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About the Assessment ‘

What are the scheduled dates for the ELPA21 testing window for the Spring of 2016?
Each state and even district has their own schedule testing window. Please check with your
state or school representative for your school-specific testing date.

When will the ELPA21 Screener be available?
The screener is under development and is scheduled for delivery for SY 16-17.

Are all students, Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade required to be computer proficient when
they take the test?

Yes, all students will need to have basic navigations skills such as clicking, drag-and-drop, and
scrolling. Practice tests, available now, allow students to practice those skills on sample items
that mirror those on the actual test. ELPA21 has also created lesson plans, by grade or grade
band, indicating the critical skills to administrators; these lesson plans can be used to enhance
students’ experience with the practice test and deepen their preparation for the assessment.
ELPA21 will provide member states with a Tech Readiness Checklist that indicates, by grade, the
necessary skills to take the assessment.

Will the ELPA21 be one test with 4 sections or 4 separate tests?
The assessment will be delivered in four 4 separate domain tests: reading, writing, speaking and
listening.

Training and Test Administration

When will training modules be available for administering the assessment?

ELPA21 has provided tech coordinator, test coordinator, and test administrator training
modules to each member state. Your state will plan the distribution within your state in order
to provide information and training.

How do you set up proctor caching for ELPA21?
Your state’s ELPA21 platform vendor will inform test administrators about how to install and
securely proctor the assessment.
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Will ELPA21 provide test administration materials to ensure the states administer ELPA21
consistently?

ELPA21 will provide templated directions for administration and other administration-related
documents with guidance to vendors on where they should reflect their own platform specifics.
Assessment guides will be standardized across the consortium.

Are there sample tests available for students to practice taking the test?

Yes. Dates of availability vary by state, however. Please contact your ELPA21 state
representative for more information. To locate your ELPA21 state rep, look at
http://www.elpa21l.org/about/governance-structure and select the ELPA21 Consortium Council
member from your state.

Can the window for paper forms be shorter than the online window for the K-1 Paper Writing
assessment? Or is this left to state policy during 2015-20167?

States can set a smaller window inside the main window if they desire, so long as those
students complete testing within the state-wide testing window.

When will the instruction manual/video for training on how to administer be available to
states and their vendors?

Paper forms all have their own Directions for Administration — look for paper pencil Directions
for Administration on the schedule.

Items and Item Bank

Under what conditions would a state add, change or delete test items?
ELPA21 maintains the item bank and no state will need to add, change, or delete test items.

Scoring

Will ELPA21 provide scoring materials including training, qualification, and validity papers
from field testing to ensure comparability with other ELPA21 states?

Yes. ELPA21 will provide training sets, anchor sets, and validity papers to vendors for scoring.
Additional plans around constructed response scoring, including dates for a central train-the-
trainer event, are under development; further details will be available in fall 2015.

Is range finding done by ELPA using the FT data and papers?

ELPA21 conducted range finding using responses from students who took the field test. Questar
used the field test responses to develop the documentation necessary for each vendor to
conduct their states’ hand scoring.
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Will ELPA21 provide the state’s vendor with “sufficient information” to allow for an
independent evaluation of the quality of the assessment?

The vendor should provide a technical report on the scoring that they do, but ELPA21 is doing
centralized item bank calibration, standard setting, cut scores and the standard setting
technical report will be written by that vendor.

Is ELPA21 providing the report format for branding with individual state’s logos?

ELPA21 will provide the required reporting data fields and a basic report template for individual
student reports in Fall 2015; each state will be responsible for providing their own logos and
other customizations.

Has ELPA21 addressed the issue of similar student responses?
ELPA21 will provide states’ vendors with guidelines for identifying plagiarism.

‘ Platform Vendor Support

Do you have an estimated time when the form will be developed to give our vendors an idea?
Questar will deliver test form planners to vendors in November 2015.

Has it been determined how the multiple forms will be distributed?
ELPA21 will provide platform vendors with a form distribution plan.

Will states get the blueprint as well to give to vendors for the contract?

Vendors will not receive blueprints; they will receive test form planners that indicate the items
and order on each test form. The Assessment Framework, available November 2015, will
contain a description of the blueprint.

In what format(s) are audio and video files available to the contractor for delivery on
Windows computers? Apple computers? Android? IPad?

Items are coded in .xml. Audio files are available in either .ogg or .mp3. The assessment will be
delivered via web browser, and a list of compatible operating systems and hardware
configurations is available at http://www.elpa21.org/fieldtest

Can teachers score the paper section or is vendor scoring required? Or is this left to the state
policy during 2015-2016?

There is no local scoring on ELPA21. So paper forms will need to be scored by the vendor using our
scoring guidelines, which we are currently developing.

What is Questar’s role in providing Braille ready forms?
Questar is contracted to provide files to APH that APH will turn into Braille forms in UEB or contracted
braille, depending on the grade band. If a state is working with a different vendor, that state will need to
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make arrangements with Questar and there may be an additional cost.

Hardware

What is the requirement for the use of headphones?
Over the ear headsets are recommended. Please visit Headset Specifications.

Accessibility

How are audio files provided to students for the listening component of the paper-pencil
assessment?

Paper forms will have an accompanying CD containing the required audio for the assessment.
Consult the ELPA21 Accessibility and Accommodations Manual, available fall 2015, for additional
details.

Are student responses for the speaking domain on the paper-pencil test recorded and sent for
scoring? What kind of recording devices should be used?

Student responses will need to be recorded and sent to your vendor for scoring. Vendors can
provide a recommendation about how to capture spoken responses for scoring.

What forms are provided for students who must test on paper?
ELPA21 will also develop paper-pencil, large-print, Braille and practice test forms and blueprints.

If a read-aloud is permitted for students taking the paper-pencil assessment, will audio files
be provided?

Paper forms will have an accompanying CD and a script containing the required audio for the
assessment. Consult the ELPA21 Accessibility and Accommodations Manual, available fall 2015,
for additional details.

Will ELPA21 provide both non-contracted Braille and contracted Braille in the camera-ready
form for Year 1?

ELPA21 is delivering camera-ready test forms for students who are blind or have low-vision.
These will be converted to braille by American Publishing House for the Blind. It has yet to be
determined whether states will order directly from APH or through their vendors. That
information will be available November 2015.
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Are braille forms used for online tests, with electronic braille readers, or are they
administered as standard, braille?

ELPA21 is supporting paper-based delivery in both contracted and uncontracted braille,
depending on the grade. More detailed information will be available in the operational version
of the ELPA21 Accessibility and Accommodations Manual, available fall 2015.

What is the cost per student for the vendor when they order the printed Braille?
ELPA21 is in the process of determining the cost per student of Braille Forms and will
communicate additional information as available. That information will be available in
November.
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