
The National History 

Teacher of the Year 

Award recognizes out-

standing K-12 American 

history teachers across 

the country.  Each state 

chooses a state level 

winner and from that 

pool, a national winner 

is selected.  Each state 

winner receives a $1,000 

prize and an archive of 

classroom resources.  

The national winner re-

ceives a $10,000 prize 

and is invited to attend 

the award ceremony.   

This award is sponsored 

by the Gilder Lehrman 

Institute of American 

History, the History 

Channel, and Preserve 

America.  The deadline 

for the 2014 award is 

February 1, 2014.  Once 

nominations are re-

ceived, nominees have 

until March 14, 2014 to 

submit any further re-

quired documentation.  

To apply, go to http://

www.gilderlehrman.org

/programs-exhibitions/

national-history-teacher-

year.  If you have any 

questions please contact 

stefanie.wager@iowa.gov.   

 

The 2013 Iowa History 

Teacher of the Year 

Award was presented to 

Josh Culberson from La-

moni Community 

Schools. Josh teaches 4th 

grade at Lamoni Ele-

mentary School.   

Throughout my career I’ve 

heard many teachers say, “I’m 

not a reading teacher, I’m a 

social studies teacher.”  How-

ever, it’s important to keep in 

mind that as a social studies 

teacher you are also very 

much a literacy teacher.  

Every teacher is a literacy 

teacher.  There are certain 

elements of literacy within 

social studies that are unique 

to our discipline and we must 

incorporate this into our disci-

pline in order to get students 

to read and write with a social 

studies lens.  Here’s just one 

resource on using text in your 

social studies classroom.   

The Why and How of Multi-

ple Texts in Middle and High 

School Classrooms http://

www.literacyinlearningexcha

nge.org/why-and-how-

multiple-texts-middle-and-

high-school-classrooms 
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Questions? 
Contact Stefanie Wager, 

social studies consultant 

at the Iowa Department 

of Education, at           

stefanie.wager@iowa.gov     

or 515-725-7842 

Check out the C3 

Framework for Social 

Studies State Stan-

dards.   
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Teaching about Fred Korematsu 

Fred Korematsu is remembered 

for his courageous fight against 

the Japanese American intern-

ment which led to the 1944 Su-

preme Court case, Korematsu v. 

United States.  He was exoner-

ated 40 years later and was 

eventually awarded the Presi-

dential Medal of Freedom.   

To receive a FREE teaching kit 

about his life and Japanese in-

ternment go to 

www.korematsuinstitute.org.   

Big History Project Goes Public  

The Big History Project com-

bines the best of science and 

history.  The course asks the 

“big questions” about our planet 

and humanity and combines 

these questions into a course 

that students, and the general 

public, can take.  The course is 

aligned to the Iowa Core and 

includes read to go lessons, me-

dia, and text.  To see the course, 

go to https://

course.bighistoryproject.com/

bhplive   

Commemorating Pearl Harbor 

Join the World War II Museum 

on December 7th as they com-

memorate the 72nd anniversary 

of the bombing of Pearl Harbor.  

Help prepare students for the 

day by analyzing FDR’s Day of 

Infamy speech through this les-

son plan.  In addition, the Mu-

seum will be offering a live we-

binar on December 6th with the 

author of Under the Blood Red 

Sun.  To register go here.  Check 

out the Museum’s online ex-

hibit, Infamy here.   

 

in the Write Women Back Into 

History Essay Contest.  This 

year’s theme is “Celebrating 

Women of Character, Courage, and 

Commitment.”  

The contest is open to students 

in grades 6-9.  Winning entries 

will be awarded prizes and rec-

ognized at a special ceremony at 

The Iowa Commission on the 

Status of Women, in partnership 

with the Iowa Department of 

Education and the State Histori-

cal Society of Iowa, invite Iowa’s 

youth to gain a deeper under-

standing and appreciation of 

women’s roles in history and 

celebrate March as Women’s 

History Month by participating 

the State Capitol in March.  The 

deadline for entries is January 

24, 2014.  For more information 

visit http://

www.women.iowa.gov/

about_women/

womens_history/

essay_contest.html or contact 

Sanjita Shrestha at 

women@iowa.gov.   

