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FINANCIAL 

2016-2017 Open Enrollment Billing 

The amount of open enrollment tuition for the 2016-2017 school year for a regular education student is $6,446, which is 
the state cost per pupil from the previous fiscal year. The tuition bill for open-enrolled-in students should also include the 
following supplemental funds as applicable: 
 

 Teacher Leadership—School districts in cohorts 1 and 2 who have students open enrolling to other districts will pay 
those districts $312.68 (the FY16 Teacher Leadership and Compensation [TLC] per pupil amount). School districts in 
cohort 3 (year 1 of TLC next year) who have students open enrolling to other districts will pay those districts $312.16 
(the total amount per pupil received for TLC in 2016-17). 

 Non-English speaking supplementary weighting (0.22 times $6,446), if the student were included in the resident 
district’s LEP supplementary weighting calculation from October 2015.   

 Eligible concurrent enrollment and Project Lead the Way (PLTW) courses in which the student will be enrolled and 
included in the generation of supplementary weighting on October 1, 2016, (course weighting factor times the 
percent of time the student is enrolled in the course times the resident district’s current school year’s cost per pupil). 

  
For a student served pursuant to an IEP, open enrollment tuition is calculated on actual costs of special education rather 
than the prior year's state cost per pupil amount. 
  
Open enrollment tuition is billed and paid on a semester basis. Under special circumstances that terminate or suspend 
open enrollment status, it is necessary to prorate tuition on a per diem basis. 
  
For assistance, contact, Eric Heitz, 515.281.4726. 

mailto:eric.heitz@iowa.gov
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

School District Sharing Survey 

As you experienced this spring, the old Address Review form was removed from the Spring BEDS application and 
became its own application, School Information Update. One reason for creating a separate application was to allow 
districts to make annual changes to school or administrative information as needed throughout the year. Changes yet to 
be rolled out include: 
 

 Addition of programs or locations where students are educated, but not considered schools 

 Consortium information 

 Whole grade sharing information 
 

You will receive notification as the new components of the School Information Update application become available.  
 
As a precursor to the expansion into whole grade sharing information, a survey has been developed to test the questions 
to be added to the School Information Update, as well as to collect baseline data on sharing arrangements. If a district is 
not involved in district-to-district sharing of students for at least 50 percent of the day in at least one grade level, the 
survey can be completed in less than 30 seconds. For districts with some kind of sharing, as described above, the survey 
will allow you to identify the type(s) of sharing and the sharing partner(s). If a district is eligible to request whole grade 
sharing supplementary weighting, the survey will provide you with important information for completing the Reorganization 
Progress Report.  
 
The survey is located here. The deadline for completing the survey is October 1. 
 
The Reorganization Progress Report will become an extension of the School Information Update application and available 
in the spring, rather than in July. Since this newsletter goes to both the superintendent and school business official, please 
coordinate and only complete the survey once per district. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the survey, or the Reorganization Progress Report, please contact Carla 
Schimelfenig (515.242.5612).  

IRS Warns of Back-to-School Scams; Encourages Students, Parents, Schools to Stay Alert 

WASHINGTON — The Internal Revenue Service warned taxpayers against telephone scammers targeting students and 
parents during the back-to-school season and demanding payments for non-existent taxes, such as the “Federal Student 
Tax.” 
  
People should be on the lookout for IRS impersonators calling students and demanding that they wire money immediately 
to pay a fake “federal student tax.” If the person does not comply, the scammer becomes aggressive and threatens to 
report the student to the police to be arrested. It is important for taxpayers to be particularly aware of this scheme going 
after students and parents. 
  
“Although variations of the IRS impersonation scam continue year-round, they tend to peak when scammers find prime 
opportunities to strike,” said IRS Commissioner John Koskinen. “As students and parents enter the new school year, they 
should remain alert to bogus calls, including those demanding fake tax payments from students.” The IRS encourages 
college and school communities to share this information so that students, parents, and their families are aware of these 
scams. 
 
