Not sure 4.4 0.3 1.5 0.0 

Necessary materials are available to me to 
support social studies instruction 

    

1 – Strongly disagree 9.8 3.0 3.3 1.4 
2 – Disagree 30.4 16.0 10.4 13.7 
3 – Agree 45.6 53.9 54.6 60.3 
4 – Strongly agree 11.0 27.1 30.5 24.7 
5 – Don’t Know/Not sure 3.2 0.0 1.3 0.0 

My school’s administration is supportive of 
social studies as a subject area 

    

1 – Strongly disagree 4.9 3.6 1.8 1.4 
2 – Disagree 15.6 12.0 8.1 4.1 
3 – Agree 53.4 43.1 43.7 46.6 
4 – Strongly agree 17.6 39.2 43.4 45.2 
5 – Don’t Know/Not sure 8.4 2.1 3.0 2.7 

I collaborate with other social studies 
teachers in my school/district 

    

1 – Strongly disagree 12.4 3.9 2.8 9.6 
2 – Disagree 33.8 13.9 9.1 15.1 
3 – Agree 38.8 44.9 41.4 42.5 
4 – Strongly agree 11.4 36.7 45.4 28.8 
5 – Don’t Know/Not sure 3.7 0.6 1.3 4.1 

State standards influence my instructional 
decision making in my classroom. 

    

1 – Strongly disagree 4.2 1.8 4.3 5.5 
2 – Disagree 14.1 10.5 15.0 13.7 
3 – Agree 48.1 47.0 56.3 52.1 
4 – Strongly agree 25.7 38.9 23.6 26.0 
5 – Don’t Know/Not sure 7.9 1.8 0.8 2.7 

State standards have a positive impact on 
my social studies teaching 

    

1 – Strongly disagree 5.3 6.0 7.4 4.1 
2 – Disagree 22.2 20.2 29.7 28.8 
3 – Agree 44.0 48.2 43.1 47.9 
4 – Strongly agree 12.8 17.5 9.4 12.3 
5 – Don’t Know/Not sure 15.6 8.1 10.4 6.8 
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State standards influence the way I assess 
student learning 

    

1 – Strongly disagree 3.8 3.0 6.1 4.1 
2 – Disagree 19.5 16.3 24.1 31.5 
3 – Agree 47.0 51.8 50.3 47.9 
4 – Strongly agree 17.7 24.7 15.7 12.3 
5 – Don’t Know/Not sure 12.0 4.2 3.8 4.1 

 

In your opinion, how important are the following reasons to have social studies included 
in the curriculum? 

 

 Elementary 
(n = 709) 

Middle 
School 

(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
To prepare good citizens     

1 – Not at all important 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.0 
2  0.4 0.3 0.5 0.0 
3  3.2 2.1 1.8 4.2 
4  11.8 13.3 11.4 9.7 
5 – Very important 84.2 83.7 85.8 86.1 
6 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.0 

Because it is required by state standards     
1 – Not at all important 7.6 10.3 19.3 23.3 
2  16.4 21.5 22.1 21.9 
3   28.5 27.0 28.2 32.9 
4   26.8 25.2 21.3 15.1 
5 – Very important 19.0 14.5 8.9 5.5 
6 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 1.7 1.5 0.3 1.4 

To teach students content knowledge     
1 – Not at all important 0.4 0.3 0.3 1.4 
2  2.4 5.4 4.3 5.5 
3  18.2 22.7 21.6 26.0 
4  37.8 39.0 43.5 31.5 
5 – Very important 40.6 32.6 30.0 35.6 
6 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.6 0.0 0.3 0.0 

To teach students life skills     
1 – Not at all important 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 
2  0.7 0.9 1.0 0.0 
3  5.1 4.5 5.3 6.8 
4  16.8 24.5 23.1 20.5 
5 – Very important 76.7 69.8 70.3 72.6 
6 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.7 0.0 0.3 0.0 
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To prepare students for the next grade level     
1 – Not at all important 1.3 2.1 2.8 1.4 
2  3.5 7.8 7.6 8.3 
3  21.7 24.1 23.2 29.2 
4  36.2 33.7 37.7 38.9 
5 – Very important 36.7 32.2 28.8 22.2 
6 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 

To develop skills in being able to read, write, 
speak, listen, and think like a social scientist 

    

1 – Not at all important 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 
2  1.7 0.3 1.3 0.0 
3  8.9 5.4 5.6 8.2 
4  22.7 16.9 24.7 28.8 
5 – Very important 66.1 76.7 67.7 61.6 
6 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.6 0.6 0.5 1.4 
     

 
  

 Elementary 
(n = 711) 

Middle School 
(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
Does your school district have a pacing guide for 
social studies? 

    

1 – Yes 27.3 35.2 35.3 11.0 
2 – No 36.0 33.7 34.0 42.5 
3 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 36.7 31.0 30.7 46.6 

 
 

 Elementary 
(n = 711) 

Middle 
School 

(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
Has social studies professional development 
been made available to you within the past 3 
years? 

    

1 – Yes 14.9 64.2 77.7 72.6 
2 – No 72.2 26.8 17.3 17.8 
3 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 12.9 9.0 5.1 9.6 
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 Elementary 

(n =106) 
Middle School 

(n = 213) 
High School 

(n = 306) 
MS / HS 
(n = 53) 

 % % % % 
Within the past 3 years, have you participated in 
any the following social studies professional 
development opportunities in Iowa? 

    

A workshop focused on social studies 33.0 48.4 62.7 50.9 
A college course focused on a social studies topic 4.7 21.0 32.0 43.4 
A social studies book-study group 4.7 6.1 8.5 9.4 
A social studies conference 5.6 26.8 40.5 43.4 
Other social studies professional development 

(please specify) 
28.3 23.0 17.9 18.9 

There are no professional development 
opportunities specific to social studies 

13.2 7.0 3.3 7.5 

Don’t Know/Not Sure 23.6 13.6 9.2 9.4 
 
 

  Elementary 
(n = 30) 

Middle 
School 
(n = 49) 

High School 
(n = 55) 

MS / HS 
(n = 10) 

 % % % % 
Who provided [other text]?      

Your AEA  6.7 53.1 36.4 60.0 
Your District 50.0 57.1 47.3 40.0 
Teachers or social studies leaders within 

your district 
53.3 32.7 30.9 30.0 

A college or university 0.0 8.2 12.7 10.0 
A Professional Learning Community (PLC) 10.0 12.2 18.2 10.0 
Your School 13.3 6.1 27.3 10.0 
A Professional Organization (e.g., ICSS, 

NCSS) 
3.3 8.2 5.5 0.0 

Iowa Department of Education 3.3 14.3 5.5 30.0 
Other (please specify) 20.0 8.2 20.0 20.0 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 10.0 0.0 7.3 0.0 
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 Elementary 

(n = 30) 
Middle School 

(n = 49) 
High School 

(n = 55) 
MS / HS 
(n = 10) 

 % % % % 
What social studies subjects were covered at [other 
text]? 

    

General social studies methods 66.7 55.1 61.8 60.0 
Government/civics 36.7 30.6 32.7 40.0 
Economics 36.7 26.5 21.8 30.0 
Geography 50.0 46.9 23.6 30.0 
Iowa History 30.0 4.1 7.3 20.0 
US History 33.3 38.8 49.1 80.0 
World History 20.0 36.7 36.4 50.0 
Behavioral Sciences (psychology or sociology) 16.7 22.4 29.1 40.0 
Other (please specify) 26.7 30.6 20.0 30.0 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 0.0 3.6 0.0 

 
 

 Elementary 
(n = 35) 

Middle School 
(n = 103) 

High School 
(n = 192) 

MS / HS 
(n = 27) 

 % % % % 
Who provided the workshop or workshops that you 
attended?  

    

Your AEA  28.6 63.1 59.9 70.4 
Your District   51.4 42.7 35.9 14.8 
Teachers or social studies leaders within your 

district 
40.0 26.2 23.9 11.1 

A college or university 2.8 14.6 27.1 29.6 
A Professional Learning Community (PLC) 2.8 19.4 18.2 7.4 
Your School 17.1 14.6 19.3 11.1 
A Professional Organization (e.g., ICSS, NCSS) 11.4 16.5 29.7 29.6 
Iowa Department of Education 5.7 16.5 12.5 26.9 
Other (please specify) 11.4 8.7 7.8 3.7 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 2.8 0.0 1.0 0.0 
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 Elementary 
(n = 35) 

Middle 
School 

(n = 103) 

High 
School 

(n = 192) 

MS / HS 
(n = 27) 

 % % % % 
What social studies subjects were covered at 
the workshop(s) you attended? 

    

General social studies methods 82.9 70.9 68.2 88.9 
Government/civics 25.7 28.2 22.9 18.5 
Economics 17.1 15.5 11.5 7.4 
Geography 20.0 36.9 18.2 18.5 
Iowa History 20.0 10.7 8.9 14.8 
US History 37.1 39.8 44.8 37.0 
World History 8.6 26.2 29.2 33.3 
Behavioral Sciences (psychology or 

sociology) 
2.9 13.6 18.2 3.7 

Other (please specify) 5.7 20.4 15.1 18.5 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 8.5 1.9 1.0 0.0 

 
 

 Elementary 
(n = 5) 

Middle 
School 
(n = 45) 

High School 
(n = 98) 

MS / HS 
(n = 23) 

 % % % % 
Who sponsored the social studies college 
course or courses that you attended? 

    

Your AEA  60.0 24.4 27.6 43.5 
Your District 80.0 11.1 14.3 4.3 
A college or university 40.0 62.2 63.3 78.3 
Your School 20.0 6.7 12.2 4.3 
A Professional Organization (e.g., ICSS, 

NCSS) 
40.0 22.2 11.2 17.4 

Iowa Department of Education 0.0 4.4 5.1 13.0 
Other (please specify) 0.0 11.1 8.2 0.0 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 4.4 5.1 0.0 
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 Elementary 
(n = 5) 

Middle 
School 
(n = 45) 

High 
School 
(n = 98) 

MS / HS 
(n = 23) 

 % % % % 
What social studies subjects were covered at 
the college course(s) you attended? 

    

General social studies methods 60.0 44.4 34.7 52.2 
Government/civics 40.0 22.2 28.6 17.4 
Economics 20.0 15.6 15.3 26.1 
Geography 20.0 33.3 19.4 39.1 
Iowa History 20.0 8.9 7.1 4.3 
US History 20.0 28.9 39.8 26.1 
World History 0.0 26.7 21.4 26.1 
Behavioral Sciences (psychology or 

sociology) 
20.0 24.4 29.6 21.7 

Other (please specify) 20.0 8.9 9.2 0.0 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 2.2 4.1 0.0 

 
 

 Elementary 
(n = 5) 

Middle School 
(n = 13) 

High School 
(n = 26) 

MS / HS 
(n = 5) 

 % % % % 
Who provided the book-study group or groups that 
you attended?  

    

Your AEA  20.0 15.4 11.5 20.0 
Your District 60.0 46.2 53.8 0.0 
Teachers or social studies leaders within your 

district 
80.0 46.2 30.8 20.0 

A college or university 0.0 7.7 7.7 40.0 
A Professional Learning Community (PLC) 20.0 30.8 3.8 40.0 
Your School 40.0 30.8 15.4 20.0 
A Professional Organization (e.g., ICSS, NCSS) 0.0 15.4 7.7 0.0 
Iowa Department of Education 0.0 7.7 0.0 20.0 
Other (please specify) 20.0 0.0 3.8 20.0 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
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 Elementary 
(n = 5) 

Middle 
School 
(n = 13) 

High 
School 
(n = 26) 

MS / HS 
(n = 5) 

 % % % % 
What social studies subjects were covered at 
the book-study group(s) you attended? 

    

General social studies methods 40.0 69.2 69.2 60.0 
Government/civics 40.0 7.7 15.4 20.0 
Economics 40.0 7.7 11.5 20.0 
Geography 20.0 15.4 19.2 20.0 
Iowa History 20.0 0.0 11.5 0.0 
US History 40.0 30.8 30.8 40.0 
World History 0.0 7.7 11.5 20.0 
Behavioral Sciences (psychology or 

sociology) 
0.0 15.4 3.8 20.0 

Other (please specify) 0.0 7.7 3.8 0.0 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 

 

 Elementary 
(n = 6) 

Middle 
School 
(n = 57) 

High School 
(n = 124) 

MS / HS 
(n = 23) 

 % % % % 
Who sponsored the conference or 
conferences that you attended?  

    

Your AEA  16.7 31.6 29.0 34.8 
Your District 33.3 24.6 21.8 13.0 
A college or university 0.0 7.0 19.4 8.7 
Your School 0.0 10.5 10.5 8.7 
A Professional Organization (e.g., ICSS, 

NCSS) 
66.7 52.6 55.6 56.5 

Iowa Department of Education 0.0 19.3 12.9 21.7 
Other (please specify) 16.7 7.0 8.9 8.7 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 1.8 3.2 0.0 
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 Elementary 
(n = 6) 

Middle School 
(n = 57) 

High School 
(n = 124) 

MS / HS 
(n = 23) 

 % % % % 
What social studies subjects were covered at the 
conference(s) you attended?  

    

General social studies methods 100.0 82.5 80.6 87.0 
Government/civics 33.3 38.6 38.7 39.1 
Economics 16.7 29.8 29.8 26.1 
Geography 50.0 43.9 28.2 30.4 
Iowa History 33.3 22.8 11.3 30.4 
US History 50.0 52.6 51.6 60.9 
World History 0.0 38.6 42.7 60.9 
Behavioral Sciences (psychology or sociology) 16.7 22.8 29.8 30.4 
Other (please specify) 0.0 12.3 6.4 0.0 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 1.8 1.0 0.0 

 
 
 

 
To what degree have each of the following been factors in deciding whether or not to 
participate in a social studies professional development opportunity? 

 

 Elementary 
(n = 711) 

Middle 
School 

(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
Lack of time      

1 – Not a factor 17.0 17.4 10.5 7.5 
2 – Minor factor 22.6 32.4 30.7 34.0 
3 – Major factor 48.1 44.6 56.5 58.5 
4 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 12.3 5.6 2.3 0.0 
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The cost of registration     
1 – Not a factor 31.1 28.2 20.9 17.0 
2 – Minor factor 28.3 34.3 46.7 41.5 
3 – Major factor 23.6 28.6 29.1 39.6 
4 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 17.0 8.9 3.3 1.9 

Travel constraints (i.e., distance)     
1 – Not a factor 25.5 23.9 11.4 13.2 
2 – Minor factor 27.4 35.2 42.8 41.5 
3 – Major factor 27.4 32.9 42.5 43.4 
4 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 19.8 8.0 3.3 1.9 

Inconvenient scheduling      
1 – Not a factor 18.9 15.5 6.5 0.0 
2 – Minor factor 34.9 32.9 34.3 28.3 
3 – Major factor 30.2 42.7 56.5 71.7 
4 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 16.0 8.9 2.6 0.0 

Limited opportunities specific to SS      
1 – Not a factor 9.4 24.4 19.9 11.3 
2 – Minor factor 16.0 29.1 38.2 49.1 
3 – Major factor 56.6 37.6 38.6 35.8 
4 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 17.9 8.9 3.3 3.8 

Lack of district support or school support     
1 – Not a factor 45.3 56.8 53.9 67.9 
2 – Minor factor 24.5 24.4 30.1 17.0 
3 – Major factor 11.3 9.9 13.1 11.3 
4 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 18.9 8.9 2.9 3.8 

    
 

 Elementary 
(n = 711) 

Middle School 
(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
Thinking about the number of opportunities 
available within your district for social studies 
professional development, do you think there are 
too few, too many or about the right number of 
opportunities available? 

    

1 – Too few 78.9 60.2 57.1 57.5 
2 – About right 6.9 27.1 35.3 31.5 
3 – Too many 0.0 2.7 0.8 2.7 
4 – Don’t Know/ Not Sure 14.2 9.9 6.9 8.2 
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 Elementary 
(n = 711) 

Middle 
School 

(n = 332) 

High 
School 

(n = 394) 

MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
Which of the following social studies subjects 
would you like to receive more professional 
development in? 

