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NOSCA: The National Office for 

School Counselor Advocacy

 A College Board Office specifically dedicated to 
advocating for and supporting school 
counselors.

 Part of the Advocacy, Government Relations,    
Development Department at College Board.

 Part of the College Board’s Advocacy and Policy 
Center.

 Located in the Washington, DC.
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NOSCA’s Goal

To promote the value 

of school counselors 

as leaders in school 

reform, student 

achievement and 

college readiness.
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• Every student exits high school with the educational 
preparation and social capital necessary for college 
success and full participation in a democratic 
society.

NOSCA’s Vision

• Endorse and institutionalize school counseling 
practice that advocates for equitable educational 
access and rigorous academic preparation 
necessary for college readiness for all students.

NOSCA’s Mission

NOSCA: National Office for School Counselor Advocacy
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Populations Served by NOSCA

School 

Counselors

District Directors of 

School Counseling

State Leaders of 

School Counseling

Principals Counselor Educators
Pre-Service School 

Counselors

Central Office 

Administration

Professional 

Organizations

State Departments of 

Education 
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NOSCA’s Three Priority Areas 
in 2010-15 are: 

 Equity in College and Career Readiness.

 Leadership in Systemic Education Reform.

 Transformation of School Counseling Practice. 
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The Need for College Readiness Counseling

The Importance of the School Counselor



NOSCA: National Office for School Counselor Advocacy

The President’s Goal is to lead the world in the 

number of college graduates by 2020—moving 

the college completion rate from 40% to 60% 

for 25 – 34 year olds.
Economic Security and a 21st Century Education: Secretary Arne Duncan’s Remarks at the U.S. Chamber of 

Commerce’s Education and Workforce Summit, 2009

60%

50%

40%
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State of the Nation

Source: www.completecollege.org
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Who is Going to College?

Source: Education Pays 2010, College Board

White, non-Hispanic

Hispanic

Black, non-Hispanic

National
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US Population Projections to 2050

Source: Internet Stats Today,  http://internetstatstoday.com
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It’s Time for Change!
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A national advocacy campaign to galvanize 

and mobilize school counselors to “own the turf” 

of college and career readiness counseling and take 

the lead in establishing a college-going culture in 

their schools, districts, communities and/or states.

NOSCA is home of. . .
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Campaign Goals 

 Empower school counselors.

 Provide every student with the inspiration, 

planning, academic preparation, and social capital 

to graduate high school ready for college and 

careers.

 Increase awareness and understanding of the 

value and importance of college readiness 

counseling among school and district leaders, 

policymakers, and the public.
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The TURF

The “Turf” is counseling that provides the 

guidance and support for all students to 

graduate from high school prepared to 

enter college.
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The Road Map
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NOSCA’s Eight Components of College and Career Readiness Counseling

A Systemic K-12 Approach 
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Not Only School Counselors

Implementing the Eight Components 

successfully requires intentional focus 

on commitment, coherence, 

collaboration and coordination

among professionals.



NOSCA: National Office for School Counselor Advocacy

THE BIG PICTURE

College and Career Readiness 

For ALL Students 

Takes ALL Hands on Deck
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The Turf Collaborative Community

(TCC)

The Turf Collaborative Community (TCC) is a collective 

group of individuals who collaborate to ensure that all 

students, including those from underserved 

populations, are provided with the information, 

resources, knowledge and skills needed to graduate 

from high school prepared for college and careers.
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TCC Partners
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What your 

Turf Collaborative Community (TCC) 

Can Do:

Through systemic and coordinated delivery, 

the TCC can advance college and career 

readiness that reaches all students in their 

schools, districts, communities and/or 

states. 



NOSCA: National Office for School Counselor Advocacy

Own the Turf!

Sign Up Today
www.collegeboard.org/nosca
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Campaign Benefits 

Be Part of a National Movement!

Gain Strategies and Tools: 
The Eight Components, Advocacy Kit

Build a  National Community of School Counselors: 
Online Community, Workshops, Blog

Share College and Career Readiness Counseling Programs and Practices:
Examples of Eight Components Implementation  

Support the Pathways for College Act: 
Learn More at advocacy.collegeboard.org/get-involved

Elevate Counselors’ Voices: 
College Board’s National Survey of Counselors
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Own the Turf Campaign Toolkit
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Own the Turf Toolkit Contents

Welcome Letter Campaign Benefits
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Campaign Pledges
Equity Commitment

Turf Collaborative Community (TCC) Partner  

School Counselor

Own the Turf Toolkit Contents
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Eight Components 

Publication

NOSCA Overview

Strategic Planning Tool

Own the Turf Campaign Package
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Eight Components 

Brochure

Eight Components 

Wallet Card

(Front)

Eight Components 

Wallet Card

(Back)

Own the Turf Toolkit Contents
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U.S. Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan

“School counselors should

absolutely own the turf when 

it comes to college and career 

readiness counseling.”     
- Advanced Placement Annual 

Conference, July 2010
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Support the Own the Turf Campaign 

Sign up now!

 Encourage your colleagues to sign up.

 Form collaborative efforts with TCC partners in support of 
college and career readiness.

 Take advantage of NOSCA’s professional development 
opportunities.

 Learn how to launch a system wide Own the Turf campaign 
initiative in your school, district, community and/or state.

Learn More
www.collegeboard.org/nosca
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Questions?

For further information:

Visit www.collegeboard.org/nosca or 

Email guidance@collegeboard.org. 

http://www.collegeboard.org/nosca
mailto:guidance@collegeboard.org