Scammers are constantly identifying new tactics to carry out their crimes in new and unsuspecting ways. This year, the 
IRS has seen scammers use a variety of schemes to fool taxpayers into paying money or giving up personal information. 
Some of these include: 
 

 Altering the caller ID on incoming phone calls in a “spoofing” attempt to make it seem like the IRS, the local 
police, or another agency is calling 

 Imitating software providers to trick tax professionals--IR-2016-103  

 Demanding fake tax payments using iTunes gift cards--IR-2016-99  

 Soliciting W-2 information from payroll and human resources professionals--IR-2016-34  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XHTPRZS
mailto:carla.schimelfenig@iowa.gov
mailto:carla.schimelfenig@iowa.gov
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 “Verifying” tax return information over the phone--IR-2016-40  

 Pretending to be from the tax preparation industry--IR-2016-28  

 If you receive an unexpected call from someone claiming to be from the IRS, here are some of the telltale signs to 
help protect yourself 

  
The IRS will never: 
 

 Call to demand immediate payment using a specific payment method such as a prepaid debit card, gift card, or 
wire transfer. Generally, the IRS will first mail you a bill if you owe any taxes. 

 Threaten to immediately bring in local police or other law-enforcement groups to have you arrested for not paying. 

 Demand that you pay taxes without giving you the opportunity to question or appeal the amount they say you 
owe. 

 Ask for credit or debit card numbers over the phone. 
 
If you get a suspicious phone call from someone claiming to be from the IRS and asking for money, here’s what you 
should do: 
 

 Do not give out any information. Hang up immediately. 

 Search the web for telephone numbers scammers leave in your voicemail asking you to call back. Some of the 
phone numbers may be published online and linked to criminal activity. 

 Contact TIGTA to report the call. Use their “IRS Impersonation Scam Reporting” web page or call 800-366-4484. 

 Report it to the Federal Trade Commission. Use the “FTC Complaint Assistant” on FTC.gov. Please add “IRS 
Telephone Scam” in the notes. 

 If you think you might owe taxes, call the IRS directly at 800-829-1040. 

MEDICAID 

Webinar Dates and Recording  
Review and updates regarding Medicaid will be provided via a Zoom Webinar. A recorded version will be posted later this 
month. To attend a webinar, registration is needed. Please send an email to Jim Donoghue if you wish to receive the link 
to the recorded version, or, if you or one of your staff wish to attend a training, please send the selected date(s) and 
time(s). All sessions will be the same. Webinar dates are provided below: 
 
September Training Dates  
Thursday, September 22, 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, September 27, 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, September 28, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, September 29, 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
 
Reminder to Re-enroll 
If you haven’t already completed the submission to re-enroll, the second notification is due soon. With that announcement, 
providers will have 30 days to complete re-enrollment. You can monitor release of that letter here. To start re-enrollment, 
please open the first notification. Follow instructions for submitting the Designated Contact Person form. Local education 
agency (LEA), area education agency (AEA), and Infant Toddler program enrollment renewal is expected to be completed 
electronically on the Iowa Medicaid Portal Access (IMPA) system.  
 
For further information, contact Jim Donoghue, 515.281.8505. 

TRANSPORTATION 

School Bus Driver Authorizations 

With the new school year comes the need to update and verify bus driver information. Please remember that all school 
bus drivers in a district must have a valid and current authorization issued to them each year. This is to be done prior to 
August 15; however, we are seeing a number of districts that have failed to do so. Please realize that a school bus driver 
without a current authorization is driving illegally. Be sure to check your driver list to be sure your school is in compliance. 

mailto:jim.donoghue@iowa.gov
https://dhs.iowa.gov/ime/providers/rulesandpolicies/bulletins/bulletins2016
https://dhs.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/1702_ProviderEnrollmentRenewal2016.pdf
mailto:jim.donoghue@iowa.gov
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Other needed information such as guidance related to call back inspections, and contact information for the School 
Transportation Team can be found on the Department’s website under School Transportation.  
 
For more information, contact Max Christensen, 515.281.4749. 

APPLICATIONS 

Limited English Proficient (LEP) Applications 

Two Limited English Proficient (LEP) applications are due this fall. Both applications are available on the Iowa Education 
Portal under the EdInfo submenu.  

 LEP Allowable Costs will open September 15, 2016, and is due October 1, 2016. This application allows districts to 
request Modified Supplemental Amount (MSA) from the School Budget Review Committee (SBRC) for the costs in 
excess of weightings and other resources for providing additional instruction beyond the regular instruction to 
limited English proficient students.  

 SBRC Application will open October 1, 2016, and is due December 1, 2016. This application allows school districts 
to submit a request for MSA to the SBRC for increased enrollment, open enrollment out not on the prior year’s 
count, and limited English proficient programs beyond the five years of supplementary weighting.  

