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→ Community Eligibility 

Starting with the school year 2014-2015 Iowa schools have had a new reimbursement option for the National 
School Lunch Program:  Community Eligibility Provision (CEP).  CEP schools use data of student numbers that 
qualify for free meals by direct certification or categorical eligibility instead of income applications. 

→ What does this mean for School Food and Nutrition Programming 

If a school building qualifies, it means all students eat at no charge and there is no longer a need to have a 
Free and Reduced (F/R) Price Meal application in those school buildings.  Here are some points when 
considering CEP:  

• As of April 1 in the year prior to beginning CEP, school buildings must have at least 40 percent of 
students (only those with access to a meal) who are qualified for free meals through a method other 
than income application.  This “Identified Student Percentage” (ISP)  includes students approved by the 
following methods: 

o Directly certified students eligible for Food Assistance and Family Investment Program (FIP) 
and other household members qualified through the extension of direct certification benefits.  

o Directly certified students identified through the ELook-up process 
o Students listed on a “Free Lunch” DHS letter 
o Directly certified foster children    
o Homeless students certified as such by the district liaison,  
o Migrant youth certified by local officials/Certificate of Eligibility  
o Runaway youth certified by local officials,  
o Head Start students,  
o Pre-K Even Start students,  

 
• It is required that Breakfast is offered in CEP buildings.    

 
• The Food Service Department may not process household applications or economic surveys for 

schools implementing CEP.  If they will be processing direct certification for non-CEP schools in the 
district, they may provide a list of students qualified for free meals in CEP schools to authorized 
programs. 

 
• Breakfast and Lunch must be available for all students in CEP buildings at no charge. 

 
A multiplier of 1.6 is applied to the ISP to determine the Free Reimbursement percent.  The total percent after 
the 1.6 factor is applied represents the percent of reimbursable meals claimed that are paid at the free rate.  
The maximum is 100 percent.  If the multiplied number is less than 100 percent, the difference is reimbursed at 
the paid rate.  Each claiming group (individual building or a group of buildings) participating must meet the 40 
percent ISP minimum.  Any number of buildings may be grouped to improve the reimbursement rates of those 
with ISPs of 40 to 62%.  See example below: 
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Enrollment  Identified  ISP Multiplier Percent of reimbursable meals  
         (access to meals) Students      at free rate/paid rate 
 
School A  354  266  75.1%      1.6  120% = 100% free / 0% paid 
 
School B  375  210  56%      1.6  64% free / 16% paid 
 
School A & B  729  476  65.2%      1.6  104% = 100% free / 0% paid 
 
 

→ What does this mean for other district functions that rely on the Free/Reduced Price meal 
Eligibility list? 
 

Buildings that participate in CEP will no longer get a complete list of students qualified for Free/Reduced Price 
meals and consequently, the ability of districts to “know” which students are in the low-SES subgroup is 
impacted by the decision to move to CEP.  The list of programs of processes impacted includes, but is not 
limited to: 

• Local granting of fee waivers 
• Any AYP accountability measure using low SES subgroups 
• Title 1 – within district targeting and SES services 
• At-risk and Dropout Prevention qualified students 
• E-rate (new guidance 6/23/2014 allows use of ISP times the multiplier to represent CEP buildings) 
• Loan forgiveness for teachers 

 
The Food Service Department may continue to provide the downloaded list of directly certified students 
provided by the Department of Education.  In most cases, the current direct certification number of ISP will not 
match the current list of students on the F/R list.  To that end, the Department of Education has developed an 
alternate process that should provide the district with the ability to identify which students are in the low-SES 
subgroups in CEP buildings. 
 
The Department of Education is requiring that CEP buildings use a simple income eligibility form in an attempt 
to identify qualified students that are not already identified on the ISP list.  On the website are several 
examples of surveys that can choose from.  The selected form will be distributed to households at registration 
or by other locally-determined means allowing the school/district to gather SES data. 
 
The Department will still require districts to identify in their student information system for reporting purposes 
those students that are considered in the low-SES subgroup.  This subgroup is determined by using all student 
on the ISP list, plus any additional students that submit the general income eligibility form.  Once the district 
has a firm low-SES list of students, that list can be used for all the purposes previously supported by the 
free/Reduced Price Lunch list. 
 
Fee Waivers in CEP Schools - CEP schools that use a direct certification list to indicate students as “low 
SES” must actively ask parents if they are interested in a fee waiver.  IAC 281 chapter 18 requires annual 
application for fee waiver.  

For students attending a CEP school and not directly certified, the question of fee waiver interest can be 
included on the household economic survey form. 

→ How do we elect to participate? 
 
Districts and qualified school buildings will need to apply and be approved to participate. 
 
The application for CEP for the 2015-2016 school year must be submitted via IowaCNP to the Department of 
Education, Bureau of Nutrition & Health Services by August 31, 2015. 
 