    

General social studies methods 45.9 35.8 27.7 34.2 
Government/civics 19.7 18.4 22.6 26.0 
Economics 16.0 14.8 17.0 20.5 
Geography 29.3 28.9 14.5 34.2 
Iowa History 28.8 11.7 8.6 16.4 
US History 27.4 28.6 29.7 30.1 
World History 10.3 22.0 22.6 27.4 
Behavioral Sciences (psychology or 

sociology) 
9.7 7.2 24.4 20.5 

Other (please specify) 3.8 5.7 3.3 1.4 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 9.4 0.3 1.0 0.0 

 
 

Overall, considering social studies professional development, how would you describe 
your level of satisfaction with… 

 

 Elementary 
(n = 106) 

Middle 
School 

(n = 213) 

High School 
(n = 306) 

MS / HS 
(n = 53) 

 % % % % 
The amount of professional development 
offered by your district  

    

1 – Very dissatisfied 13.2 11.7 8.5 9.4 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 32.1 27.2 29.7 28.3 
3 -  Somewhat satisfied 33.0 40.4 38.2 35.8 
4 – Very satisfied 8.5 16.4 18.6 18.9 
5 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 13.2 4.2 4.9 7.5 

The amount of professional development 
offered by your AEA 

    

1 – Very dissatisfied 7.5 9.4 6.5 7.5 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 35.8 24.9 24.8 26.4 
3 -  Somewhat satisfied 25.5 43.2 49.0 45.3 
4 – Very satisfied 3.8 11.3 12.4 15.1 
5 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 27.4 11.3 7.2 5.7 

The variety of professional development 
offered by your district 

    

1 – Very dissatisfied 14.2 17.4 11.4 18.9 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 34.9 29.1 33.3 20.8 
3 -  Somewhat satisfied 30.2 38.5 35.0 43.4 
4 – Very satisfied 4.7 10.8 14.4 9.4 
5 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 16.0 4.2 5.9 7.5 
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The variety of professional development 
offered by your AEA  

    

1 – Very dissatisfied 8.5 12.7 7.8 17.0 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 34.9 23.9 29.7 22.6 
3 -  Somewhat satisfied 24.5 43.2 43.1 43.4 
4 – Very satisfied 3.8 8.9 10.1 7.5 
5 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 28.3 11.3 9.2 9.4 

[if received SS PD from district] The quality 
of professional development offered by your 
district 

Elementary 
(n = 32) 

Middle 
School 
(n = 69) 

High School 
(n = 101) 

MS / HS 
(n = 10) 

1 – Very dissatisfied 3.1 11.6 3.0 0.0 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 25.0 15.9 24.8 20.0 
3 -  Somewhat satisfied 50.0 44.9 49.5 60.0 
4 – Very satisfied 15.6 26.1 21.8 20.0 
5 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 6.3 1.4 1.0 0.0 

[if received SS PD from district] The quality 
of professional development offered by your 
AEA 

Elementary 
(n = 15) 

Middle 
School 
(n = 90) 

High School 
(n = 138) 

MS / HS 
(n = 26) 

1 – Very dissatisfied 0.0 5.6 5.1 11.5 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 40.0 17.8 24.6 11.5 
3 -  Somewhat satisfied 20.0 48.9 53.6 46.2 
4 – Very satisfied 26.7 22.2 12.3 30.8 
5 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 13.3 5.6 4.3 0.0 

 
 

  
 Elementary 

(n = 711) 
Middle School 

(n = 332) 
High School 

(n = 394) 
MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
If more social studies professional development 
opportunities were made available, how likely 
would it be that you would attend? 

    

1 - Very unlikely 3.9 6.0 3.0 2.7 
2 - Somewhat unlikely 8.9 6.6 8.1 4.1 
3 - Somewhat likely 48.9 41.3 47.2 47.9 
4 - Very likely 30.7 41.9 37.8 42.5 
5 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 7.6 4.2 3.8 2.7 
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 Elementary 

(n = 711) 
Middle School 

(n = 332) 
High School 

(n = 394) 
MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
How familiar would you say you are with the Iowa 
Core in Social Studies? 

    

1 – Very unfamiliar 23.7 9.3 7.1 9.6 
2 – Somewhat unfamiliar 19.0 8.4 10.4 8.2 
3 – Somewhat familiar 46.9 46.4 42.9 47.9 
4 – Very familiar 8.6 35.2 39.1 34.2 
5 – Don’t know/Not Sure 1.8 0.6 0.5 0.0 

 
 

  
 Elementary 

(n = 708) 
Middle School 

(n = 332) 
High School 

(n = 394) 
MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
In your opinion, how prepared are you to teach the 
Iowa Core in social studies? 

    

Very unprepared 18.9 4.8 7.6 6.8 
Somewhat unprepared 23.7 14.8 8.9 9.6 
Somewhat prepared 45.6 53.3 46.7 57.5 
Very prepared 8.6 26.2 34.0 24.7 
Don’t know/Not sure 3.1 0.9 2.8 1.4 

 
 

  
 Elementary 

(n = 708) 
Middle School 

(n = 332) 
High School 

(n = 394) 
MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
Thinking about the materials you need to teach to 
the Iowa Core in Social Studies, would you say you 
have all, most, some or none of the materials you 
need? 

    

All 11.2 3.0 3.0 2.7 
Most 51.3 44.0 37.8 38.4 
Some 18.6 40.4 41.1 50.7 
None 2.1 7.5 10.9 4.1 
Don’t know/Not sure 16.8 5.1 7.1 4.1 
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 Elementary 

(n = 707) 
Middle 
School 

(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
Overall, how aligned would you say the 
current content of your social studies classes 
is compared with the Iowa Core in Social 
Studies? 

    

Need significant realignment   12.0 3.9       1.0 1.4 
Need some realignment 20.7 16.0 12.2 19.2 
Somewhat aligned 33.7 54.5 57.1 53.4 
In complete alignment 9.2 20.2 23.9 19.2 
Don’t know/Not sure 24.5 5.4 5.8 6.8 

 
 

  
 Elementary 

(n = 707) 
Middle School 

(n = 332) 
High School 

(n = 394) 
MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
How satisfied are you with the Iowa Core in Social 
Studies? 

    

1 – Very dissatisfied 4.2 9.9 10.7 9.6 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 11.3 20.8 23.1 27.4 
3 - Somewhat satisfied 40.7 50.0 47.5 43.8 
4 - Very satisfied 4.1 7.2 8.6 9.6 
5 - Don’t know/Not sure 39.6 12.0 10.2 9.6 

 
 

 Elementary 
(n = 696) 

Middle School 
(n = 330) 

High School 
(n = 393) 

MS / HS 
(n = 72) 

 % % % % 
Has professional development in Iowa Core in 
Social Studies been made available to you? 

    

Yes     7.3 44.2 52.4 43.1 
No 74.7 40.3 29.5 36.1 
Don’t know/Not sure 18.0 15.5 18.1 20.8 
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 Elementary 
(n = 51) 

Middle 
School 

(n =146) 

High School 
(n = 206) 

MS / HS 
(n = 31) 

 % % % % 
Have you participated in professional 
development on the Iowa Core in Social 
Studies? 

    

Yes  68.6 80.8 87.9 87.1 
No  25.5 16.4 11.2 9.7 
Don’t know/Not sure   5.9 2.7 1.0 3.2 

 
 

  
 Elementary 

(n = 711) 
Middle School 

(n = 332) 
High School 

(n = 394) 
MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
Who provided this professional development?     

Your AEA 0.8 15.7 22.8 21.9 
Your District 3.4 24.1 29.7 20.5 
Other (please specify) 1.0 2.7 2.5 6.8 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 0.9 1.8 0.0 

 
 

  
 Elementary 

(n = 34) 
Middle School 

(n =117) 
High School 

(n = 181) 
MS / HS 
(n = 27) 

 % % % % 
How satisfied were you with the professional 
development you received on the Iowa Core in 
Social Studies? 

    

1 – Very dissatisfied 0.0 6.8 5.0 7.4 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 5.9 13.7 18.8 11.1 
3 - Somewhat satisfied 76.5 55.6 60.2 63.0 
4 - Very satisfied 17.6 21.4 13.8 18.5 
5 - Don’t know/Not sure 0.0 2.6 2.2 0.0 

 
  



41 
 

  
 Elementary 

(n = 693) 
Middle 
School 

(n =326) 

High School 
(n = 393) 

MS / HS 
(n = 72) 

 % % % % 
How effective do you think the Iowa Core in 
Social Studies is in preparing students for… 

    

College     
1 – Very ineffective 2.6 4.9 8.4 12.5 
2 – Ineffective 10.4 12.0 20.4 19.4 
3 – Effective 32.2 53.4 44.0 47.2 
4 – Very effective  6.8 10.1 10.4 9.7 
5 - Don’t know/Not sure 48.1 19.6 16.8 11.1 

Career     
1 – Very ineffective 2.7 5.5 8.4 11.1 
2 – Ineffective 12.1 17.5 22.9 23.6 
3 – Effective 32.0 50.0 44.0 44.4 
4 – Very effective 5.9 7.1 8.7 5.6 
5 - Don’t know/Not sure 47.2 19.9 16.0 15.3 

Civic life and citizenship     
1 – Very ineffective 2.5 5.2 6.6 11.1 
2 – Ineffective 7.2 9.8 16.8 16.7 
3 – Effective 36.2 50.3 49.4 48.6 
4 – Very effective 10.8 17.2 13.5 12.5 
5 - Don’t know/Not sure 43.3 17.5 13.7 11.1 

 
 

 Middle School 
(n = 326) 

High School 
(n = 391) 

MS / HS 
(n = 72) 

 % % % 
How familiar are you with Iowa Core Literacy 
Standards for history and social studies? 

   

1 – Very unfamiliar 4.9 7.7 8.3 
2 – Somewhat unfamiliar 12.9 16.6 18.1 
3 – Somewhat familiar 55.2 48.6 58.3 
4 – Very familiar 24.2 22.8 12.5 
5 - Don’t know/Not sure 2.8 4.3 2.8 
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 Middle School 
(n = 326) 

High School 
(n = 391) 

MS / HS 
(n = 72) 

 % % % 
In your opinion, how prepared are you to teach the 
Iowa Core Literacy Standards tor history and social 
studies? 

   

1 – Very unprepared 4.9 7.2 8.3 
2 – Unprepared 19.9 20.7 20.8 
3 – Prepared 54.0 48.3 51.4 
4 – Very prepared 17.8 18.2 18.1 
5 - Don’t know/Not sure 3.4 5.6 1.4 

 
 

 Middle School 
(n = 323) 

High School 
(n = 388) 

MS / HS 
(n = 72) 

 % % % 
Overall, how well aligned is the content of your 
current social studies classes with the Iowa Core 
Literacy Standards for history and social studies? 

   

1 – Need significant realignment 3.4 2.8 2.8 
2 – Need some realignment 21.1 19.1 22.2 
3 – Somewhat aligned 51.7 50.8 47.2 
4 – In complete alignment 12.1 12.9 15.3 
5 - Don’t know/Not sure 11.8 14.4 12.5 

 
 

 Middle School 
(n = 323) 

High School 
(n = 388) 

MS / HS 
(n = 72) 

 % % % 
How satisfied are you with the Core Literacy 
Standards for history and social studies? 

   

1 – Very dissatisfied 2.5 5.2 6.9 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 14.2 13.9 9.7 
3 – Somewhat satisfied 55.7 50.3 48.6 
4 – Very satisfied 11.1 10.1 12.5 
5 - Don’t know/Not sure 16.4 20.6 22.2 
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 Elementary 
(n = 711) 

Middle 
School 

(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

HS / MS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
To your knowledge, what social studies 
resources or materials does your AEA make 
available to teachers? 

    

Classroom materials (e.g., books, DVDs, 
etc.) 

58.9 61.4 55.1 68.5 

Professional development opportunities 
such as workshops or courses 

21.0 43.7 49.5 54.8 

Other 1.4 1.5 1.3     2.7 
None, AEA does not make resources 

available 
1.4 0.9 1.0 0.0 

Don’t Know/Not Sure 35.9 28.0 32.0 26.0 
 

 
  
 Elementary 

(n = 425) 
Middle School 

(n = 226) 
High School 

(n = 257) 
HS / MS 
(n = 53) 

 % % % % 
Have you requested any resources related to social 
studies from your AEA within the past year? 

    

Yes 45.6 46.5 26.8 30.2 
No 54.4 53.5 73.2 69.8 

 
 

  
 Elementary 

(n = 194) 
Middle School 

(n = 105) 
High School 

(n = 69) 
HS / MS 
(n = 16) 

 % % % % 
Are the resources provided by your AEA adequate 
or not adequate for your social studies teaching 
needs? 

    

Adequate 85.1 83.8 71.0 75.0 
Not adequate 6.2 8.6 20.3 12.5 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 8.8 7.6 8.7 12.5 
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 Elementary 

(n = 425) 
Middle 
School 

(n = 226) 

High School 
(n = 257) 

HS / MS 
(n = 53) 

 % % % % 
Are there any social studies resources that 
you would want, but are not currently 
available from your AEA? 

    

Yes 8.7 19.9 16.7 20.8 
No 20.5 30.1 30.4 35.8 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 70.8 50.0 52.9 43.4 

 
 
 

  
 Elementary 

(n = 680) 
Middle School 

(n = 317) 
High School 

(n = 384) 
HS / MS 
(n = 72) 

 % % % % 
Do you have a graduate degree?     

Yes 44.0 48.3 50.8 36.1 
No 56.0 51.7 49.2 63.9 

 
 

  
 Elementary 

(n = 665) 
Middle School 

(n = 313) 
High School 

(n = 384) 
HS / MS 
(n = 71) 

 % % % % 
During this year, will you coach a sport?     

Yes 7.7 41.9 54.7 64.8 
No 91.0 57.5 44.0 35.2 
Don’t know/Not sure 1.4 0.6 1.3 0.0 
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 Elementary 

(n = 665) 
Middle 
School 

(n = 313) 

High School 
(n = 384) 

HS / MS 
(n = 71) 

 % % % % 
During this year, will you sponsor any 
student groups, clubs, or organizations? 

    

Yes 13.4 41.2 47.1 54.9 
No 83.9 58.1 51.0 43.7 
Don’t know/Not sure 2.7 0.6 1.8 1.4 

 
 

  
 Elementary 

(n = 665) 
Middle School 

(n = 313) 
High School 

(n = 384) 
HS / MS 
(n = 71) 

 % % % % 
During this year, will you serve as a department 
chair/PLC leader? 

    

Yes 30.8 37.4 41.7 39.4 
No 65.0 59.4 56.3 56.3 
Don’t know/Not sure 4.2 3.2 2.1 4.2 

 

  
 Elementary 

(n = 665) 
Middle 
School 

(n = 313) 

High School 
(n = 384) 

HS / MS 
(n = 71) 

 % % % % 
Are you…     

Male 9.2 42.5 69.8 74.6 
Female 88.7 55.0 27.3 23.9 
Transgender 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 
Prefer not to respond 2.1 2.2 2.9 1.4 

 
 

  
 Elementary 

(n = 665) 
Middle School 

(n = 313) 
High School 

(n = 384) 
HS / MS 
(n = 71) 

 % % % % 
Are you Hispanic, Latino/a, or Spanish origin?     

Yes 0.9 1.0 1.0 0.0 
No 96.4 93.6 89.6 93.0 
Prefer not to respond 2.7 5.4 9.4 7.0 
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 Elementary 
(n = 711) 

Middle 
School 

(n = 332) 

High School 
(n = 394) 

MS / HS 
(n = 73) 

 % % % % 
What is your race or ethnicity?     

American Indian or Alaska Native 0.3 0.9 0.8 2.7 
Asian 0.3 0.3 0.5 1.4 
Black or African American 0.0 0.9 0.0 1.4 
Pacific Islander 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.0 
White 90.0 87.7 84.0 86.3 
Other 0.7 0.3 1.0 4.1 
Prefer not to respond 2.8 6.0 11.9 4.1 
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Appendix B 

Items Grouped by AEA 

 267 
(n=230) 

GW 
(n=176) 

GP 
(n=124) 

GH 
(n=122) 

H 
(n=328) 

K 
(n=149) 

MB 
(n=145) 

NW 
(n=151) 

PL 
(n=103) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
Do you teach at an elementary 
school, middle school, or high 
school? Select all that apply 

         

Elementary school 53.9 50.0 49.2 54.1 36.6 40.9 47.6 57.6 50.5 
Middle school / Junior high 
school 

23.9 28.4 29.0 27.0 30.2 33.6 26.9 19.9 29.1 

High school 27.4 28.4 31.5 25.4 36.9 31.5 29.0 30.5 30.1 
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

 
 

 267 
(n=230) 

GW 
(n=176) 

GP 
(n=124) 

GH 
(n=122) 

H 
(n=328) 

K 
(n=149) 

MB 
(n=145) 

NW 
(n=151) 

PL 
(n=103) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
Which of the following best 
characterizes the school in 
which you teach? 