Social Studies Resources 

The Underground Railroad 

in Iowa  

 

Join Iowa historian Lowell 

Stoike on December 12, 2013 

at the State Historical Mu-

seum from 4:30—5:30 as he 

talks about his new book on 

the underground railroad in 

Iowa.  Iowa Public Radio will 

be there to moderate the Q & 

A portion of his presentation.  

At 5:30 Mr. Stoike will sign 

books.   

 

For more information about 

his book on the Under-

ground Railroad visit,  

http://
www.uiowapress.org/
books/2013-spring/
necessary-courage.htm 

Celebrate the 150th Anniversary 

of Gettysburg  

Check out the most recent version 

of History Now from the Gilder 

Lehrman Institute.  The issue com-

memorates the 150th anniversary 

of Gettysburg  and includes essays 

from historians, K-12 Common 

Core aligned units, and links to 

primary sources related to Gettys-

burg and the Civil War.   

http://tinyurl.com/mssx9ja  

...And More Social Studies Resources 

Write Women Back Into History Essay Contest 

“Yesterday, 

December  7th, 1941, 

a date which will live 

in infamy, the 

United States of 

America was 

suddenly and 

deliberately 

attacked…” 

-Franklin D. Roosevelt 
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The Iowa Department of 

Education, in collabora-

tion with the State Histori-

cal Society of Iowa and 

various other partners, is 

offering a FREE summer 

institute centered around 

best practices in social 

studies.  

The Institute will be held 

June 24-25, 2014 at the 

State Historical Museum 

in Des Moines.  

Special attention will be 

given to each discipline 

within the social studies 

and best practices in liter-

acy and technology within 

social studies.  Presenters 

include the State Histori-

cal Museum of Iowa, the 

Anti-Defamation League’s 

Echoes and Reflections, 

and the Council for Eco-

nomic Education, to name 

a few.   

Further information will 

be coming as the date gets 

closer.  Questions? Con-

tact Stefanie Wager at ste-

fanie.wager@iowa.gov. 

   

do so.  NEH seminars reim-

burse teachers anywhere from 

$1,200-$3,900, depending on 

the length of the seminar.  

For more information, go to 

http://www.neh.gov/

divisions/education/summer-

programs  

National Endowment for the 

Humanities (NEH) Summer 

Programs 

The NEH offers over 30 semi-

nars each summer to teachers.  

Not only do you get the oppor-

tunity to participate in top-

quality professional develop-

ment, but you also get paid to 

Moving Past the Textbook: 

Teaching  US History         

Thematically 

Have you ever wanted to discuss how 

to teach US history thematically?  Sign 

up for this AEA PD online class being 

held January 7-February 10, 2014.   

https://

prdev.aeapdonline.org/4DCGI/22017

099991402INV&True* 

Best Practices in Social Studies Institute 

Gilder Lehrman Summer Seminars 

 
The Gilder Lehrman Institute of 

American History offers over 40 

FREE summer institutes for teachers 

across the country.  They are now 

accepting applications for their 2014 

summer institutes.  The only catch– 

your school must be a Gilder 

Lehrman affiliate school.  Becoming 

an affiliate school is also free and it 

allows your school to receive FREE 

resources from Gilder Lehrman all 

year long.  For more information 

about the summer institutes go to 

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/pro

grams-exhibitions/2014-teacher-

seminars and for more information 

about the affiliate school program go 

tohttps://www.gilderlehrman.org/pr

ograms-exhibitions/affiliate-school-

program 

 

Bill of Rights Institute 

The Bill of Rights Institute is 

offering two summer institutes 

for 7-12 social studies teachers.  

The program will consist of 

pedagogical sessions and lec-

tures with Constitutional schol-

ars as well as visits to historic 

sites.  For more information go 

to http://

www.tfaforms.com/298241.   

Professional Development Opportunities and Resources 

...And More Professional Development Opportunities 

 

Inquiry is at the 

heart of social 

studies.  It is a 

“best practice.” 

-Kathy Swan  
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