 
The LEP Allowable Costs application requires no more than two fields to be completed to submit a request:  

 Line 18: any expenditures included in the total expenditures submitted through the Certified Annual Report (CAR) 
that was not expressly allowed by Iowa Administrative Code and 

 Line 20: the amount requested to be submitted to the SBRC. 
 
Information from your district’s Spring 2016 Student Reporting in Iowa (SRI) submission shows the number of students in 
each type of English language learner (ELL) program offered by your district as well as the count of students for each 
native language spoken by all students served in your district’s ELL program at any time during the 2015-2016 school 
year. The counts in the LEP Allowable Costs application will not necessarily match this total number. The LEP Allowable 
Costs application includes only those students who were served in an ELL program during the 2015-2016 school year.  
 
To access either application, you may need to request access through My Profile in the Iowa Education Portal (upper right 
corner). Both applications are prepopulated to the extent possible with information from your district’s FY16 CAR and 
Student Reporting in Iowa (fall 2015, spring 2016, and/or fall 2016). If you have questions regarding the completion of 
either application, please contact Carla Schimelfenig, 515.242.5612. 

Facilities, Elections and Sales Tax – Due September 30 

The fiscal year (FY) 16 data collection for “Facilities, Elections, and Sales Tax” is now available on the Iowa Education 
Portal. School districts should complete the Certified Annual Report (CAR) before certifying this application. Instructions 
for this data collection are at School Facilities – Data Collection. Any questions regarding this report should be directed to 
Gary Schwartz, 515.281.4743.  

School Association Reporting – Due November 14 

The FY16 data collection for “School Association Reporting” will be available on the Iowa Education Portal after the CAR 
is certified (after September 15). Instructions can be found at School Association Reporting Instructions. Any questions 
regarding this report should be directed to Gary Schwartz, 515.281.4743.  

Green Ribbon School Applications Available 

The U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools (ED-GRS) recognition award honors public and private 
elementary, middle, and high schools; districts, and postsecondary institutions that are demonstrating progress in three 
Pillars:  
 

1. Reducing environmental impact and costs, including waste, water, energy use and alternative transportation;  
2. Improving the health and wellness of students and staff; and  
3. Providing effective sustainability education.  

https://www.educateiowa.gov/documents/manuals-guidance/2014/08/call-back-inspection-guidance
https://www.educateiowa.gov/pk-12/school-transportation/bus-inspection-schedules
https://www.educateiowa.gov/pk-12/school-transportation/bus-inspection-schedules
https://www.educateiowa.gov/pk-12/school-transportation
mailto:max.christensen@iowa.gov
https://portal.ed.iowa.gov/iowalandingpage/Landing.aspx
https://portal.ed.iowa.gov/iowalandingpage/Landing.aspx
mailto:carla.schimelfenig@iowa.gov
https://www.educateiowa.gov/pk-12/school-facilities/data-collection
https://portal.ed.iowa.gov/iowalandingpage/Landing.aspx
https://portal.ed.iowa.gov/iowalandingpage/Landing.aspx
https://www.educateiowa.gov/documents/data-collection/2016/07/facilities-elections-and-sales-tax-reporting-data-collection
mailto:gary.schwartz@iowa.gov
https://www.educateiowa.gov/pk-12/school-business-and-finance/accounting-and-reporting/school-association-reporting
https://portal.ed.iowa.gov/iowalandingpage/Landing.aspx
https://www.educateiowa.gov/documents/certified-annual-financial-reports-car/2015/08/school-association-reporting-instructions
mailto:gary.schwartz@iowa.gov
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/green-ribbon-schools/index.html
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The purpose of the ED-Green Ribbon Schools recognition award is to highlight exemplary practices and achievements of 
schools, districts, and Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs) in the area of the three Pillars and Elements, thereby 
encouraging other schools, districts, and IHEs to adopt similarly innovative practices. ED-Green Ribbon Schools, District 
Sustainability Awardees, and Postsecondary Sustainability Awardees are nationally recognized as some of America's 
most successful educational institutions in reducing their environmental impact and costs; improving health and wellness; 
and providing effective sustainability education. 
 