         

Public school 91.3 87.5 96.0 100.0 89.6 92.6 86.2 84.8 82.5 
Parochial 6.1 7.4 2.4 0.0 4.3 3.4 10.3 5.3 11.7 
Private, religious affiliated 2.6 4.5 1.6 0.0 5.5 4.0 3.4 9.9 5.8 
Private, non-religious 
affiliated 

0.0 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
 
 

 267 
(n=230) 

GW 
(n=176) 

GP 
(n=124) 

GH 
(n=122) 

H 
(n=328) 

K 
(n=149) 

MB 
(n=145) 

NW 
(n=151) 

PL 
(n=103) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
What social studies subjects are 
you teaching this academic 
year? Select all that apply. 

         

Government / civics 20.0 22.7 22.6 18.9 22.6 15.4 20.0 18.5 23.3 
Economics 14.3 15.3 14.5 13.9 13.7 10.1 11.0 7.9 18.4 
Geography 26.1 23.3 25.0 19.7 28.0 24.8 23.4 16.6 26.2 
Iowa History 3.5 4.0 4.0 3.3 2.1 4.0 1.4 4.6 9.7 
US History 29.6 29.5 32.3 28.7 32.3 36.2 34.5 28.5 24.3 
World History 24.8 23.9 23.4 22.1 29.0 30.9 26.2 20.5 27.2 
Behavioral Sciences 
(psychology or sociology) 

14.8 14.8 11.3 15.6 15.5 12.1 10.3 9.9 13.6 

Other 6.5 9.7 6.5 7.4 11.3 14.8 7.6 8.6 7.8 
I am not teaching any social 
studies this academic year 

0.0 1.1 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.7 1.4 1.3 0.0 

 
 

During social studies          
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instruction, how often do your 
students engage in the 
following … 
 267 

(n=230) 
GW 

(n=176) 
GP 

(n=124) 
GH 

(n=122) 
H 

(n=328) 
K 

(n=149) 
MB 

(n=145) 
NW 

(n=151) 
PL 

(n=103) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
Cooperative learning 
assignments 

         

Almost daily 11.3 13.1 16.9 14.8 15.9 16.1 15.2 11.9 19.4 
Frequently (1-2 times per 
week) 

45.7 50.6 45.2 44.3 47.3 44.3 40.0 39.7 42.7 

Occasionally (2-3 times per 
month) 

30.0 23.9 22.6 26.2 27.4 34.2 33.8 31.8 28.2 

Rarely (2-3 times per year) 9.1 9.1 8.1 8.2 7.0 4.0 6.9 10.6 6.8 
Never 2.6 1.7 4.8 6.6 1.2 0.0 2.1 4.0 1.9 
Don’t know / Not sure 1.3 1.7 2.4 0.0 1.2 1.3 2.1 2.0 1.0 

Whole class discussion          
Almost daily 53.5 59.7 61.3 52.5 57.0 56.4 55.9 49.7 56.3 
Frequently (1-2 times per 
week) 

36.1 34.7 26.6 39.3 33.5 38.9 35.9 43.0 37.9 

Occasionally (2-3 times per 
month) 

7.0 4.5 8.1 4.9 7.9 2.7 6.2 3.3 4.9 

Rarely (2-3 times per year) 2.2 0.6 1.6 0.8 0.3 0.0 1.4 0.7 1.0 
Never 0.4 0.0 1.6 2.5 0.6 0.7 0.0 1.3 0.0 
Don’t know / Not sure 0.9 0.6 0.8 0.0 0.6 1.3 0.7 2.0 0.0 

Complete textbook-based 
worksheets 

         

Almost daily 2.2 4.0 1.6 1.6 2.4 2.7 1.4 1.3 2.9 
Frequently (1-2 times per 
week) 

21.7 27.8 24.2 18.0 21.3 23.5 17.9 21.2 19.4 

Occasionally (2-3 times per 
month) 

30.0 28.4 29.0 18.9 34.8 38.9 40.7 30.5 34.0 

Rarely (2-3 times per year) 20.9 21.6 23.4 23.8 22.3 18.8 17.2 18.5 19.4 
Never 23.9 17.6 20.2 37.7 18.6 14.8 22.1 26.5 22.3 
Don’t know / Not sure 1.3 0.6 1.6 0.0 0.6 1.3 0.7 2.0 1.9 

Listen to lecture on social 
studies related content 

         

Almost daily 8.3 9.7 9.7 7.4 5.8 8.7 7.6 16.6 9.7 
Frequently (1-2 times per 
week) 

35.2 27.8 29.0 28.7 33.2 32.9 33.8 40.4 30.1 

Occasionally (2-3 times per 
month) 

25.7 27.8 26.6 29.5 31.7 30.9 26.9 17.2 35.0 

Rarely (2-3 times per year) 15.7 18.2 16.1 16.4 16.8 16.1 16.6 11.9 19.4 
Never 14.3 15.3 16.9 18.0 11.3 8.1 14.5 11.3 5.8 
Don’t know / Not sure 0.9 1.1 1.6 0.0 1.2 3.4 0.7 2.6 0.0 
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Develop group projects          
Almost daily 3.5 3.4 1.6 0.8 2.1 1.3 0.0 1.3 4.9 
Frequently (1-2 times per 
week) 

18.3 15.9 12.1 19.7 19.8 20.1 21.4 13.2 15.5 

Occasionally (2-3 times per 
month) 

47.4 51.1 41.1 44.3 43.6 55.7 44.8 46.4 44.7 

Rarely (2-3 times per year) 20.0 21.6 28.2 26.2 29.3 20.1 22.8 27.8 29.1 
Never 10.0 7.4 14.5 9.0 4.3 1.3 10.3 9.3 5.8 
Don’t know / Not sure 0.9 0.6 2.4 0.0 0.9 1.3 0.7 2.0 0.0 

Work with maps or globes          
Almost daily 7.8 4.0 8.9 4.9 9.5 4.7 4.8 5.3 3.9 
Frequently (1-2 times per 
week) 

27.0 28.4 25.8 27.0 24.7 34.2 26.9 23.8 30.1 

Occasionally (2-3 times per 
month) 

47.4 47.7 41.9 38.5 44.8 38.9 50.3 45.7 46.6 

Rarely (2-3 times per year) 16.1 17.0 12.9 23.0 16.8 18.8 15.2 20.5 16.5 
Never 1.3 1.1 8.9 6.6 3.7 1.3 2.8 2.6 2.9 
Don’t know / Not sure 0.4 1.7 1.6 0.0 0.6 2.0 0.0 2.0 0.0 

Use computer based social 
studies applications 

         

Almost daily 5.2 10.2 8.1 6.6 7.9 14.1 9.7 7.3 3.9 
Frequently (1-2 times per 
week) 

20.9 20.5 22.6 17.2 18.9 23.5 15.9 15.2 21.4 

Occasionally (2-3 times per 
month) 

26.5 26.7 26.6 29.5 30.2 28.2 27.6 27.8 30.1 

Rarely (2-3 times per year) 23.9 21.6 21.8 20.5 23.5 12.8 22.1 19.9 24.3 
Never 20.9 18.8 19.4 23.0 16.5 18.8 21.4 25.2 16.5 
Don’t know / Not sure 2.6 2.3 1.6 3.3 3.0 2.7 3.4 4.6 3.9 

Watch videos or film          
Almost daily 2.6 1.7 0.8 3.3 1.8 3.4 2.8 2.0 3.9 
Frequently (1-2 times per 
week) 

18.3 24.4 25.0 24.6 29.9 31.5 22.8 32.5 32.0 

Occasionally (2-3 times per 
month) 

52.6 54.5 51.6 57.4 52.1 43.0 47.6 45.0 47.6 

Rarely (2-3 times per year) 21.7 16.5 16.1 10.7 13.4 18.8 22.8 15.9 15.5 
Never 3.9 2.3 4.8 4.1 2.1 2.0 4.1 2.6 1.0 
Don’t know / Not sure 0.9 0.6 1.6 0.0 0.6 1.3 0.0 2.0 0.0 

Answer questions / define 
terms from the textbook 

         

Almost daily 2.6 4.0 4.0 3.3 4.9 6.0 4.1 5.3 4.9 
Frequently (1-2 times per 
week) 

25.2 27.3 24.2 21.3 25.0 30.2 26.9 30.5 33.0 

Occasionally (2-3 times per 
month) 

32.2 28.4 29.0 20.5 33.5 36.9 30.3 28.5 23.3 

Rarely (2-3 times per year) 20.4 17.6 19.4 22.1 19.2 14.1 15.9 16.6 16.5 
Never 18.3 22.2 21.8 32.8 15.2 11.4 22.1 17.2 19.4 
Don’t know / Not sure 1.3 0.6 1.6 0.0 2.1 1.3 0.7 2.0 2.9 
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Participate in role playing / 
simulations 

         

Almost daily 0.4 2.8 1.6 0.8 2.1 2.0 0.7 0.0 0.0 
Frequently (1-2 times per 
week) 

13.0 9.1 7.3 9.8 16.2 19.5 10.3 13.9 9.7 

Occasionally (2-3 times per 
month) 

33.0 42.0 33.1 32.8 35.1 42.3 27.6 25.8 36.9 

Rarely (2-3 times per year) 33.0 26.1 36.3 32.8 32.3 20.8 39.3 35.1 30.1 
Never 18.3 18.2 20.2 22.1 11.9 13.4 21.4 22.5 22.3 
Don’t know / Not sure 2.2 1.7 1.6 1.6 2.4 2.0 0.7 2.6 1.0 

Examine primary source 
documents 

         

Almost daily 2.2 5.1 1.6 4.1 5.8 5.4 4.8 4.0 2.9 
Frequently (1-2 times per 
week) 

20.4 27.8 29.0 23.0 29.3 28.9 22.8 19.9 14.6 

Occasionally (2-3 times per 
month) 

33.9 29.0 24.2 36.1 35.4 32.2 29.7 27.8 43.7 

Rarely (2-3 times per year) 21.3 22.7 24.2 18.9 16.2 18.1 22.8 25.2 16.5 
Never 16.1 11.9 16.9 15.6 9.1 11.4 15.9 19.9 18.4 
Don’t know / Not sure 6.1 3.4 4.0 2.5 4.3 4.0 4.1 3.3 3.9 

Writing assignments such as 
essays and reflections 

         

Almost daily 3.5 4.0 4.0 5.7 6.4 0.7 8.3 2.6 4.9 
Frequently (1-2 times per 
week) 

23.5 29.0 24.2 22.1 38.1 35.6 28.3 19.2 29.1 

Occasionally (2-3 times per 
month) 

42.6 36.9 40.3 42.6 35.4 40.9 36.6 34.4 35.9 

Rarely (2-3 times per year) 18.7 20.5 17.7 14.8 12.2 14.8 12.4 24.5 17.5 
Never 10.9 8.5 12.1 13.9 6.1 6.0 14.5 17.2 12.6 
Don’t know / Not sure 0.9 1.1 1.6 0.8 1.8 2.0 0.0 2.0 0.0 

Use technology applications to 
enhance learning 

         

Almost daily 18.7 18.2 25.0 21.3 18.3 24.2 16.6 19.2 20.4 
Frequently (1-2 times per 
week) 

27.8 33.5 21.0 36.1 32.6 29.5 27.6 22.5 35.0 

Occasionally (2-3 times per 
month) 

26.1 27.3 32.3 21.3 30.2 25.5 28.3 31.8 28.2 

Rarely (2-3 times per year) 15.7 12.5 8.9 12.3 12.2 10.7 16.6 11.9 10.7 
Never 10.4 7.4 11.3 9.0 4.9 7.4 11.0 11.3 5.8 
Don’t know / Not sure 1.3 1.1 1.6 0.0 1.8 2.7 0.0 3.3 0.0 
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Please indicate your level of 
agreement with the following 
statements 

         

 267 
(n=230) 

GW 
(n=176) 

GP 
(n=124) 

GH 
(n=122) 

H 
(n=328) 

K 
(n=149) 

MB 
(n=145) 

NW 
(n=151) 

PL 
(n=103) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
My primary goal in teaching 
social studies is to help students 
master basic facts, concepts, 
and content 

         

Strongly disagree 3.0 4.5 7.3 4.1 5.5 5.4 5.5 3.3 1.0 
Disagree 26.5 27.3 17.7 20.5 28.0 26.2 26.2 13.9 30.1 
Agree 52.2 52.3 54.0 57.4 49.1 55.0 55.2 54.3 53.4 
Strongly agree 16.1 15.3 16.1 14.8 16.8 12.1 11.0 24.5 15.5 
Don’t know / Not sure 2.2 0.6 4.8 3.3 0.6 1.3 2.1 4.0 0.0 

My primary goal in teaching is 
to help develop students’ 
critical thinking and decision-
making skills 

         

Strongly disagree 0.4 0.6 2.4 1.6 0.9 2.0 2.1 0.7 1.0 
Disagree 1.7 1.1 0.0 1.6 1.2 2.0 4.1 0.0 2.9 
Agree 46.1 35.2 35.5 36.1 29.6 30.2 35.9 44.4 38.8 
Strongly agree 48.3 61.9 58.1 58.2 66.5 64.4 55.2 49.7 57.3 
Don’t know / Not sure 3.5 1.1 4.0 2.5 1.8 1.3 2.8 5.3 0.0 

Necessary materials are 
available to me to support 
social studies instruction 

         

Strongly disagree 5.2 4.5 4.8 9.0 7.9 2.7 7.6 6.6 6.8 
Disagree 21.3 21.0 33.9 22.1 19.8 11.4 23.4 22.5 17.5 
Agree 57.0 50.6 41.1 50.0 50.6 54.4 49.7 45.0 51.5 
Strongly agree 15.2 22.2 17.7 16.4 20.7 28.9 17.2 21.9 23.3 
Don’t know / Not sure 1.3 1.7 2.4 2.5 0.9 2.7 2.1 4.0 1.0 

My school’s administration is 
supportive of social studies as a 
subject area 

         

Strongly disagree 2.2 7.4 5.6 5.7 1.5 4.7 4.1 2.0 1.9 
Disagree 11.3 8.5 24.2 10.7 12.2 9.4 15.9 12.6 11.7 
Agree 54.8 50.0 36.3 51.6 47.0 42.3 47.6 51.0 48.5 
Strongly agree 25.2 30.1 24.2 26.2 34.5 38.3 28.3 27.8 37.9 
Don’t know / Not sure 6.5 4.0 9.7 5.7 4.9 5.4 4.1 6.6 0.0 

I collaborate with other social 
studies teachers in my 
school/district 

         

Strongly disagree 6.5 8.5 7.3 9.8 7.9 5.4 9.0 9.9 6.8 
Disagree 27.4 19.3 21.8 18.9 22.0 14.1 23.4 24.5 26.2 
Agree 41.7 44.3 37.9 39.3 36.9 52.3 39.3 39.1 43.7 
Strongly agree 23.9 25.6 29.8 29.5 30.8 26.2 26.9 21.9 19.4 
Don’t know / Not sure 0.4 2.3 3.2 2.5 2.4 2.0 1.4 4.6 3.9 
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State standards influence my 
instructional decision making in 
my classroom. 

         

Strongly disagree 2.6 4.0 6.5 2.5 2.4 4.7 4.1 4.6 4.9 
Disagree 12.6 15.3 12.1 4.1 14.0 18.1 12.4 13.2 17.5 
Agree 52.2 48.9 46.8 45.1 54.6 45.6 43.4 53.6 55.3 
Strongly agree 26.1 29.0 29.0 45.1 25.0 23.5 37.2 23.2 21.4 
Don’t know / Not sure 6.5 2.8 5.6 3.3 4.0 8.1 2.8 5.3 1.0 

State standards have a positive 
impact on my social studies 
teaching 

         

Strongly disagree 5.2 5.7 8.9 4.9 5.8 6.7 5.5 6.6 3.9 
Disagree 23.0 29.5 21.0 20.5 22.0 22.8 26.9 22.5 29.1 
Agree 46.5 39.2 46.0 41.0 49.4 40.3 37.9 47.7 51.5 
Strongly agree 9.6 16.5 11.3 22.1 11.0 14.1 17.9 7.9 13.6 
Don’t know / Not sure 15.7 9.1 12.9 11.5 11.9 16.1 11.7 15.2 1.9 

State standards influence the 
way I assess student learning 

         

Strongly disagree 2.2 3.4 4.8 3.3 4.6 6.0 4.8 4.6 4.9 
Disagree 21.3 25.0 19.4 13.9 23.2 21.5 16.6 17.9 21.4 
Agree 50.4 47.7 46.8 45.9 49.7 47.0 46.2 51.0 54.4 
Strongly agree 15.7 19.3 18.5 31.1 15.5 14.1 24.1 18.5 17.5 
Don’t know / Not sure 10.4 4.5 10.5 5.7 7.0 11.4 8.3 7.9 1.9 

 

In your opinion, how important are the following reasons 
to have social studies included in the curriculum? 

