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Learning Goals/Success Criteria 

Learning Goals Success Criteria 

Session participants will understand... 

1. the basic features of RtI and 

key components 

2. initial information about state-

selected universal screeners 

and progress monitoring 

assessments 

3. initial information about the 

new TIES database 

I can answer questions about the... 

1. basic features of RtI and key 

components  

2. state-selected universal 

screeners and progress 

monitoring assessments 

 

3. new TIES database 
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Before we begin… 
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 This is going to be 

fast…we want to honor 

today’s agenda 

 Write down your 

questions and hold them 

until the end…we’ll have 

30 minutes at that time to 

address them 



Defining Response to Intervention 

Brad Niebling – Brad.Niebling@iowa.gov  
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What is Response to Intervention? 

Response to Intervention (RtI) is an every-

education decision-making framework of 

evidence-based practices in instruction and 

assessment that addresses the needs of all 

students.  
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RtI Mythbusters 

Myth Reality 
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 An instructional 
program or time of 
day 

 Intended to encourage 
placement of students 

 A special education, a 
general education, a 
Title 1, a Talented and 
Gifted initiative 

 

 A framework to 

implement effective 

practices 

 Matching needs and 

resources 

 An “Every” Education 

Initiative 

 

 



Key Components 

1. Evidence-based curriculum & instruction at 

Universal level 

2. Universal Screening 

3. Evidence-based, instructional interventions at 

Targeted and Intensive levels 

4. Progress Monitoring 

5. Data-based decision making 
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FIDELITY OF IMPLEMENTATION 

SCREENING             RESULTS               INTERVENTION 

Standard 

Treatment 

Protocol 



In Focus…Targeted Supports 
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What is Standard Treatment Protocol approach in 
Iowa? Still defining, but here is an initial description: 
1. Based on Universal screening data; no additional 

diagnostics 

2. Single,  evidence-based intervention that addresses a broad 
range of literacy components for a majority of students not 
at benchmark 

3. Happens at the Targeted level in small groups 

4. Progress is monitored, data-based decision making used 
to determine  

a. if students are ready to move back to only Universal instruction, 

b. continue to need the Standard treatment, or 

c. diagnostic information collected to design Intensive level 
intervention for students who did not make sufficient progress 



In Focus…Targeted Supports 
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Benefits of the Standard Treatment Protocol approach 

1. Time and resource efficient (e.g., less time assessing and 

scheduling different interventions) 

2. Reduces training and support needs for school staff 

3. Quicker access to intervention for students 

4. Highly like to result in implementation fidelity 

5. Highly likely to benefit a majority of students in the 

treatment 
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What is the state doing to 

support schools to 

implement RtI? 



Overview of Universal Screening and 

Progress Monitoring Assessments for 

PreK – 6 in Reading 

Michelle Hosp – Michelle.Hosp@iowa.gov  
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Definitions for Universal Screening and 

Progress Monitoring Assessments 

 Universal Screening Assessments: are administered to 

ALL students to identify which students are at-risk for 

failure on a meaningful outcome measure.  

 

 Progress Monitoring Assessments: are administered to 

only those students who are receiving additional instruction 

beyond Universal instruction to determine if they are 

benefiting from that instruction. 

 

13 Iowa Department of Education 



Questions that can be answered with 

Universal Screening Data 

 Is Universal instruction meeting the needs of the majority 

of our students? 

 

 At the beginning of 1st grade which students are at-risk 

for not being proficient in reading by the end of 1st grade 

on a meaningful outcome measure? 

14 Iowa Department of Education 



Questions that can be answered with 

Progress Monitoring Data 

 Is this student responding positively to the 

reading intervention they are receiving? 

 

 Is this student learning at a rate that will 

ensure they will reach their goal (i.e., close the 

gap)? 
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Critical Features of Universal Screening 

and Progress Monitoring Assessments 

Assessments Critical Features 

Universal 

Screening 

 

• Predictive of future academic success  

• Identify who is at-risk 

• Conducted at least three times a year  

• Used with All students 

• Brief to administer and score (5 – 15 minutes) 

 

Progress 

Monitoring 

 

• Rates of growth and level of performance  

• Conducted on a routine basis (weekly) 

• Used with students who are at-risk or identified as 

having a disability 

• Brief to administer and score (1 – 10 minutes) 
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Steps Timeline 