Three applications for the Green Ribbon Schools program are available through the IowaGrants.gov website:  

 Individual School: FY17 Iowa Green Ribbon Schools – School Application  

 District: FY17 Iowa Green Ribbon Schools – District Sustainability Award Application  

 College/University: FY17 Iowa Green Ribbon Schools – College Application  
 
Applications must be submitted by January 11, 2017. The Department will review applications based on the 
applicant’s demonstrated progress towards the goals of each of the three pillars. Nominees demonstrating exemplary 
achievement in all three pillars and every element will be ranked highest.  
 
Instructions for applying are located on the Department’s website: Green Ribbon Schools. Visit the ED-GRS website to 
learn about the GRS program. For assistance, contact Gary Schwartz, 515.281.4743. 

UPCOMING DEADLINES 

Due Date What’s Due  
  

September 15 CAR, SES, Transportation Reports Due   

September 30 Facilities, Elections & Sales Tax Data Collection   

October 1  SBRC Application for Modified Supplemental Amount (MSA) for Limited English Proficient  

Excess Costs Deadline 

October 1  Board Resolutions for Whole Grade Share Supplemental Weighting 

October 1  Last Date for an Election to Reorganize Effective July 1 is December 15 

October 15  Last Date to Notify the SBRC if District Incurred Negative Unspent Balance 

  

 

Click to access current and past issues of the School Leader Update. 

Click to access current and past issues of the School Business Alert. 

If you have suggestions for future SBA articles,  
please submit to Marcia Krieger 

 

 

 

  

https://www.iowagrants.gov/home.do
https://www.educateiowa.gov/pk-12/school-facilities/green-ribbon-schools
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/green-ribbon-schools/index.html
mailto:gary.schwartz@iowa.gov
https://www.educateiowa.gov/resources/school-leader-update
https://www.educateiowa.gov/pk-12/school-business-finance/financial-management/school-business-alerts
mailto:marcia.krieger@iowa.gov


 
 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
www.educateiowa.gov 

 
Grimes State Office Building 
400 E. 14th St 
Des Moines, IA  50319-0146 
FAX:  515.242.5988 
Division of School Finance and Support Services 
Bureau of Finance, Facilities, Operation and Transportation Services 

 
 

Jeff Berger COO, CFO, Deputy Director jeff.berger@iowa.gov 515.281.3968 

Tom Cooley Chief tom.cooley@iowa.gov 515.725.1120 

Su McCurdy Administrative Consultant su.mccurdy@iowa.gov 515.281.4738 

Jim Donoghue Consultant jim.donoghue@iowa.gov 515.281.8505 

Janice Evans Consultant janice.evans@iowa.gov 515.281.4740 

Denise Ragias Consultant denise.ragias@iowa.gov 515.281.4741 

Bill Roederer Consultant bill.roederer@iowa.gov 515.281.7972 

Carla Schimelfenig Consultant carla.schimelfenig@iowa.gov 515.242.5612 

Gary Schwartz Consultant gary.schwartz@iowa.gov 515.281.4743 

Max Christensen Executive Officer 1 (Transportation) max.christensen@iowa.gov 515.281.4749 

Mary Jo Clark Clerk maryjo.clark@iowa.gov 515.281.5812 

Joseph Funk Bus Inspector joseph.funk@iowa.gov 515.669.4987 

Tom Simpson Bus Inspector tom.simpson@iowa.gov 515.326.1022 

Verlan Vos Bus Inspector verlan.vos@iowa.gov 515.669.4994 

 
 
It is the policy of the Iowa Department of Education not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, sex, 
disability, religion, age, political party affiliation, or actual or potential parental, family or marital status in its programs, activities, or employment practices as 
required by the Iowa Code sections 216.9 and 256.10(2), Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. § 2000d and 2000e), the Equal Pay Act of 1973 (29 
U.S.C. § 206, et seq.), Title IX (Educational Amendments, 20 U.S.C.§§ 1681 – 1688), Section 504 (Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. § 794), and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (42 U.S.C. § 12101, et seq.). If you have questions or complaints related to compliance with this policy by the Iowa Department of Education, please 
contact the legal counsel for the Iowa Department of Education, Grimes State Office Building, 400 E. 14th Street, Des Moines, IA 50319-0146, telephone number: 515-
281-5295, or the Director of the Office for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education, Citigroup Center, 500 W. Madison Street, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661-4544, 
telephone number: 312-730-1560, FAX number: 312-730-1576, TDD number: 877-521-2172, email: OCR.Chicago@ed.gov. 
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