      

 267 
(n=229) 

GW 
(n=175) 

GP 
(n=124) 

GH 
(n=122) 

H 
(n=328) 

K 
(n=148) 

MB 
(n=145) 

NW 
(n=151) 

PL 
(n=103) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
To prepare good citizens          
  1 – Not at all important 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 
  2  0.4 0.6 0.8 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.0 1.0 
  3  1.7 4.6 2.4 2.5 2.1 2.0 4.1 3.3 1.0 
  4  14.4 12.6 8.1 9.0 11.0 13.5 15.2 11.3 10.7 
  5 – Very important 83.4 82.3 88.7 87.7 86.0 83.1 80.0 84.8 87.4 
  6 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.7 0.0 0.7 0.0 
Because it is required by 
state standards 

         

  1 – Not at all important 15.7 9.1 11.3 12.3 13.1 11.5 10.3 10.6 9.7 
  2  15.7 24.6 17.7 16.4 21.7 14.9 23.4 14.6 20.4 
  3  27.9 30.3 30.6 25.4 29.1 30.4 24.1 27.2 29.1 
  4  26.2 24.6 26.6 25.4 20.2 27.7 24.8 24.5 27.2 
  5 – Very important 13.1 11.4 11.3 20.5 13.8 13.5 15.9 22.5 13.6 
  6 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 1.3 0.0 2.4 0.0 2.1 2.0 1.4 0.7 0.0 
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To teach students 
content knowledge 

         

  1 – Not at all important 0.9 1.1 0.8 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
  2  3.0 4.6 2.4 0.0 2.4 4.8 8.3 4.0 4.9 
  3  22.6 19.4 21.0 23.8 22.3 18.4 21.4 11.3 22.3 
  4  35.2 38.3 45.2 43.4 37.0 42.9 36.6 43.0 41.7 
  5 – Very important 38.3 36.0 30.6 32.0 37.3 34.0 33.8 41.1 31.1 
  6 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.0 
To teach students life 
skills 

         

  1 – Not at all important 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 
  2  0.4 1.1 1.6 0.8 0.6 0.7 1.4 0.7 0.0 
  3  6.6 4.6 4.8 7.4 5.2 4.7 5.5 3.3 1.9 
  4  21.0 20.0 23.4 18.9 18.6 21.6 20.7 19.2 20.4 
  5 – Very important 72.1 74.3 70.2 73.0 74.7 72.3 72.4 75.5 76.7 
  6 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.9 0.0 0.0 1.3 1.0 
To prepare students for 
the next grade level 

         

  1 – Not at all important 2.6 1.7 0.8 0.0 2.4 2.7 1.4 0.7 2.9 
  2  6.1 7.4 7.3 3.3 6.7 7.5 2.8 5.3 2.9 
  3  22.2 25.7 21.0 26.2 24.5 21.8 26.2 18.5 19.4 
  4  36.5 36.0 40.3 30.3 34.6 38.1 37.2 35.8 39.8 
  5 – Very important 32.2 29.1 30.6 40.2 31.2 29.9 32.4 39.1 35.0 
  6 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.0 
To develop skills in being 
able to read, write, 
speak, listen, and think 
like a social scientist 

         

  1 – Not at all important 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.0 0.0 
  2  0.9 0.6 4.9 0.8 0.9 1.4 0.0 1.3 1.0 
  3  7.4 7.4 8.9 9.8 5.5 6.1 8.3 7.3 7.8 
  4  26.5 21.1 17.1 17.2 21.6 22.4 20.0 23.3 27.2 
  5 – Very important 64.3 70.9 69.1 72.1 70.4 70.1 71.0 67.3 63.1 
  6 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.7 1.0 
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 267 

(n=230) 
GW 

(n=176) 
GP 

(n=124) 
GH 

(n=122) 
H 

(n=328) 
K 

(n=149) 
MB 

(n=145) 
NW 

(n=151) 
PL 

(n=103) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
Does your school district 
have a pacing guide for 
social studies? 

         

1 – Yes 18.7 24.4 15.3 21.3 40.2 47.0 35.2 39.7 15.5 
2 – No 47.4 38.6 49.2 35.2 30.5 22.1 37.2 24.5 34.0 
3 – Don’t Know/Not 

Sure 
33.9 36.9 35.5 43.4 29.3 30.9 27.6 35.8 50.5 

 
 

 267 
(n=230) 

GW 
(n=176) 

GP 
(n=124) 

GH 
(n=122) 

H 
(n=328) 

K 
(n=149) 

MB 
(n=145) 

NW 
(n=151) 

PL 
(n=103) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
Has social studies 
professional 
development been 
made available to you 
within the past 3 years? 

         

1 – Yes 39.1 36.9 40.3 40.2 49.4 69.1 37.9 43.7 45.6 
2 – No 50.9 49.4 54.8 45.9 41.5 26.2 51.7 43.0 45.6 
3 – Don’t Know/Not 

Sure 
10.0 13.6 4.8 13.9 9.1 4.7 10.3 13.2 8.7 

 
 

 267 
(n=90) 

GW 
(n=65 ) 

GP 
(n=50 ) 

GH 
(n=49) 

H 
(n=162) 

K 
(n=103) 

MB 
(n=55) 

NW 
(n=66) 

PL 
(n=47) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
Within the past 3 years, have 
you participated in any the 
following social studies 
professional development 
opportunities in Iowa? 

         

A workshop focused on social 
studies 

48.9 47.7 58.0 57.1 50.0 58.3 70.9 39.4 48.9 

A college course focused on a 
social studies topic 

34.4 21.5 38.0 18.4 21.6 16.5 30.9 24.2 29.8 

A social studies book-study 
group 

3.3 7.7 0.0 2.0 8.0 17.5 9.1 4.5 4.3 

A social studies conference 32.2 29.2 32.0 28.6 39.5 23.3 34.5 19.7 29.8 
Other social studies 
professional development 
(please specify) 

14.4 24.6 10.0 22.4 23.5 33.0 18.2 16.7 14.9 

There are no professional 
development opportunities 
specific to social studies 

5.6 4.6 6.0 4.1 7.4 4.9 7.3 12.1 4.3 

Don’t Know/Not Sure 17.8 9.2 16.0 10.2 11.7 6.8 7.3 21.2 23.4 
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 267 

(n =13) 
GW 

(n =16) 
GP 

(n =5) 
GH 

(n=11) 
H 

(n=38) 
K 

(n=34) 
MB 

(n=10) 
NW 

(n=11) 
PL 

(n=7) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
Who provided [other text]?           

Your AEA  15.4 12.5 80.0 63.6 34.2 52.9 40.0 27.3 14.3 
Your District 30.8 43.8 20.0 45.4 55.3 70.6 40.0 36.4 42.9 
Teachers or social studies 
leaders within your district 

15.4 18.8 0.0 45.4 52.6 47.1 0.0 36.4 42.9 

A college or university 7.7 0.0 0.0 9.1 10.5 5.9 20.0 9.1 14.3 
A Professional Learning 
Community (PLC) 

7.7 0.0 0.0 18.2 26.3 14.7 10.0 0.0 14.3 

Your School 15.4 6.3 0.0 18.2 23.7 17.6 0.0 9.1 28.6 
A Professional Organization 
(e.g., ICSS, NCSS) 

7.7 0 0.0 0.0 10.5 2.9 20.0 0.0 0.0 

Iowa Department of 
Education 

0 0 20.0 36.4 13.2 5.9 0.0 18.2 0.0 

Other (please specify) 46.2 31.3 0.0 0.0 10.5 11.8 20.0 9.1 28.6 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 7.7 6.3 0.0 0.0 2.6 2.9 0.0 18.2 14.3 

 
 

 267 
(n =13) 

GW 
(n =16) 

GP 
(n =5) 

GH 
(n=11) 

H 
(n=38) 

K 
(n=34) 

MB 
(n=10) 

NW 
(n=11) 

PL 
(n=7) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
What social studies subjects were 
covered at [other text]? 

         

General social studies methods 92.3 43.8 40.0 63.6 60.5 61.8 50.0 54.5 71.4 
Government/civics 46.2 25.0 20.0 27.3 42.1 23.5 40.0 27.3 57.1 
Economics 38.5 12.5 20.0 36.4 31.6 26.5 30.0 9.1 42.9 
Geography 53.8 37.5 20.0 45.5 28.9 35.3 70.0 27.3 42.9 
Iowa History 23.1 18.8 0.0 18.2 10.5 8.8 0.0 9.1 28.6 
US History  46.2 37.5 0.0 45.5 55.3 32.4 70.0 45.5 57.1 
World History 30.8 37.5 0.0 45.5 28.9 29.4 60.0 27.3 57.1 
Behavioral Sciences (e.g. 
psychology or sociology) 

38.5 18.8 0.0 27.3 28.9 20.1 30.0 9.1 42.9 

Other (please specify) 7.7 37.5 20.0 27.3 23.7 38.2 20.0 9.1 28.6 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.6 0.0 0.0 9.1 0.0 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 267 
(n=44 ) 

GW 
(n=31 ) 

GP 
(n=29 ) 

GH 
(n=28) 

H 
(n=81) 

K 
(n=60) 

MB 
(n=39) 

NW 
(n=26) 

PL 
(n=23) 
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 % % % % % % % % % 
Who provided the workshop 
or workshops that you 
attended?  

         

Your AEA  56.8 51.6 75.9 75.0 39.5 68.3 69.2 50.0 60.9 
Your District 13.6 45.2 27.6 32.1 45.7 50.0 48.7 26.9 21.7 
Teachers or social studies 
leaders within your district 

18.2 32.3 10.3 25.0 28.4 43.3 15.4 15.4 13.0 

A college or university 25.0 22.6 34.5 10.7 13.6 13.3 33.3 34.6 21.7 
A Professional Learning 
Community (PLC) 

11.4 16.1 13.8 10.7 25.9 16.7 12.8 11.5 8.7 

Your School 9.1 29.0 6.9 10.7 25.9 20.0 10.3 15.4 8.7 
A Professional Organization 
(e.g., ICSS, NCSS) 

31.8 22.6 27.6 10.7 38.3 6.7 28.2 7.7 34.8 

Iowa Department of 
Education 

18.2 3.2 13.8 21.4 12.3 11.7 17.9 19.2 8.7 

Other (please specify) 18.2 16.1 0.0 3.6 9.9 6.7 5.1 3.8 4.3 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.8 4.3 

 
 

 267 
(n =44) 

GW 
(n =31) 

GP 
(n =29) 

GH 
(n=28) 

H 
(n=81) 

K 
(n=60) 

MB 
(n=39) 

NW 
(n=26) 

PL 
(n=23) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
What social studies subjects 
were covered at the 
workshop(s) you attended? 

         

General social studies 
methods 

72.7 64.5 72.4 71.4 70.4 83.3 66.7 61.5 78.3 

Government/civics 22.7 29.0 24.1 14.3 29.6 21.7 17.9 26.9 30.4 
Economics 9.1 6.5 13.8 3.6 18.5 15.0 7.7 11.5 21.7 
Geography 27.3 9.7 20.7 17.9 29.6 21.7 33.3 15.4 26.1 
Iowa History 18.2 9.7 10.3 7.1 11.1 11.7 10.3 7.7 8.7 
US History 36.4 41.9 41.4 28.6 51.9 33.3 48.7 53.8 34.8 
World History 18.2 12.9 27.6 14.3 37.0 21.7 30.8 38.5 30.4 
Behavioral Sciences 
(psychology or sociology) 

15.9 0.0 
 

3.4 14.3 21.0 11.7 15.4 7.7 30.4 

Other (please specify) 18.2 19.4 17.2 17.9 12.3 15.0 23.1 7.7 21.7 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 2.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.5 0.0 0.0 7.7 4.3 
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 267 
(n =31 ) 

GW 
(n =14 ) 

GP 
(n =19 ) 

GH 
(n =9) 

H 
(n=35) 

K 
(n=17) 

MB 
(n=17) 

NW 
(n=16) 

PL 
(n=14) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
Who sponsored the social 
studies college course or 
courses that you attended? 

         

Your AEA  38.7 28.6 26.3 22.2 28.6 29.4 17.6 18.8 57.1 
Your District 3.2 14.3 5.3 0.0 31.4 23.5 17.6 6.3 14.3 
A college or university 67.7 71.4 78.9 44.4 62.9 47.1 58.8 75.0 64.3 
Your School 0.0 21.4 0.0 11.1 28.6 0.0 5.9 6.3 7.1 
A Professional Organization 
(e.g., ICSS, NCSS) 

25.8 21.4 21.1 0.0 17.1 11.8 17.6 0.0 7.1 

Iowa Department of 
Education 

9.7 0.0 0.0 22.2 5.7 0.0 11.8 0.0 7.1 

Other (please specify) 12.9 7.1 0.0 11.1 8.6 11.8 5.9 12.5 0.0 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 0.0 5.3 0.0 5.7 5.9 5.9 6.3 7.1 

 
 

 267 
(n =31 

) 

GW 
(n=14) 

GP 
(n =19 ) 

GH 
(n=9) 

H 
(n=35) 

K 
(n=17) 

MB 
(n=17) 

NW 
(n=16) 

PL 
(n=14) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
What social studies subjects 
were covered at the college 
course(s) you attended? 

         

General social studies 
methods 

48.4 42.9 47.4 44.4 28.6 41.2 41.2 31.3 42.9 

Government/civics 22.6 35.7 10.5 11.1 34.3 23.5 23.5 25.0 35.7 
Economics 9.7 14.3 21.1 11.1 11.4 11.8 5.9 31.3 50.0 
Geography 38.7 21.4 10.5 22.2 25.7 17.6 23.5 18.8 42.9 
Iowa History 16.1 7.1 0.0 0.0 11.4 5.9 17.6 0.0 0.0 
US History 29.0 35.7 21.1 22.2 40.0 47.1 29.4 50.0 35.7 
World History 9.7 28.6 21.1 22.2 34.3 5.9 23.5 25.0 35.7 
Behavioral Sciences 
(psychology or sociology) 

29.0 28.6 26.3 22.2 25.7 17.6 35.3 18.8 35.7 

Other (please specify) 3.2 7.1 5.3 11.1 8.6 11.8 23.5 6.3 0.0 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 3.2 0.0 0.0 11.1 8.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
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 267 

(n=3) 
GW 

(n =5 ) 
GP 
(n =0) 

GH 
(n =1) 

H 
(n=13) 

K 
(n=18) 

MB 
(n=5) 

NW 
(n=3) 

PL 
(n=2) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
Who provided the book-study 
group or groups that you 
attended?  

         

Your AEA  66.7 0.0 0.0 100.0 7.7 11.1 20.0 33.3 0.0 
Your District 33.3 60.0 0.0 0.0 46.2 50.0 60.0 0.0 50.0 
Teachers or social studies 
leaders within your district 

33.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 53.9 38.9 60.0 33.3 0.0 

A college or university 33.3 20.0 0.0 0.0 7.7 0.0 20.0 0.0 50.0 
A Professional Learning 
Community (PLC) 

33.3 20.0 0.0 0.0 23.1 5.6 0.0 33.3 50.0 

Your School 0.0 0.0 0.0 
 

0.0 23.1 22.2 40.0 66.7 0.0 

A Professional Organization 
(e.g., ICSS, NCSS) 

0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
 

5.6 0.0 66.7 0.0 

Iowa Department of 
Education 

33.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 33.3 0.0 

Other (please specify) 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 11.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

 
 267 

(n =3 ) 
GW 

(n =5 ) 
GP 

(n =0 ) 
GH 

(n=1) 
H 

(n=13) 
K 

(n=18) 
MB 

(n=5) 
NW 

(n=3) 
PL 

(n=2) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
What social studies subjects were 
covered at the book-study 
group(s) you attended? 