1. Surveyed Elementary Schools and Preschools  May 2011 & May 2012 

2. Worked with Experts to Determine Criteria June 2011 & June 2012 

3. Worked with Vetting Group to Establish Rubrics and Process October 2011 & June 2011 

4. Completed Reviews and shared with Vetting group 

• Determined RFP (Response for Proposals) & RFI (Response 

for Information) was needed  

August 2012 

5. RFP and RFI posted December 10, 2012 

6. Announcement of Successful Vendor(s): 

• FAST universal screening & progress monitoring K – 6 

•IGDIs universal screening at age 4 

February 11, 2013 

7. Messaging to Field 
Throughout Spring and 

Summer 2013 

8. Messaging about RFI reviews April 2013 



FAST 
 FAST stands for Formative Assessment System for Teachers 

 They are out of the University of Minnesota  

 Dr. Ted Christ is the Developer 

 FAST includes many assessments: 

 Some will be available in the Fall 

 Some will be available later 
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 Browser-based User Interface 

 Online administration 

 Online scoring 

 Will be integrating into our RtI database 

 Paper and Pencil version for most measures 

General Features of FAST 
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Universal screening and progress 

monitoring in 1st to 6th 

Universal screening, computer adaptive 

measure K to 5th  

Introduction to FAST 

Universal screening and progress 

monitoring in K & 1st 
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Concepts of Print 

FAST: 
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Last word 

marked 

Summary 

statistics 

FAST: 
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Online Administration 

Computer administered and scored. 

 

FAST: 
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IGDIs 

 IGDIs stands for Individual Growth and Development 

Indicators 

 They are out of the University of Minnesota and Early 

Learning Labs Inc. 

 Dr. Scott McConnell is the Developer  
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 Universal screener of Early Literacy: 

 First Sounds 

 Picture Naming 

 Rhyming 

 Sound Identification 

 Which one doesn’t belong 

 Will be integrating into our RtI database 

 Paper and Pencil version is currently available 

General Features of IGDIs 
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IGDIs First Sound 

 

Which one starts with the /t/ sound? 
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IGDIs Picture Naming 

 

Do you know what this is? 
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RtI Data System 

Amy Williamson – Amy.Williamson@iowa.gov  

Janell Brandhorst - Janell.Brandhorst@iowa.gov  
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Data System Vendor - TIES 

 Through an RFP process, Technology and Information 
Educational Services (TIES) was chosen as our RtI data 
system vendor 

 

 TIES is located in Minnesota and is supported through an 
education cooperative in the state 
 TIES currently serves many districts in Minnesota 

 We will work with TIES to make minor changes to the RtI data 
system to meet our needs in Iowa 

 

 TIES will work seamlessly with the State’s selected universal 
screening and progress monitoring assessments 
 The system could also be used to accept other assessment data 

 

 We will also work with TIES to develop a new IEP and IFSP 
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Key Features of the RtI Data System 

 Accepts and displays universal screening and progress 

monitoring assessments and data 

 

 Supports tracking individual student interventions 

 

 Provides secure access to data at all levels – teacher, 

building, district, AEA, state 
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Universal Screening Example Report 
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Intervention Tracking Example Report 
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Progress Monitoring Example Report 
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RtI Data System Timeline 

 Spring 2013 – begin work with TIES on Iowa’s 
implementation for the general education intervention 
part of the system 

 

 Summer 2013 – work with TIES and AEAs to provide data 
system training across the state 

 

 Fall 2013 – universal screening and progress monitoring 
data and reports will be available for literacy, grades PK-6 

 

 Fall 2016 – IEP/IFSP will be available 
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Links to Information 
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Resource Link to Information 

Iowa’s Application of Rubrics to Evaluate 

Screening and Progress Tools 

http://www.rti4success.org/webinars/video/

1040%20  

Formative Assessment System for 

Teachers (FAST) 

http://fast.cehd.umn.edu  

Individual Growth and Development 

Indicators (IGDIs) 

http://myigdis.com 

Technology and Information Educational 

Services (TIES) Database  

http://www.ties.k12.mn.us/  

WARNING: What you see on these sites is not necessarily what we will end up 

using in Iowa. For example, FAST and IGDIs both have math but Iowa has not 

purchased these. TIES has multiple products, but Iowa has not purchased most of these. 



Questions 
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If you have a question, submit it to:  

https://sites.google.com/site/datasystemassessments/faq  

https://sites.google.com/site/datasystemassessments/faq

