

What’s New in School Nutrition Webinar – 2/22/16

Q & A Related to PLE Tool and Financial Report in IowaCNP
1. Is it a maximum required price increase of 10 cents or minimum?
The maximum any school is REQUIRED to increase prices based on the PLE tool is 10 cents per year and in some instances you can round down to the nearest nickel.  A school may choose to increase their prices more than 10 cents.

2. What can be used for non-federal funds?   Can we use funding from vending and ala carte for non-federal source funds?  
The USDA memo indicates for 2016-17, SFA’s may continue to count as a non-Federal source:
· Per-meal non-Federal reimbursement for any paid meal (breakfast, lunch, etc.)
· Any funds provided by organizations for any paid meal 
· Any proportion attributable to paid meals from direct payments made from school district funds to support lunch service 
Since general funds cannot be used, the allowable sources in Iowa are very few, primarily just private donations.  Have your business manager check with the School Finance officials at the Iowa Department of Education if they have ideas for other non-federal district funds they think could be used if using federal funds in lieu of raising paid lunch prices is a priority for the school and community.   Vending and ala carte sales are not allowed because USDA specifically prohibits the use of revenue from foods sold in competition with lunches or with breakfasts offered under the School Breakfast Program. 

3. What does the per-meal non-Federal reimbursement for any paid meal (breakfast, lunch, etc) mean - please explain. 
USDA indicates in the memo, that for SY 2013-14, SY 2014-15 and SY 2015-16, FNS expanded the definition of a non-Federal source to include state or local reimbursement for all paid meals to help SFAs meet the PLE requirement and to acknowledge the continuing support by States and locals to improve access to and participation in the breakfast program.   What this means is that if a state or local entity provided a subsidy to schools for every breakfast those funds could be included in the non-federal funds added to the school nutrition account in lieu of raising lunch prices.  However, the state reimbursement received quarterly in Iowa is not an allowable non-Federal funds source.
4. Where can I find the PLE tool?  
It will soon be updated in Download Forms on IowaCNP.  There is also a copy in the Monthly Memos and Updates as well as in the handouts for this webinar.

5. What price do you use to calculate the 2015-16 weighted average price if you raised prices at semester?
The PLE tool instructions indicate that prices and paid lunches associated with October 2015 should be used.

6. When we opened the tool a password was required to open the box.  Did we have the correct tool?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Getting the message that you needed a password probably meant that you were in a cell that automatically fills based on information you have entered.  Note the instructions that show the color of the only cells in which you can enter information.  There have also been questions about the file coming up “Protected-Read-Only.”  If you save it as PLE Tool-Your school name, you can then edit the document. 

7. Tell us again how to find last year’s tool on IowaCNP.
The tool was attached in the Checklist Summary found in the Application under Application Packet then click on Details by Checklist Summary.  For most schools it is the only document in the Checklist Summary.  Select View to open the document.

8. The tool says enter price of paid lunches.  Does that include adult paid lunches or reduced lunches?
No.  Adult lunches and reduced price lunches are NOT included in the weighted average price calculation—only full pay student lunches.

9. What if you in error did include the reduced meals on last year’s calculator?  
Using the reduced price meals would result in a lower weighted average price than is actually correct which may have caused you to increase prices more than required.  Calculate the 15-16 price using only the number of Paid Student meals that you claimed in October 2015.    The calculator will show any adjustments that need to be paid.  

10. When does the PLE tool have to be completed?
The PLE tool needs to be completed before prices are set for the next school year to determine how much, if any, prices must be raised for the coming year.  It also must be attached in the online application, but the application is often completed well after prices for the school year have been set.

11. When I read the instructions for Section 1 box A, there is no content in Box A of section 1.  
Be sure that you are in Section 1 of the 2015-16 report tab from last year’s tool.  If for some reason that number did not autofill, the 2015-16 weighted average price requirement to the nearest cent also appears on the Unrounded Requirement Finder tab and the SY 15-16 Calculator tab.

12. Why is direct certification so far behind every month?
The direct certification list supplied to schools is a joint effort between staff from the Department of Human Services and Information Technology staff from the Department of Education.  They want to be sure it is clean and accurate data so sometimes the process takes longer than others.  

13. Do we have to do the financial report?   
The financial report on IowaCNP is automatically populated from the Certified Annual Report submitted by Business Managers of all public schools in Iowa.   All non-public schools in Iowa need to fill in information to complete the report.  Instructions can be found on the opening page of the School Meals IowaCNP.


IDEAS FOR FUTURE WEBINARS
	Non-program food revenue calculator
How to write RFP’s,
	Effective use of commodities and DOD in menu planning
Information on the changes coming or happenings with congress, i.e. grains, sodium, plate waste, etc.
	How to implement new nutrition changes
More information on meal planning and cooking guidelines and requirements for kitchen staff.