         

General social studies methods 33.3 80.0 0.0 100.0 30.8 88.9 60.0 33.3 100.0 
Government/civics 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 23.1 16.7 20.0 0.0 0.0 
Economics 0.0 40.0 0.0 0.0 15.4 16.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Geography 33.3 20.0 0.0 0.0 23.1 11.1 20.0 33.3 0.0 
Iowa History 33.3 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 11.1 0.0 33.3 0.0 
US History 33.3 20.0 0.0 0.0 46.2 27.8 20.0 66.7 0.0 
World History 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 7.7 5.6 20.0 33.3 0.0 
Behavioral Sciences (psychology 
or sociology) 

0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 7.7 11.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Other (please specify) 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 7.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 33.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
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 267 
(n=29) 

GW 
(n =19 ) 

GP 
(n =16 ) 

GH 
(n=14) 

H 
(n=64) 

K 
(n=24) 

MB 
(n=19) 

NW 
(n=13) 

PL 
(n=14) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
Who sponsored the conference 
or conferences that you 
attended?  

         

Your AEA  37.9 21.1 12.5 57.1 20.3 37.5 36.8 46.2 28.6 
Your District 6.9 36.8 12.5 42.9 18.8 29.2 26.3 38.5 0.0 
A college or university 6.9 15.8 12.5 7.1 9.4 12.5 36.8 23.1 21.4 
Your School 3.4 5.3 6.3 14.3 9.4 20.8 10.5 23.1 0.0 
A Professional Organization 
(e.g., ICSS, NCSS) 

62.1 73.7 56.3 28.6 60.9 37.5 57.9 15.4 78.6 

Iowa Department of 
Education 

13.8 0.0 18.8 14.3 14.1 16.7 31.6 23.1 71.4 

Other (please specify) 6.9 0.0 6.3 0.0 17.2 8.3 10.5 0.0 0.0 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 6.9 5.3 6.3 0.0 0.0 4.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 
 

 

   267 
(n =29 ) 

GW 
(n =19 ) 

GP 
(n =16 ) 

GH 
(n=14) 

H 
(n=64) 

K 
(n=24) 

MB 
(n=19) 

NW 
(n=13) 

PL 
(n=14) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
What social studies subjects 
were covered at the 
conference(s) you attended?  

         

General social studies 
methods 

82.8 84.2 100.0 85.7 75.0 83.3 84.2 69.2 92.9 

Government/civics 27.6 52.6 37.5 28.6 46.9 33.3 21.1 30.8 50.0 
Economics 13.8 36.8 37.5 21.4 40.6 16.7 5.3 38.5 42.9 
Geography 24.1 47.4 25.0 21.4 42.2 25.0 26.3 15.4 50.0 
Iowa History 27.6 5.3 12.5 7.1 18.8 20.8 10.5 7.7 28.6 
US History 37.9 73.7 56.3 28.6 60.9 45.8 42.1 61.5 50.0 
World History 20.7 57.9 37.5 42.9 53.1 29.2 36.8 30.7 57.1 
Behavioral Sciences 
(psychology or sociology) 

20.7 26.3 18.8 21.4 34.4 29.2 15.8 30.7 35.7 

Other (please specify) 3.4 5.3 6.3 7.1 7.8 8.3 15.8 7.7 7.1 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 6.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
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 267 
(n=230) 

GW 
(n=176) 

GP 
(n=124) 

GH 
(n=122) 

H 
(n=328) 

K 
(n=149) 

MB 
(n=145) 

NW 
(n=151) 

PL 
(n=103) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
Social studies 
professional 
development available 
within the past 3 years? 

         

1 – Yes 37.0 35.2 37.9 38.5 45.7 65.8 35.2 38.4 43.7 
2 – No 53.0 51.1 57.3 47.5 45.1 29.5 54.5 48.3 47.6 
3 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 10.0 13.6 4.8 13.9 9.1 4.7 10.3 13.2 8.7 

 
 

To what degree have each of the following been factors in 
deciding whether or not to participate in a social studies 
professional development opportunity? 

      

 267 
(n=230) 

GW 
(n=176) 

GP 
(n=124) 

GH 
(n=122) 

H 
(n=328) 

K 
(n=149) 

MB 
(n=145) 

NW 
(n =151) 

PL 
(n=103) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
Lack of time           

1 – Not a factor 6.7 6.2 14.0 18.4 14.8 18.4 12.7 13.6 12.8 
2 – Minor factor 30.0 33.8 32.0 32.7 35.8 22.3 27.3 28.8 27.7 
3 – Major factor 57.8 53.8 52.0 44.9 45.1 53.4 56.4 53.0 55.3 
4 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 5.6 6.2 2.0 4.1 4.3 5.8 3.6 4.5 4.3 

The cost of registration          
1 – Not a factor 22.2 18.5 28.0 30.6 23.5 22.3 23.6 31.8 25.5 
2 – Minor factor 41.1 38.5 46.0 32.7 42.6 34.0 38.2 33.3 46.8 
3 – Major factor 31.1 36.9 22.0 30.6 25.9 33.0 36.4 24.2 21.3 
4 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 5.6 6.2 4.0 6.1 8.0 10.7 1.8 10.6 6.4 

Travel constraints (i.e., 
distance) 

         

1 – Not a factor 16.7 9.2 12.0 22.4 19.1 18.4 20.0 22.7 17.0 
2 – Minor factor 51.1 43.1 38.0 28.6 39.5 32.0 36.4 22.7 42.6 
3 – Major factor 26.7 43.1 46.0 42.9 32.1 38.8 41.8 43.9 34.0 
4 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 5.6 4.6 4.0 6.1 9.3 10.7 1.8 10.6 6.4 

Inconvenient scheduling
  

         

1 – Not a factor 7.8 6.2 10.0 10.2 9.3 14.6 9.1 18.2 12.8 
2 – Minor factor 38.9 23.1 28.0 34.7 42.0 31.1 32.7 18.2 40.4 
3 – Major factor 48.9 64.6 60.0 51.0 39.5 46.6 56.4 53.0 40.4 
4 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 4.4 6.2 2.0 4.1 9.3 7.8 1.8 10.6 6.4 

Limited opportunities 
specific to SS  

         

1 – Not a factor 16.7 13.8 12.0 10.2 24.7 19.4 27.3 12.1 25.5 
2 – Minor factor 43.3 26.2 36.0 28.6 32.1 31.1 23.6 36.4 36.2 
3 – Major factor 33.3 52.3 48.0 55.1 36.4 38.8 41.8 42.4 31.9 
4 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 6.7 7.7 4.0 6.1 6.8 10.7 7.3 9.1 6.4 
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Lack of district support or 
school support 

         

1 – Not a factor 62.2 53.8 54.0 55.1 47.5 54.4 58.2 48.5 70.2 
2 – Minor factor 27.8 27.7 24.0 28.6 31.5 18.4 29.1 22.7 21.3 
3 – Major factor 5.6 13.8 18.0 6.1 14.8 14.6 10.9 13.6% 2.1 
4 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 4.4 4.6 4.0 10.2 6.2 12.6 1.8 15.2% 6.4 

  
 

 267 
(n=230) 

GW 
(n=176) 

GP 
(n=124) 

GH 
(n=122) 

H 
(n=328) 

K 
(n=149) 

MB 
(n=145) 

NW 
(n=151) 

PL 
(n=103) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
Thinking about the 
number of opportunities 
available within your 
district for social studies 
professional 
development, do you 
think there are too few, 
too many or about the 
right number of 
opportunities available? 

         

1 – Too few 70.0 69.3 80.6 67.2 66.5 55.0 74.5 66.2 65.0 
2 – About right 17.0 16.5 12.9 17.2 25.0 29.5 15.9 16.6 24.3 
3 – Too many 0.4 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.3 4.0 0.0 2.0 1.9 
4 – Don’t Know/ Not 

Sure 
12.6 13.6 6.5 15.6 8.2 11.4 9.7 15.2 8.7 

 
 267 

(n=230) 
GW 

(n=176) 
GP 

(n=124) 
GH 

(n=122) 
H 

(n=328) 
K 

(n=149) 
MB 

(n=145) 
NW 

(n=151) 
PL 

(n=103) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
Which of the following 
social studies subjects 
would you like to receive 
more professional 
development in? 

         

General social studies 
methods 

46.5 35.8 39.5 36.9 39.0 29.5 41.4 37.1 34.0 

Government/civics 17.0 19.9 25.0 19.7 3.5 21.5 26.2 15.9 12.6 
Economics 14.8 18.2 18.5 21.3 18.9 16.8 9.7 10.6 16.5 
Geography 30.9 26.1 31.5 23.0 26.2 16.8 28.3 19.9 21.4 
Iowa History 20.4 23.3 20.2 19.7 19.8 13.4 17.9 19.9 14.6 
US History 26.5 29.9 37.9 23.0 30.2 25.5 31.7 28.5 21.4 
World History 16.1 18.8 20.2 12.3 19.5 13.4 19.3 15.2 12.6 
Behavioral Sciences 
(psychology or 
sociology) 

12.2 15.3 14.5 16.4 16.2 12.1 9.7 10.6 9.7 

Other (please specify) 5.2 5.1 6.5 1.6 3.4 2.0 2.8 3.3 5.8 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 3.5 5.1 5.6 4.9 3.7 4.0 6.2 6.6 6.8 
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Overall, considering social studies professional development, 
how would you describe your level of satisfaction with… 

      

 267 
(n=90) 

GW 
(n=65) 

GP 
(n=50) 

GH 
(n=49) 

H 
(n=162) 

K 
(n=103) 

MB 
(n=55) 

NW 
(n=66) 

PL 
(n=47) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
The amount of professional 
development offered by 
your district  

         

1 – Very dissatisfied 12.2 13.8 16.0 4.1 9.3 4.9 12.7 13.6 8.5 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 31.1 27.7 38.0 28.6 29.6 26.2 32.7 25.8 23.4 
3 – Somewhat satisfied 37.8 32.3 32.0 42.9 39.5 44.7 34.5 33.3 38.3 
4 – Very satisfied 8.9 12.3 8.0 22.4 17.3 22.3 18.2 15.2 19.1 
5 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 10.0 13.8 6.0 2.0 4.3 1.9 1.8 12.1 10.6 

The amount of professional 
development offered by 
your AEA 

         

1 – Very dissatisfied 5.6 9.2 12.0 0.0 9.9 8.7 7.3 9.1 0.0 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 27.8 26.2 34.0 26.5 26.5 18.4 29.1 25.8 34.0 
3 – Somewhat satisfied 46.7 38.5 40.0 57.1 42.0 46.6 43.6 33.3 44.7 
4 – Very satisfied 10.0 6.2 8.0 12.2 8.6 14.6 12.7 12.1 14.9 
5 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 10.0 20.0 6.0 4.1 13.0 11.7 7.3 19.7 6.4 

The variety of professional 
development offered by 
your district 

         

1 – Very dissatisfied 10.0 16.9 22.0 12.2 11.7 15.5 14.5 15.2 14.9 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 35.6 32.3 30.0 32.7 31.5 28.2 36.4 24.2 27.7 
3 – Somewhat satisfied 40.0 29.2 36.0 34.7 38.3 37.9 32.7 28.8 42.6 
4 – Very satisfied 2.2 9.2 8.0 18.4 13.0 12.6 14.5 15.2 8.5 
5 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 12.2 12.3 4.0 2.0 5.6 5.8 1.8 16.7 6.4 

The variety of professional 
development offered by 
your AEA  

         

1 – Very dissatisfied 4.4 9.2 20.0 6.1 11.1 12.6 5.5 10.6 10.6 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 30.0 27.7 38.0 24.5 27.8 23.3 29.1 24.2 36.2 
3 – Somewhat satisfied 46.7 36.9 30.0 53.1 35.2 40.8 49.1 36.4 42.6 
4 – Very satisfied 8.9 6.2 6.0 8.2 11.1 8.7 9.1 7.6 4.3 
5 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 10.0 20.0 6.0 8.2 14.8 14.6 7.3 21.2 6.4 
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267 
(n=13) 

GW 
(n=22) 

GP 
(n=11) 

GH 
(n=14) 

H 
(n=55) 

K 
(n=52) 

MB 
(n=24) 

NW 
(n=14) 

PL 
(n=08) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
[if received SS PD from 
district] The quality of 
professional development 
offered by your District 

         

1 – Very dissatisfied 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.6 13.5 8.3 0.0 12.5 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 15.4 18.2 18.2 21.4 21.8 21.2 29.2 21.4 25.0 
3 – Somewhat satisfied 84.6 59.1 63.6 57.1 41.8 42.3 37.5 42.9 62.5 
4 – Very satisfied 0.0 18.2 18.2 21.4 29.1 21.2 25.0 35.7 0.0 
5 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 4.5 0.0 0.0 3.6 1.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 
 267 

(n=33) 
GW 

(n=18) 
GP 

(n=27) 
GH 

(n=25) 
H 

(n=46) 
K 

(n=58) 
MB 

(n=28) 
NW 

(n=17) 
PL 

(n=20) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
          

[if received SS PD from 
district] The quality of 
professional development 
offered by your AEA 

         

1 – Very dissatisfied 0.0 0.0 14.8 0.0 6.5 8.6 0.0 17.6 0.0 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 21.2 38.9 29.6 8.0 17.4 20.7 17.9 17.6 35.0 
3 – Somewhat satisfied 60.6 38.9 44.4 60.0 56.5 39.7 53.6 47.1 50.0 
4 – Very satisfied 9.1 22.2 7.4 32.0 19.6 22.4 21.4 11.8 10.0 
5 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 9.1 0.0 3.7 0.0 0.0 8.6 7.1 5.9 5.0 

       
 

       
 267 

(n=230) 
GW 

(n=176) 
GP 

(n=124) 
GH 

(n=122) 
H 

(n=328) 
K 

(n=149) 
MB 

(n=145) 
NW 

(n=151) 
PL 

(n=103) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
If more social studies 
professional 
development 
opportunities were 
made available, how 
likely would it be that 
you would attend? 

         

1 - Very unlikely 4.3 6.3 2.4 5.7 3.4 6.0 2.1 4.0 3.9 
2 - Somewhat unlikely 7.0 6.8 11.3 6.6 7.0 10.7 8.3 7.9 7.8 
3 - Somewhat likely 52.2 47.7 44.4 46.7 45.7 47.7 42.8 43.0 47.6 
4 - Very likely 29.1 34.1 37.9 36.1 40.5 27.5 42.1 35.1 36.9 
5 – Don’t Know/Not 

Sure 
7.4 5.1 4.0 4.9 3.4 8.1 4.8 9.9 3.9 
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 267 

(n=230) 
GW 

(n=176) 
GP 

(n=124) 
GH 

(n=122) 
H 

(n=327) 
K 

(n=149) 
MB 

(n=145) 
NW 

(n=151) 
PL 

(n=103) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
How familiar would you 
say you are with the 
Iowa Core in Social 
Studies? 

         

1 – Very unfamiliar 20.9 12.5 19.4 9.8 15.0 17.4 17.2 13.9 8.7 
2 – Somewhat 

unfamiliar 
13.5 15.3 12.1 9.0 13.5 17.4 15.2 13.2 14.6 

3 – Somewhat familiar 46.5 46.6 44.4 50.8 44.0 43.6 35.2 53.6 52.4 
4 – Very familiar 18.3 24.4 21.8 29.5 26.0 20.1 31.0 18.5 24.3 
5 – Don’t know/Not 

Sure 
0.9 1.1 2.4 0.8 1.5 1.3 1.4 0.7 0.0 

 
 

       
 267 

(n=230) 
GW 

(n=176) 
GP 

(n=123) 
GH 

(n=122) 
H 

(n=327) 
K 

(n=149) 
MB 

(n=145) 
NW 

(n=151) 
PL 

(n=102) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
Thinking about the 
materials you need to 
teach to the Iowa Core 
in Social Studies, would 
you say you have all, 
most, some or none of 
the materials you need? 

         

All 4.3 5.1 2.4 4.1 7.6 8.7 7.6 3.3 6.9 
Most 29.6 27.8 28.5 31.1 34.3 34.2 29.7 27.2 32.4 
Some 43.9 47.7 54.5 52.5 41.9 36.2 44.1 51.7 45.1 
None 7.4 6.3 9.8 5.7 6.7 1.3 9.0 9.9 3.9 
Don’t know/Not Sure 14.8 13.1 4.9 6.6 9.5 19.5 9.7 7.9 11.8 

 
       
 267 

(n=230) 
GW 

(n=176) 
GP 

(n=122) 
GH 

(n=122) 
H 

(n=327) 
K 

(n=149) 
MB 

(n=145) 
NW 

(n=151) 
PL 

(n=102) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
Overall, how aligned 
would you say the 
current content of your 
social studies classes is 
compared with the Iowa 
Core in Social Studies? 

