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Assessment for and of Learning: Selected Key Differences

from: Richard Stiggins, Judith Arter, Jan Chappuis, and Stephen Chappuis. 2006. Classroom Assessment for Student Learning. ETS. p. 32 – 33.
Every Student Counts

Formative and Summative Assessment

	Formative
	Summative

	Assessment for learning
	Assessment of learning

	Are students learning?
	Did the students achieve the required standard by the deadline?

	Embedded in the learning and teaching process, integral part of instruction
	Test at the end of instruction

	Gather evidence to modify/improve the teaching and learning process

	Gather evidence to report on student learning to stakeholders 


	(during instruction, before lesson, end of lesson, …)
	(end of lesson, chapter, semester; classroom, school, district; could be high stakes or not)

	Quality assurance
	Quality control

	When the cook tastes the soup
	When the customer tastes the soup
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ESC Connections to Assessment


Time: 50 minutes





Overview and Rationale


During this activity, participants will examine the differences between summative and formative assessment. 


Conducting the Activity


Use the Assessment Connections PowerPoint to guide the discussion (be sure to review the notes)


Review Assessment Standards for School Mathematics (NCTM, 1995)


Read the Assessment Principle from Principles and Standards for School Mathematics


Write Most Important Point (MIP)


Share MIPs in small group and large group


Discuss differences between Assessment for Learning and Assessment of Learning


Jigsaw the NCTM Research Clips Summative information


What is Formative Assessment?


Five “Key Strategies” for Effective Formative Assessment


What Does Research Say the Benefits of Formative Assessments Are?


What is formative assessment? 


Share the three summative assessments that can be used by districts looking for a second assessment 


Hand out the list of assessments that can be used as resources for tasks, MDPs, or PBITs


Discuss research about the use of formative assessment in improving student achievement.





Resources





Principles and Standards for School Mathematics -Assessment Principle (pp.22 – 24)�


NCTM: Research Clips-What is Formative Assessment? �


NCTM: Research Clips-Five “Key Strategies” for Effective Formative Assessment �


NCTM: Research Clips-What Does Research Say the Benefits of Formative Assessment Are? 








2002aescassessmentconnections

