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Iowa Goal: Individuals will pursue postsecondary education in order 

to drive economic success.  
 
State Board  
Role/Authority: In addition to statutory responsibilities, the State Board 

provides leadership and advocacy for the system of 
education in Iowa. Recognizing exemplary practices and 
results is one way the State Board fulfills this leadership 
role. 

 
Presenter: Jeremy Varner, Administrator 
 Division of Community Colleges 

   
Attachments: 1 
 
Recommendation: It is recommended that the State Board review and 

consider issuing this proclamation. 
 
Background: In 1966, the State Board of Education authorized 15 

community colleges to provide the first two years of 
postsecondary education, workforce training, adult basic 
education, and an array of other services to Iowa 
students, businesses, and communities.  This 
proclamation is a commendation for 50 years of 
exemplary service to Iowa’s system of education. 
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State Board of Education 

Proclamation 
 

 

WHEREAS, the Iowa State Board of Education works with the Iowa Department of Education 

to provide oversight, supervision, and support for the state education system that includes all public 

elementary and secondary schools, nonpublic schools that receive state accreditation, area 

education agencies, community colleges, and teacher preparation programs; and 
 

WHEREAS, in 1966, the Iowa State Board of Education officially authorized Iowa’s fifteen 

community colleges; and  

 

WHEREAS, as Iowa community colleges celebrate their 50th Anniversary, they celebrate a 

legacy of exceptional service to Iowa by providing high quality educational opportunities to 

academically underprepared adults through literacy and basic education programs, high school 

students through Senior Year Plus, college students through college parallel (transfer) courses, 

and career and technical education programs; and 
 

WHEREAS, for fifty years, Iowa community colleges have enriched Iowa’s communities 

and economy by returning a vast majority of their graduates to the state’s workforce; and 
 

WHEREAS, for fifty years, Iowa community colleges have rapidly responded to local, 

regional, and state workforce challenges with customized training programs that have immensely 

contributed to Iowa’s economic development; and  
 

WHEREAS, Iowa community colleges provide unparalleled return on the state’s investment 

as they work within the state education system to produce productive citizens in a democratic 

society, and successful participants in a global community; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, IN CELEBRATION OF FIFTY YEARS OF SERVICE TO IOWA, 

I, Charles C. Edwards, Jr., President, on behalf of the Iowa State Board of Education, commend 

the leaders, faculty, and staff of Iowa’s fifteen community colleges, past and present, for their 

dedication and contributions to the students, businesses, and communities they proudly serve.  

 
  Charles C. Edwards, Jr., President 

State Board of Education 

 

        Area Community College Date    Area Community College Date 

I. Northeast Iowa 02/18/1966  X. Kirkwood 03/18/1966 

II. North Iowa Area 02/18/1966  XI. Des Moines Area 03/18/1966 

III. Iowa Lakes 10/28/1966  XII. Western Iowa Tech 08/19/1966 

IV. Northwest Iowa 02/18/1966  XIII. Iowa Western 03/18/1966 

V. Iowa Central 02/18/1966  XIV. Southwestern 02/18/1966 

VI. Iowa Valley 04/29/1966  XV. Indian Hills 02/18/1966 

VII. Hawkeye 03/18/1966  XVI. Southeast Iowa 06/02/1966 

IX. Eastern Iowa 03/18/1966     