         

Need significant 
realignment 

6.1 8.5 12.3 4.9 6.1 2.7 9.7 6.0 5.9 

Need some 
realignment 

20.0 18.2 20.5 14.8 16.2 13.4 16.6 17.9 19.6 

Somewhat aligned 43.0 44.9 43.4 45.1 44.3 49.7 40.7 49.7 50.0 
In complete alignment 15.2 15.3 8.2 25.4 19.3 12.1 19.3 10.6 15.7 
Don’t know/Not Sure 15.7 13.1 15.6 9.8 14.1 22.1 13.8 15.9 8.8 
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 267 
(n=230) 

GW 
(n=176) 

GP 
(n=122) 

GH 
(n=122) 

H 
(n=327) 

K 
(n=149) 

MB 
(n=145) 

NW 
(n=151) 

PL 
(n=102) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
How satisfied are you 
with the Iowa Core in 
Social Studies? 

         

1 – Very dissatisfied 7.8 10.8 9.0 9.0 5.2 7.4 8.3 6.0 5.9 
2 – Somewhat 

dissatisfied 
13.9 18.2 13.1 20.5 21.7 15.4 15.2 13.9 19.6 

3 - Somewhat satisfied 43.5 43.8 49.2 45.1 43.1 42.3 41.4 46.4 54.9 
4 - Very satisfied 4.8 8.5 4.1 12.3 5.8 5.4 8.3 4.6 2.9 
5 - Don’t know/Not 

Sure 
30.0 18.8 24.6 13.1 24.2 29.5 26.9 29.1 16.7 

 
 

 267 
(n=63) 

GW 
(n=37) 

GP 
(n=35) 

GH 
(n=38) 

H 
(n=86) 

K 
(n=75) 

MB 
(n=42) 

NW 
(n=28) 

PL 
(n=35) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
Have you participated in 
professional development 
on the Iowa Core in Social 
Studies? 

         

Yes 68.3 94.6 85.7 92.1 82.6 92.0 78.6 64.3 85.7 
No 27.0 5.4 14.3 7.9 14.0 6.7 19.0 28.6 14.3 
Don’t know/Not Sure 4.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.5 1.3 2.4 7.1 0.0 
 

 
       
 267 

(n=230) 
GW 

(n=176) 
GP 

(n=124) 
GH 

(n=122) 
H 

(n=328) 
K 

(n=149) 
MB 

(n=145) 
NW 

(n=151) 
PL 

(n=103) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
Who provided this 
professional 
development? 

         

Your AEA 9.6 2.8 12.9 14.8 7.3 26.8 13.8 4.6 13.6 
Your District 10.9 15.9 9.7 16.4 16.2 28.2 15.2 10.6 18.4 
Other (please specify) 3.5 1.7 4.8 3.3 1.2 1.3 1.4 0.0 1.9 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.9 0.6 0.8 0.0 1.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.9 
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 267 

(n=43) 
GW 

(n=34) 
GP 

(n=30) 
GH 

(n=35) 
H 

(n=70) 
K 

(n=69) 
MB 

(n=33) 
NW 

(n=18) 
PL 

(n=30) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
How satisfied were you with 
the professional 
development you received 
on the Iowa Core in Social 
Studies? 

         

1 – Very dissatisfied 4.7 0.0 10.0 2.9 4.3 8.7 3.0 5.6 6.7 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 20.9 11.8 16.7 11.4 11.4 17.4 6.1 22.2 23.3 
3 - Somewhat satisfied 69.8 61.8 50.0 68.6 68.6 50.7 60.6 61.1 53.3 
4 - Very satisfied 4.7 23.5 16.7 17.1 14.3 20.3 30.3 5.6 16.7 
5 - Don’t know/Not Sure 0.0 2.9 6.7 0.0 1.4 2.9 0.0 5.6 0.0 

 
How effective do you think the Iowa Core in Social Studies 
is in preparing students for… 

      

 267 
(n=226) 

GW 
(n=173) 

GP 
(n=121) 

GH 
(n=120) 

H 
(n=322) 

K 
(n=146) 

MB 
(n=145) 

NW 
(n=149) 

PL 
(n=100) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
College          

1 – Very ineffective 3.5 9.8 5.0 4.2 5.0 3.4 3.4 7.4 3.0 
2 – Ineffective 11.5 14.5 18.2 15.0 14.0 10.3 12.4 15.4 15.0 
3 – Effective 39.8 37.6 35.5 42.5 42.9 44.5 35.2 38.3 50.0 
4 – Very effective 7.1 9.8 8.3 10.0 7.5 6.8 15.2 8.7 6.0 
5 - Don’t know/Not 

Sure 
38.1 28.3 33.1 28.3 30.7 34.9 33.8 30.2 26.0 

Career          
1 – Very ineffective 3.5 8.7 5.8 5.8 4.7 4.8 5.5 6.7 1.0 
2 – Ineffective 15.9 17.9 18.2 16.7 18.0 14.4 11.7 16.1 21.0 
3 – Effective 37.2 39.9 38.8 39.2 41.0 40.4 38.6 39.6 42.0 
4 – Very effective 5.3 5.2 6.6 10.8 6.2 4.1 11.0 8.1 10.0 
5 - Don’t know/Not 

Sure 
38.1 28.3 30.6 27.5 30.1 36.3 33.1 29.5 26.0 

Civic life and citizenship          
1 – Very ineffective 2.7 6.4 7.4 3.3 3.1 4.8 5.5 8.1 1.0 
2 – Ineffective 7.5 12.1 7.4 12.5 13.4 11.0 9.0 9.4 12.0 
3 – Effective 44.2 41.6 47.1 45.0 44.1 41.8 37.9 43.6 46.0 
4 – Very effective 11.9 14.5 9.9 19.2 11.8 9.6 15.2 12.1 18.0 
5 - Don’t know/Not 

Sure 
33.6 25.4 28.1 20.0 27.6 32.9 32.4 26.8 23.0 
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 267 
(n=107) 

GW 
(n=93) 

GP 
(n=66) 

GH 
(n=56) 

H 
(n=203) 

K 
(n=91) 

MB 
(n=77) 

NW 
(n=66) 

PL 
(n=52) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
How familiar are you with 
Iowa Core Literacy 
Standards for history and 
social studies? 

         

1 – Very unfamiliar 7.5 8.6 4.5 3.6 8.4 6.6 5.2 3.0 5.8 
2 – Unfamiliar 11.2 20.4 12.1 8.9 15.3 12.1 9.1 31.8 13.5 
3 – Familiar 63.6 52.7 59.1 55.4 49.3 50.5 45.5 50.0 53.8 
4 – Very familiar 15.0 14.0 21.2 32.1 22.7 26.4 36.4 9.1 26.9 
5 - Don’t know/Not Sure 2.8 4.3 3.0 0.0 4.4 4.4 3.9 6.1 0.0 

 
 

 267 
(n=107) 

GW 
(n=93) 

GP 
(n=66) 

GH 
(n=56) 

H 
(n=203) 

K 
(n=91) 

MB 
(n=77) 

NW 
(n=66) 

PL 
(n=52) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
In your opinion, how 
prepared are you to teach 
the Iowa Core Literacy 
Standards tor history and 
social studies? 

         

1 – Very unprepared 7.5 7.5 4.5 5.4 5.9 5.5 5.2 7.6 5.8 
2 – Unprepared 17.8 26.9 25.8 16.1 20.7 14.3 15.6 25.8 19.2 
3 – Prepared 51.4 51.6 53.0 46.4 47.3 53.8 50.6 51.5 59.6 
4 – Very prepared 18.7 9.7 10.6 32.1 20.7 20.9 24.7 9.1 15.4 
5 – Don’t know/Not Sure 4.7 4.3 6.1 0.0 5.4 5.5 3.9 6.1 0.0 

 
 

 267 
(n=105) 

GW 
(n=93) 

GP 
(n=66) 

GH 
(n=56) 

H 
(n=203) 

K 
(n=90) 

MB 
(n=75) 

NW 
(n=65) 

PL 
(n=52) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
Overall, how well aligned is 
the content of your current 
social studies classes with 
the Iowa Core Literacy 
Standards for history and 
social studies? 

         

1 – Need significant 
realignment 

3.8 4.3 6.1 3.6 2.5 2.2 1.3 1.5 1.9 

2 – Need some 
realignment 

21.0 25.8 30.3 16.1 18.7 22.2 13.3 20.0 13.5 

3 – Somewhat aligned 57.1 38.7 39.4 62.5 45.8 48.9 57.3 52.3 67.3 
4 – In complete 

alignment 
8.6 8.6 16.7 14.3 17.7 13.3 17.3 6.2 5.8 

5 – Don’t know/Not Sure 9.5 22.6 7.6 3.6 15.3 13.3 10.7 20.0 11.5 
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 267 
(n=105) 

GW 
(n=93) 

GP 
(n=66) 

GH 
(n=56) 

H 
(n=203) 

K 
(n=90) 

MB 
(n=75) 

NW 
(n=65) 

PL 
(n=52) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
How satisfied are you with 
the Core Literacy 
Standards for history and 
social studies? 

         

1 – Very dissatisfied 6.7 4.3 7.6 3.6 1.5 4.4 5.3 6.2 0.0 
2 – Somewhat 

dissatisfied 
15.2 14.0 15.2 10.7 13.8 11.1 9.3 21.5 9.6 

3 – Somewhat satisfied 56.2 45.2 57.6 60.7 50.7 56.7 52.0 38.5 63.5 
4 – Very satisfied 3.8 8.6 7.6 19.6 12.8 11.1 20.0 4.6 7.7 
5 – Don’t know/Not Sure 18.1 28.0 12.1 5.4 21.2 16.7 13.3 29.2 19.2 
 

 
 267 

(n=230) 
GW 

(n=176) 
GP 

(n=124) 
GH 

(n=122) 
H 

(n=328) 
K 

(n=149) 
MB 

(n=145) 
NW 

(n=151) 
PL 

(n=103) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
To your knowledge, what 
social studies resources or 
materials does your AEA 
make available to 
teachers? 

         

Classroom materials 
(e.g., books, DVDs, etc.) 

60.4 54.5 65.3 76.2 49.7 73.2 49.0 64.2 52.4 

Professional 
development 
opportunities such as 
workshops or courses 

37.0 26.7 30.6 38.5 33.2 51.0 35.2 31.1 35.9 

Other 0.9 1.1 3.2 1.6 1.2 1.3 3.4 0.0 1.9 
None; AEA does not 
make resources 
available  

0.4 1.1 1.6 0.0 1.2 0.0 2.8 2.0 1.0 

Don’t Know/Not Sure 32.6 38.1 27.4 18.0 40.2 19.5 40.0 29.8 34.0 
 

 
 
 

      

 267 
(n=147) 

GW 
(n=104) 

GP 
(n=85) 

GH 
(n=98) 

H 
(n=182) 

K 
(n=115) 

MB 
(n=81) 

NW 
(n=100) 

PL 
(n=63) 

 % % %       
Have you requested any 
resources related to social 
studies from your AEA 
within the past year? 

         

Yes 47.6 35.6 49.4 53.1 27.5 53.9 33.3 35.0 33.3 
No 52.4 64.4 50.6 46.9 72.5 46.1 66.7 65.0 66.7 
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 267 
(n=70) 

GW 
(n=37) 

GP 
(n=42) 

GH 
(n=52) 

H 
(n=50) 

K 
(n=62) 

MB 
(n=27) 

NW 
(n=35) 

PL 
(n=21) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
Are the resources provided by 
your AEA adequate or not 
adequate for your social 
studies teaching needs? 

         

Adequate 85.7 73.0 85.7 80.8 78.0 85.5 74.1 82.9 85.7 
Not adequate 8.6 16.2 4.8 11.5 16.0 6.5 11.1 5.7 4.8 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 5.7 10.8 9.5 7.7 6.0 8.1 14.8 11.4 9.5 

 
 

       
 267 

(n=147) 
GW 

(n=104) 
GP 

(n=85) 
GH 

(n=98) 
H 

(n=182) 
K 

(n=115) 
MB 

(n=81) 
NW 

(n=100) 
PL 

(n=63) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
Are there any social 
studies resources that you 
would want, but are not 
currently available from 
your AEA? 

         

Yes 13.6 12.5 12.9 22.4 9.9 23.5 16.0 10.0 12.7 
No 26.5 25.0 34.1 20.4 25.8 26.1 21.0 22.0 39.7 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 59.9 62.5 52.9 57.1 64.3 50.4 63.0 68.0 47.6 

 
 

 
       
 267 

(n=222) 
GW 

(n=173) 
GP 

(n=116) 
GH 

(n=118) 
H 

(n=315) 
K 

(n=141) 
MB 

(n=142) 
NW 

(n=146) 
PL 

(n=98) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
Do you have a graduate 
degree? 

         

Yes 37.8 58.4 46.6 38.1 46.0 56.7 43.7 52.1 37.8 
No 62.2 41.6 53.4 61.9 54.0 43.3 56.3 47.9 62.2 
 

 
       
 267 

(n=220) 
GW 

(n=170) 
GP 

(n=111) 
GH 

(n=117) 
H 

(n=311) 
K 

(n=140) 
MB 

(n=141) 
NW 

(n=145) 
PL 

(n=95) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
During this year, will you 
coach a sport? 

         

Yes 26.8 27.6 31.5 39.3 30.9 32.9 26.2 31.7 32.6 
No 72.3 71.8 67.6 59.0 67.8 64.3 72.3 68.3 67.4 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.9 0.6 0.9 1.7 1.3 2.9 1.4 0.0 0.0 
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 267 

(n=220) 
GW 

(n=170) 
GP 

(n=111) 
GH 

(n=117) 
H 

(n=311) 
K 

(n=140) 
MB 

(n=141) 
NW 

(n=145) 
PL 

(n=95) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
During this year, will you 
sponsor any student 
groups, clubs, or 
organizations? 

         

Yes 28.6 34.1 41.4 31.6 25.7 37.1 29.8 28.3 26.3 
No 71.4 63.5 56.8 66.7 70.7 61.4 69.5 69.0 71.6 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 2.4 1.8 1.7 3.5 1.4 0.7 2.8 2.1 

 
 

       
 267 

(n=220) 
GW 

(n=170) 
GP 

(n=111) 
GH 

(n=117) 
H 

(n=311) 
K 

(n=140) 
MB 

(n=141) 
NW 

(n=145) 
PL 

(n=95) 
 % % % % % % % % % 

During this year, will you 
serve as a department 
chair/PLC leader? 

         

Yes 34.5 38.8 35.1 38.5 37.0 40.0 31.2 31.7 32.6 
No 62.7 58.8 57.7 57.3 60.1 55.0 66.0 64.1 65.3 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 2.7 2.4 7.2 4.3 2.9 5.0 2.8 4.1 2.1 

 

       
 267 

(n=220) 
GW 

(n=170) 
GP 

(n=111) 
GH 

(n=117) 
H 

(n=311) 
K 

(n=140) 
MB 

(n=141) 
NW 

(n=145) 
PL 

(n=95) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
Are you…          

Male 33.2 33.5 34.2 37.6 40.5 32.9 34.8 35.2 36.8 
Female 63.6 63.5 64.9 58.1 56.3 65.7 65.2 62.8 62.1 
Transgender 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Prefer not to respond 2.7 2.9 0.9 4.3 3.2 1.4 0.0 2.1 1.1 
   

       
 267 

(n=220) 
GW 

(n=170) 
GP 

(n=111) 
GH 

(n=117) 
H 

(n=310) 
K 

(n=140) 
MB 

(n=141) 
NW 

(n=145) 
PL 

(n=95) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
Are you Hispanic, 
Latino/a, or Spanish 
origin? 

         

Yes 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.9 1.0 0.7 1.4 2.1 1.1 
No 94.5 92.9 94.6 92.3 91.6 97.9 94.3 92.4 97.9 
Prefer not to respond 4.5 7.1 5.4 6.8 7.4 1.4 4.3 5.5 1.1 
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 267 

(n=230) 
GW 

(n=176) 
GP 

(n=124) 
GH 

(n=122) 
H 

(n=328) 
K 

(n=149) 
MB 

(n=145) 
NW 

(n=151) 
PL 

(n=103) 
 % % % % % % % % % 
What is your race or 
ethnicity? 

         

American Indian or 
Alaska Native 

0.0 0.6 0.0 0.8 1.5 0.0 0.7 0.7 1.0 

Asian 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.4 0.0 1.9 
Black or African 
American 

0.0 0.6 0.8 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 

Pacific Islander 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.0 1.0 
White 90.4 86.9 83.1 86.9 85.1 91.3 89.7 89.4 88.3 
Other 0.4 0.6 0.0 0.8 0.9 0.7 1.4 3.3 0.0 
Prefer not to respond 4.8 9.1 5.6 7.4 8.8 2.0 4.8 3.3 2.9 
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Appendix C 

Items Grouped by District Size 

 Small 
(n = 634) 

Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
Do you teach at an elementary school, middle 
school, or high school? Select all that apply. 

   

Elementary school 46.7 45.6 42.1 
Middle school / Junior high school 29.0 25.8 30.6 
High school 36.4 31.2 28.1 
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 

 
 

 Small 
(n = 634) 

Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
What grade or grades do you teach? Select all that 
apply. 

   

Kindergarten 5.8 4.5 6.7 
1st Grade 7.7 6.9 8.1 
2nd Grade 8.2 6.0 9.5 
3rd Grade 9.9 7.8 8.6 
4th Grade 10.1 11.4 9.5 
5th Grade 8.4 9.0 12.3 
6th Grade 15.5 12.0 11.1 
7th Grade 20.5 11.4 12.5 
8th Grade 20.5 8.1 10.6 
9th Grade 22.7 14.7 12.0 
10th Grade 28.9 21.3 14.5 
11th Grade 30.4 24.6 20.3 
12th Grade  30.8 24.0 18.9 
Other 2.8 3.0 3.6 

 

 Small 
(n = 634) 

Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
Which of the following best characterizes the 
school in which you teach? 

   

     Public school 88.6 94.3 97.5 
     Parochial 6.3 3.0 1.4 
     Private, religious affiliated 4.7 2.4 1.1 
     Private, non-religious affiliated 0.3 0.3 0.0 
     Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 
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 Small 
(n = 634) 

Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
What social studies subjects are you teaching this 
academic year? Select all that apply. 

   

Government / civics 23.7 21.3 18.1 
Economics 15.3 12.9 12.0 
Geography 28.5 23.7 21.7 
Iowa History 6.3 2.7 1.1 
US History 37.7 27.9 28.7 
World History 29.5 24.9 25.1 
Behavioral Sciences (psychology or sociology) 18.8 6.3 10.3 
Other 11.2 8.4 9.7 
I am not teaching any social studies this academic 

year 
0.9 0.0 0.8 

 
During social studies instruction, how often do your students engage in the following… 
 Small 

(n = 634) 
Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
Cooperative learning assignments    

Almost daily 12.0 18.3 15.6 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 46.5 41.4 46.0 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 28.9 27.6 30.4 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 9.3 8.1 4.5 
Never 2.2 3.0 2.5 
Don’t know / Not sure 1.1 1.5 1.1 

Whole class discussion    
Almost daily 56.5 58.3 56.0 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 35.6 34.8 36.5 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 6.2 3.9 5.3 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 0.9 1.2 0.6 
Never 0.0 0.9 1.1 
Don’t know / Not sure 0.8 0.9 0.6 

Complete textbook-based worksheets    
Almost daily 2.2 2.7 1.9 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 25.9 21.3 17.0 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 29.2 31.5 34.5 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 20.3 21.3 22.3 
Never 21.1 21.9 23.7 
Don’t know / Not sure 1.3 1.2 0.6 

Listen to lecture on social studies related content    
Almost daily 10.4 8.7 9.2 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 34.5 30.6 30.6 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 26.7 28.8 30.4 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 16.1 15.9 15.3 
Never 11.4 14.7 13.1 
Don’t know / Not sure 0.9 1.2 1.4 
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Develop group projects    
Almost daily 2.7 2.1 1.7 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 18.8 17.4 16.4 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 45.7 45.6 50.4 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 24.3 26.4 24.8 
Never 7.6 7.2 5.8 
Don’t know / Not sure 0.9 1.2 0.8 

Work with maps or globes    
Almost daily 7.7 6.9 6.4 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 30.3 27.6 22.6 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 43.8 45.3 47.9 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 15.6 14.7 18.7 
Never 1.9 3.9 4.2 
Don’t know / Not sure 0.6 1.5 0.3 

Use computer based social studies applications    
Almost daily 8.8 8.7 8.4 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 21.0 19.5 17.8 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 27.4 26.7 30.6 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 21.9 21.9 18.4 
Never 17.2 20.4 23.7 
Don’t know / Not sure 3.6 2.7 1.1 

Watch videos or film    
Almost daily 2.1 2.7 2.5 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 24.4 27.6 30.1 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 54.7 49.5 47.4 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 16.1 16.8 16.2 
Never 1.9 2.1 3.6 
Don’t know / Not sure 0.8 1.2 0.3 

Answer questions/define terms from the textbook    
Almost daily 4.6 6.0 2.5 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 31.7 23.1 23.7 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 27.0 29.1 34.0 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 17.8 19.8 18.7 
Never 18.0 20.1 19.8 
Don’t know / Not sure 0.9 1.8 1.4 

Participate in role playing/simulations    
Almost daily 1.1 1.8 1.4 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 9.9 11.7 17.5 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 34.7 31.8 38.4 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 33.6 34.2 26.5 
Never 18.8 18.9 14.5 
Don’t know / Not sure 1.9 1.5 1.7 

Examine primary source documents    
Almost daily 3.2 3.3 6.7 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 25.4 28.2 26.5 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 31.7 34.2 32.3 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 21.0 20.1 17.0 
Never 14.5 12.3 13.6 
Don’t know / Not sure 4.3 1.8 3.9 
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Writing assignments such as essays and reflections    
Almost daily 5.2 3.0 6.4 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 27.4 30.0 33.1 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 37.7 40.2 37.9 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 16.4 16.8 12.5 
Never 12.1 8.4 8.9 
Don’t know / Not sure 1.1 1.5 1.1 

Use technology applications to enhance learning    
Almost daily 22.4 19.5 18.4 
Frequently (1-2 times per week) 29.5 34.2 27.6 
Occasionally (2-3 times per month) 27.8 26.4 29.2 
Rarely (2-3 times per year) 11.8 10.5 14.8 
Never 7.4 8.1 8.9 
Don’t know / Not sure 1.1 1.2 1.1 

  
Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statements … 
 Small 

(n = 634) 
Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
My primary goal in teaching social studies is to help 
students master basic facts, concepts, and content 

   

1 – Strongly disagree 3.2 5.1 7.2 
2 – Disagree 24.0 24.3 28.4 
3 – Agree 54.4 54.4 47.6 
4 – Strongly agree 16.6 14.7 15.0 
5 – Don’t Know/Not sure 1.9 1.5 1.7 

My primary goal in teaching is to help develop 
students’ critical thinking and decision-making skills 

   

1 – Strongly disagree 0.8 1.8 1.1 
2 – Disagree 1.7 1.5 1.1 
3 – Agree 40.4 32.1 29.5 
4 – Strongly agree 54.7 62.8 65.7 
5 – Don’t Know/Not sure 2.4 1.8 2.5 

Necessary materials are available to me to support 
social studies instruction 

   

1 – Strongly disagree 5.2 8.1 6.1 
2 – Disagree 18.6 24.9 23.7 
3 – Agree 53.6 45.0 48.5 
4 – Strongly agree 20.8 20.7 20.3 
5 – Don’t Know/Not sure 1.7 1.2 1.4 

My school’s administration is supportive of social 
studies as a subject area 

   

1 – Strongly disagree 2.8 4.8 3.9 
2 – Disagree 9.6 14.4 15.3 
3 – Agree 49.2 48.0 47.4 
4 – Strongly agree 33.8 27.9 29.2 
5 – Don’t Know/Not sure 4.6 4.8 4.2 
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I collaborate with other social studies teachers in 
my school/district 

   

1 – Strongly disagree 6.9 6.9 8.4 
2 – Disagree 26.3 15.9 14.2 
3 – Agree 42.0 44.7 39.8 
4 – Strongly agree 22.2 30.9 35.4 
5 – Don’t Know/Not sure 2.5 1.5 2.2 

State standards influence my instructional decision 
making in my classroom. 

   

1 – Strongly disagree 3.2 4.2 3.3 
2 – Disagree 13.4 12.0 15.9 
3 – Agree 52.8 48.3 47.1 
4 – Strongly agree 26.5 31.5 29.8 
5 – Don’t Know/Not sure 4.1 3.9 3.9 

State standards have a positive impact on my social 
studies teaching 

   

1 – Strongly disagree 3.9 6.3 7.2 
2 – Disagree 24.9 23.7 26.2 
3 – Agree 46.7 46.2 38.7 
4 – Strongly agree 13.1 14.1 14.5 
5 – Don’t Know/Not sure 11.4 9.6 13.4 

State standards influence the way I assess student 
learning 

   

1 – Strongly disagree 2.8 5.7 4.2 
2 – Disagree 22.6 17.1 22.6 
3 – Agree 51.1 49.5 44.3 
4 – Strongly agree 16.1 21.0 21.4 
5 – Don’t Know/Not sure 7.4 6.6 7.5 

 

In your opinion, how important are the following reasons to have social studies included in the 
curriculum? 
 Small 

(n = 634) 
Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
To prepare good citizens    

1 – Not at all important 0.0 0.0 0.3 
2 –  0.5 0.6 0.0 
3 –  3.3 1.8 2.2 
4 –  11.4 11.7 12.0 
5 – Very important 84.7 85.9 84.6 
6 – Don’t know/Not sure 0.2 0.0 0.8 

Because it is required by state standards    
1 – Not at all important 12.3 10.2 13.7 
2 –  19.4 19.3 19.8 
3 –  30.0 31.0 24.3 
4 –  23.7 24.1 24.0 
5 – Very important 13.4 14.5 16.8 
6 – Don’t know/Not sure 1.3 0.9 1.4 
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To teach students content knowledge    
1 – Not at all important 0.5 0.6 0.3 
2 –  3.5 4.2 4.2 
3 –  20.7 22.2 19.6 
4 –  41.9 39.9 38.9 
5 – Very important 33.0 32.7 36.7 
6 – Don’t know/Not sure 0.5 0.3 0.3 

To teach students life skills    
1 – Not at all important 0.0 0.0 0.3 
2 –  0.6 0.3 1.7 
3 –  5.2 4.8 3.4 
4 –  20.2 20.7 22.1 
5 – Very important 73.3 74.2 72.1 
6 – Don’t know/Not sure 0.6 0.0 0.6 

To prepare students for the next grade level    
1 – Not at all important 0.6 1.5 3.6 
2 –  4.7 7.2 7.0 
3 –  23.9 26.4 21.0 
4 –  38.2 34.2 36.7 
5 – Very important 32.1 30.6 31.4 
6 – Don’t know/Not sure 0.5 0.0 0.3 

To develop skills in being able to read, write, speak, 
listen, and think like a social scientist 

   

1 – Not at all important 0.0 0.0 0.3 
2 –  1.1 1.2 1.4 
3 –  8.4 7.9 4.8 
4 –  21.5 24.2 19.9 
5 – Very important 68.6 65.9 72.8 
6 – Don’t know/Not sure 0.5 0.9 0.8 

  
 Small 

(n = 634) 
Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
Does your school district have a pacing guide for 
social studies? 

   

1 – Yes 16.2 23.4 61.0 
2 – No 40.7 42.6 22.3 
3 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 43.1 33.9 16.7 

 

 Small 
(n = 634) 

Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
Has social studies professional development been 
made available to you within the past 3 years? 

   

1 – Yes 45.4 42.0 52.6 
2 – No 45.0 49.2 40.7 
3 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 9.6 8.7 6.7 
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 Small 
(n =288) 

Medium 
(n = 140) 

Large 
(n = 189) 

 % % % 
Within the past 3 years, have you participated in 
any the following social studies professional 
development opportunities in Iowa? 

   

A workshop focused on social studies       50.3 52.1 58.2 
A college course focused on a social studies topic 29.9 19.2 24.9 
A social studies book-study group 5.2 7.9 11.1 
A social studies conference 31.6 33.6 29.1 
Other social studies professional development 

(please specify) 
18.1 20.7 28.6 

There are no professional development 
opportunities specific to social studies 

6.3 5.7 7.9 

Don’t Know/Not Sure 13.9 12.9 9.0 
  

 Small 
(n = 52) 

Medium 
(n = 29) 

Large 
(n = 54) 

 % % % 
Who provided [other text]?     

Your AEA  46.2 41.4 27.8 
Your District 46.2 34.5 63.0 
Teachers or social studies leaders within your 

district 
23.1 31.0 53.7 

A college or university 5.8 6.9 11.1 
A Professional Learning Community (PLC) 13.5 10.3 18.5 
Your School 19.2 6.9 18.5 
A Professional Organization (e.g., ICSS, NCSS) 0.0 3.4 11.1 
Iowa Department of Education 13.5 13.8 3.7 
Other (please specify) 15.4 31.0 13.0 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 3.8 6.9 1.9 

 
 

 Small 
(n = 52) 

Medium 
(n = 29) 

Large 
(n = 54) 

 % % % 
What social studies subjects were covered at [other 
text]? 

   

General social studies methods 69.2 48.3 63.0 
Government/civics 28.8 44.8 33.3 
Economics 25.0 27.6 55.2 
Geography 28.8 41.4 44.4 
Iowa History 9.6 13.8 11.1 
US History 42.3 48.3 48.1 
World History 36.5 34.5 31.5 
Behavioral Sciences (psychology or sociology) 30.8 24.1 22.2 
Other (please specify) 19.2 34.5 25.9 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 3.4 0.0 

 
 Small Medium Large 
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(n = 145) (n = 73) (n = 110) 
 % % % 
Who provided the workshop or workshops that you 
attended?  

   

Your AEA  72.4 65.8 38.2 
Your District 14.5 31.5 72.7 
Teachers or social studies leaders within your 

district 
13.9 16.4 42.7 

A college or university 20.7 21.9 21.8 
A Professional Learning Community (PLC) 9.0 13.7 30.9 
Your School 12.4 12.3 26.4 
A Professional Organization (e.g., ICSS, NCSS)       24.1 30.1 18.2 
Iowa Department of Education 15.9 16.4 9.0 
Other (please specify) 7.6 8.2 10.0 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 0.0 0.1 

 
 

 Small 
(n = 145) 

Medium 
(n = 73) 

Large 
(n = 110) 

 % % % 
What social studies subjects were covered at the 
workshop(s) you attended? 

   

General social studies methods 74.5 67.1 70.0 
Government/civics 22.8 23.3 26.3 
Economics 11.0 10.0 11.8 
Geography 18.6 18.2 28.2 
Iowa History 12.4 7.3 8.2 
US History 37.9 41.1 46.4 
World History 26.9 17.8 30.9 
Behavioral Sciences (psychology or sociology) 12.4 10.0 18.2 
Other (please specify) 17.9 13.6 13.6 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.2 1.8 0.1 

 
 Small 

(n = 86) 
Medium 
(n = 27) 

Large 
(n = 47) 

 % % % 
Who sponsored the social studies college course or 
courses that you attended? 

   

Your AEA  39.5 33.3 8.5 
Your District 7.0 25.9 21.3 
A college or university 64.0 63.0 68.1 
Your School 7.0 11.1 10.6 
A Professional Organization (e.g., ICSS, NCSS) 16.3 14.8 14.9 
Iowa Department of Education 8.1 0.0 6.4 
Other (please specify) 8.1 7.4 10.6 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 3.5 3.7 4.3 

 
 

 Small 
(n = 86) 

Medium 
(n = 27) 

Large 
(n = 47) 
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 % % % 
What social studies subjects were covered at the 
college course(s) you attended? 

   

General social studies methods 46.5 33.3 29.8 
Government/civics 29.1 7.4 27.7 
Economics 17.4 22.2 12.8 
Geography 24.4 25.9 29.8 
Iowa History 5.8 7.4 10.6 
US History 30.2 33.3 25.5 
World History 24.4 11.1 44.7 
Behavioral Sciences (psychology or sociology) 29.1 11.1 31.9 
Other (please specify) 7.0 3.7 10.6 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 3.5 3.7 3.7 

 
 

 Small 
(n = 15) 

Medium 
(n = 11) 

Large 
(n = 21) 

 % % % 
Who provided the book-study group or groups that 
you attended?  

   

Your AEA  26.6 18.2 9.5 
Your District 40.0 27.3 66.7 
Teachers or social studies leaders within your 

district 
26.6 45.5 42.9 

A college or university 13.3 0.0 9.5 
A Professional Learning Community (PLC) 13.3 9.1 14.3 
Your School 6.7 27.3 23.8 
A Professional Organization (e.g., ICSS, NCSS) 6.7 18.2 0.0 
Iowa Department of Education 6.7 9.1 0.0 
Other (please specify) 6.7 9.1 4.8 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 0.0 0.0 0.0 

 
 

 Small 
(n = 15) 

Medium 
(n = 11) 

Large 
(n = 21) 

 % % % 
What social studies subjects were covered at the 
book-study group(s) you attended? 

   

General social studies methods 66.7 54.5 66.7 
Government/civics 6.7            9.1 28.6 
Economics 13.3 9.1 19.0 
Geography 13.3 36.4 9.5 
Iowa History 20.0 9.1 4.8 
US History 33.3 36.4 28.6 
World History 6.7 18.2 4.8 
Behavioral Sciences (psychology or sociology)        6.7 9.1 9.5 
Other (please specify) 0.0 9.1 4.8 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 6.7            9.1 0.0 

 
 Small Medium Large 
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(n = 91) (n = 47) (n = 55) 
 % % % 
Who sponsored the conference or conferences that 
you attended?  

   

Your AEA  40.7 25.5 18.2 
Your District       12.1 19.1 38.2 
A college or university 12.1 12.8 20.0 
Your School 4.4 10.6 16.4 
A Professional Organization (e.g., ICSS, NCSS) 51.6 61.7 52.7 
Iowa Department of Education 15.4 23.4 7.3 
Other (please specify) 5.5 17.0 5.5 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 4.4 0.0 1.8 

 
 

 Small 
(n = 91) 

Medium 
(n = 47) 

Large 
(n = 55) 

 % % % 
What social studies subjects were covered at the 
conference(s) you attended?  

   

General social studies methods 87.9 85.1 72.7 
Government/civics 35.2 46.8 38.2 
Economics 26.4 40.4 25.5 
Geography 30.8 44.7 27.3 
Iowa History 19.8 19.1 9.1 
US History 52.7 59.6 41.8 
World History 46.2 44.7 32.7 
Behavioral Sciences (psychology or sociology) 27.5 31.9 25.5 
Other (please specify) 3.3 10.6 10.9 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 1.1 0.0 1.8 

 
 

 Small 
(n = 288) 

Medium 
(n = 140) 

Large 
(n = 189) 

 % % % 
Are there any sources besides your AEA, district, 
and school that made social studies professional 
development opportunities available to you within 
the past 3 years? 

   

1 – Yes (please specify) 30.9 34.3 24.9 
2 – No 29.2 30.0 37.0 
3 – Don’t Know/Not Sure 39.9 35.7 38.1 
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To what degree have each of the following been factors in deciding whether or not to participate 
in a social studies professional development opportunity? 
 Small 

(n = 634) 
Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
Lack of time     

1 – Not a factor 12.2 12.9 13.8 
2 – Minor factor 33.3 28.6 32.3 
3 - Major factor 52.8           53.6 47.1 
4 - Don’t Know/Not Sure 1.7 5.0 6.9 

The cost of registration    
1 – Not a factor 26.4 22.1 22.8 
2 – Minor factor 40.3 44.3 34.9 
3 - Major factor 30.2 24.3 32.8 
4 - Don’t Know/Not Sure 3.1 9.3 9.5 

Travel constraints (i.e., distance)    
1 – Not a factor 16.3 12.9 21.2 
2 – Minor factor 40.3 45.0 31.2 
3 - Major factor 39.6 33.6 38.1 
4 - Don’t Know/Not Sure 3.8 8.6 9.5 

Inconvenient scheduling     
1 – Not a factor 7.3 9.3 15.3 
2 – Minor factor 34.7 32.1 32.8 
3 - Major factor 54.9 52.9 41.3 
4 - Don’t Know/Not Sure 3.1 5.7 10.6 

Limited opportunities specific to SS     
1 – Not a factor 17.0 25.0 19.0 
2 – Minor factor 37.8 32.9 24.9 
3 - Major factor 39.6 35.7 48.1 
4 - Don’t Know/Not Sure 5.6 6.4 7.9 

Lack of district support or school support    
1 – Not a factor 67.0 57.9 37.0 
2 – Minor factor 21.2 25.7 31.2 
3 - Major factor 8.3 7.9 21.2 
4 - Don’t Know/Not Sure 3.5 8.6 10.6 
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 Small 
(n = 634) 

Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
Which of the following social studies subjects 
would you like to receive more professional 
development in? 

   

General social studies methods 39.7 40.2 35.1 
Government/civics 20.5 20.1 21.4 
Economics 17.0 18.3 14.5 
Geography 26.3 26.7 22.3 
Iowa History 18.8 17.1 20.9 
US History 27.9 29.1 29.8 
World History 16.9 18.6 15.3 
Behavioral Sciences (psychology or sociology) 14.5 9.3 14.2 
Other (please specify) 3.9 4.5 4.2 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 5.4 3.3 3.9 

 
 

Overall, considering social studies professional development, how would you describe your level of 
satisfaction with… 
 Small 

(n = 288) 
Medium 
(n = 140) 

Large 
(n = 189) 

 % % % 
The amount of professional development offered by your district
  

   

1 – Very dissatisfied 8.7 9.3 15.9 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 30.9 36.4 19.0 
3 - Somewhat satisfied 36.5 39.3 39.2 
4 - Very satisfied 15.6 10.0 22.8 
5 – Don’t know/Not sure 8.3 5.0 3.2 

The amount of professional development offered by your AEA    
1 – Very dissatisfied 4.2 10.0 12.2 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 29.9 25.0 22.8 
3 - Somewhat satisfied 45.8 50.0 37.0 
4 - Very satisfied 13.9 5.7 10.1 
5 – Don’t know/Not sure 6.3 9.3 18.0 

The variety of professional development offered by your district    
1 – Very dissatisfied 11.8 13.6 19.6 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 31.3 40.7 24.3 
3 - Somewhat satisfied 35.8 33.6 35.4 
4 - Very satisfied 12.2 6.4 16.4 
5 – Don’t know/Not sure 9.0 5.7 4.2 

The variety of professional development offered by your AEA     
1 – Very dissatisfied 8.7 12.1 13.2 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 30.6 28.6 24.9 
3 - Somewhat satisfied 43.8 45.0 31.2 
4 - Very satisfied 9.7 5.0 9.5 
5 – Don’t know/Not sure 7.3 9.3 21.2 
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 Small 
(n = 58) 

Medium 
(n = 35) 

Large 
(n = 101) 

 % % % 
[if received SS PD from district] The quality of professional 
development offered by your district    

1 – Very dissatisfied 3.4 5.7 6.9 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 20.7 20.0 23.8 
3 - Somewhat satisfied 56.9 57.1 38.6 
4 - Very satisfied 19.0 17.1 27.7 
5 – Don’t know/Not sure 0.0 0.0 3.0 
    
 Small 

(n = 137) 
Medium 
(n = 60) 

Large 
(n = 53) 

 % % % 
[if received SS PD from district] The quality of professional 
development offered by your AEA    

1 – Very dissatisfied 4.4 3.3 11.3 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 18.2 26.7 28.3 
3 - Somewhat satisfied 54.0 51.7 35.8 
4 - Very satisfied 20.4 15.0 17.0 
5 - Don’t know/Not sure 2.9 3.3 7.5 

 
 
 Small 

(n = 634) 
Medium 
(n =333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
If more social studies professional development 
opportunities were made available, how likely 
would it be that you would attend? 

   

1 - Very unlikely 3.8 5.4 3.1 
2 - Somewhat unlikely 7.4 8.4 7.2 
3 - Somewhat likely 51.3 42.3 43.7 
4 - Very likely 31.5 41.1 39.6 
5 – Don’t know/Not sure 6.0 2.7 6.4 

 
 
 Small 

(n = 634) 
Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
How familiar would you say you are with the Iowa 
Core in Social Studies? 

   

1 – Very unfamiliar 13.9 15.9 15.0 
2 – Somewhat unfamiliar 15.5 9.0 14.2 
3 – Somewhat familiar 49.1 46.8 42.3 
4 – Very familiar 21.0 27.0 27.9 
5 – Don’t know/Not Sure 0.6 1.2 0.6 
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 Small 
(n = 634) 

Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
Thinking about the materials you need to teach to 
the Iowa Core in Social Studies, would you say you 
have all, most, some or none of the materials you 
need? 

   

     1 - None    6.9 8.1 5.0 
     2 – Some   48.3 44.1 44.6 
     3 – Most       30.9 33.0 30.1 

4 – All 4.4 6.3 10.3 
5 – Don’t Know/Not sure 9.5 8.4 10.0 

 
 

 
 Small 

(n = 634) 
Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
Overall, how aligned would you say the current 
content of your social studies classes is 
compared with the Iowa Core in Social Studies? 

   

1 - Need significant realignment 6.6     8.1     7.0 
2 - Need some realignment 21.1    16.2    12.5 
3 - Somewhat aligned 47.2    48.0    40.4 
4 - In complete alignment 13.7    14.1    24.2 
5 – Don’t know/Not sure 11.4    13.5    15.9 

 
 

 
 Small 

(n =634) 
Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
How satisfied are you with the Iowa Core in Social 
Studies? 

   

1 – Very dissatisfied 7.7 8.1 7.5 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 17.7 17.7 17.8 
3 - Somewhat satisfied 48.1 45.3 40.7 
4 - Very satisfied 5.2 5.7 9.5 
5 – Don’t know/Not sure 21.3 23.1 24.5 

 
 

 Small 
(n = 634) 

Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
Have you participated in professional development 
on the Iowa Core in Social Studies? 

   

Yes 79.1 86.8 90.6 
No 18.7 11.4 5.7 
Don’t know/Not sure 2.1 1.8 3.8 
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 Small 
(n = 148) 

Medium 
(n = 99) 

Large 
(n = 96) 

 % % % 
How satisfied were you with the professional 
development you received on the Iowa Core in 
Social Studies? 

   

1 – Very dissatisfied 3.4 3.0 8.3 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 16.2 14.1 14.6 
3 - Somewhat satisfied 62.8 64.6 55.2 
4 - Very satisfied 16.9 16.2 19.8 
5 – Don’t know/Not sure 0.7 2.0 2.1 

 
 

How effective do you think the Iowa Core in Social Studies is in preparing students for… 
 Small 

(n = 634) 
Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
College    

1 – Very ineffective 5.2 4.8 5.8 
2 – Ineffective 13.9 13.8 14.2 
3 – Effective 45.0 40.8 37.6 
4 – Very effective 7.9 8.1 9.7 
5 - Don’t know/Not sure 28.1 32.4 32.6 

Career    
1 – Very ineffective 4.6 5.7 6.1 
2 – Ineffective 17.5 15.0 17.3 
3 – Effective 43.2 40.8 37.3 
4 – Very effective 6.5 7.2 7.2 
5- Don’t know/Not sure 28.2 31.2 32.0 

Civic life and citizenship    
1 – Very ineffective 3.8 4.8 6.1 
2 – Ineffective 10.4 9.0 12.8 
3 – Effective 47.5 44.7 39.6 
4 – Very effective 13.7 13.5 12.0 
5- Don’t know/Not sure 24.6 27.9 29.5 

 
 

 Small 
(n = 345) 

Medium 
(n = 188) 

Large 
(n = 213) 

 % % % 
How familiar are you with Iowa Core Literacy 
Standards for history and social studies? 

   

1 – Very unfamiliar 6.1 6.4 7.0 
2 – Unfamiliar 18.3 9.6 15.5 
3 – Familiar 56.5 60.1 42.7 
4 – Very familiar 17.4 22.3 31.0 
5- Don’t know/Not sure 1.7 1.6 3.8 

 
 Small 

(n = 345) 
Medium 
(n = 188) 

Large 
(n = 213) 
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 % % % 
In your opinion, how prepared are you to teach the 
Iowa Core Literacy Standards tor history and social 
studies? 

   

1 – Very unprepared 6.7 3.2 8.0 
2 – Unprepared 22.0 19.1 20.2 
3 – Prepared 52.5 55.9 46.5 
4 – Very prepared 15.7 19.7 20.7 
5 – Don’t know/Not sure 3.2 2.1 4.7 

 
 Small 

(n = 345) 
Medium 
(n = 188) 

Large 
(n = 213) 

 % % % 
Overall, how well aligned is the content of your 
current social studies classes with the Iowa Core 
Literacy Standards for history and social studies? 

   

1 – Need significant realignment 4.1 2.1 2.8 
2 – Need some realignment 24.3 19.7 16.4 
3 – Somewhat aligned 51.3 56.9 45.5 
4 – In complete alignment 10.4 12.8 18.3 
5 – Don’t know/Not sure 9.9 8.5 16.9 

 
 Small 

(n = 345) 
Medium 
(n = 188) 

Large 
(n = 213) 

 % % % 
How satisfied are you with the Core Literacy 
Standards for history and social studies? 

   

1 – Very dissatisfied 5.2 4.3 2.3 
2 – Somewhat dissatisfied 15.9 10.1 13.1 
3 – Somewhat satisfied 53.3 60.1 47.4 
4 – Very satisfied 8.1 11.7 16.0 
5 – Don’t know/Not sure 17.4 13.8 21.1 

 
 Small 

(n = 634) 
Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
To your knowledge, what social studies resources 
or materials does your AEA make available to 
teachers? 

   

Classroom materials (e.g., books, DVDs, etc.) 64.4 58.6 59.1 
Professional development opportunities such as 

workshops or courses 
39.0 37.2 34.3 

Other 1.6 1.8 1.4 
None; no resources made available 0.9 1.5 0.6 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 29.5 34.2 35.7 
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 Small 

(n = 441) 
Medium 
(n = 214) 

Large 
(n = 229) 

 % % % 
Have you requested any resources related to social 
studies from your AEA within the past year? 

   

Yes 42.2 42.5 35.8 
No 57.8 57.5 64.2 

 
 

 
 Small 

(n = 186) 
Medium 
(n = 91) 

Large 
(n = 82) 

 % % % 
Are the resources provided by your AEA adequate 
or not adequate for your social studies teaching 
needs? 

   

Adequate 81.7 85.7 78.0 
Not adequate 7.5 6.6 15.9 
Don’t Know/Not Sure 10.8 7.7 6.1 

 
 
 Small 

(n = 441) 
Medium 
(n = 214) 

Large 
(n = 229) 

 % % % 
Are there any social studies resources that you 
would want, but are not currently available from 
your AEA? 

   

Yes 14.1 11.2 17.5 
No 28.8 25.7 24.0 
Don’t know/Not sure 57.1 63.1 58.5 

 
    
 Small 

(n = 634) 
Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
Do you have a graduate degree?    

Yes 35.6 55.3 60.4 
No 64.4 44.7 39.6 

 
 
 Small 

(n = 628) 
Medium 
(n = 324) 

Large 
(n = 357) 

 % % % 
During this year, will you coach a sport?    

Yes 38.5 28.7 24.1 
No 60.7 70.1 74.8 
Don’t know/Not sure 0.8 1.2 1.1 
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 Small 
(n = 628) 

Medium 
(n = 324) 

Large 
(n = 357) 

 % % % 
During this year, will you sponsor any student 
groups, clubs, or organizations? 

   

Yes 34.6 28.4 29.7 
No 64.6 69.4 68.3 
Don’t know/Not sure 0.8 2.2 2.0 

 
 
 Small 

(n = 628) 
Medium 
(n = 324) 

Large 
(n = 357) 

 % % % 
During this year, will you serve as a department 
chair/PLC leader? 

   

Yes 35.0 35.5 41.5 
No 61.5 60.8 56.0 
Don’t know/Not sure 3.5 3.7 2.5 

 

 
 Small 

(n = 628) 
Medium 
(n = 324) 

Large 
(n = 357) 

 % % % 
Are you…    

Male 39.5 33.3 39.5 
Female 58.1 65.4 58.0 
Transgender 0.2 0.0 0.0 
Prefer not to respond 2.2 1.2 2.5 

 
  
 Small 

(n = 628) 
Medium 
(n = 323) 

Large 
(n = 357) 

 % % % 
Are you Hispanic, Latino/a, or Spanish origin?    

Yes 0.3 0.9 2.0 
No 94.9 95.4 91.0 
Prefer not to respond 4.8 3.7 7.0 
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 Small 

(n = 634) 
Medium 
(n = 333) 

Large 
(n = 359) 

 % % % 
What is your race or ethnicity?    

American Indian or Alaska Native 0.5 1.2 0.6 
Asian 0.5 0.0 0.8 
Black or African American 0.2 0.0 0.6 
Pacific Islander 0.0 0.3 0.3 
White 91.6 92.8 90.0 
Other 0.6 0.3 1.1 
Prefer not to respond 6.2 3.9 7.8 

 
 


