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Individuals will pursue postsecondary education in order to

The Community Colleges Fall Enrollment Report 2015
provides information for all community colleges and the
general public. This report is presented for information only

as the State Board provides leadership and advocacy for the
system of education in lowa.

Presenter: Jeremy Varner, Administrator
Division of Community Colleges
Attachments: 1

Recommendation: It is recommended that the State Board hear and discuss

this information.

Background:

This report provides information on fall credit enroliment at
lowa’s 15 community colleges as of the tenth business day
of the semester. Enroliment totaled 93,074 students, a
decrease of 0.74 percent from the prior year. Except where
noted, data in the attached report are taken from the
Community College Management Information System (MIS)
fall 2015 submission and were confirmed by each college.
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Executive Summary

The following highlights from this report summarize enrollment at
Towa’s community colleges during fall 2015:

Fall 2015 enrollment was 93,074 students—a decline of 0.74
percent from last fall.

Compared to last fall, registered semester hours fell 1.1 percent,

" from 832,234 to 823,306,

The typical student is a white (83 percent) female (54 percent) from
Towa (91 percent) whose average age is 21.6 years, and enrolled
part-time (60 percent) in a transfer-oriented college parallel
program (68 percent).

A total of 28,166 students enrolled in at least one online course,
accounting for 30 percent of total enrollment.

Health science remained the largest carecr and technical education
(CTE) carcer cluster; manufacturing was second; business
management and administration was third.

Joint enrollment increased 5.3 percent, from 31,446 high school
students last fall to 33,145 this fall.

Next fall, between 87,991 and 98,629 students arc predicted to
enroll in Towa’s community colleges.




1 Students

Fall 2015 enrollment, as summarized
in table 1, was 93,074 students, compared
to 93,772 students last fall. Figure 1
displays enrollment data since 1965.
Although overall fall enrollment has
increased more than 10-fold since 1965,
the number of full-time students as a
percentage of total fall enrollment has
steadily declined from over 90 percent in
1965 to about 40 percent in 2015 (Figure
2).

This fall, 55494 part-time students
(those enrolled in fewer than 12 semester

credit hours), accounted for 59.6 percent
of total enrollment. Last fall, 55,767 part-
time studenis accounted for 59.5 percent
of total fall enrollment.

Enrollment of full-time students this
fall was 37,580 students (40.4 percent of
total enrollment) compared to 38,005
students (40.5 percent of total enrollment)
last fall.

The average age of community
college students this fall was 21.9 years.
The median age was 18 years. Females
accounted for 53.8 percent of students,

Table 1. Fall 2015 enroliment by college.
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which is consistent with state and national
trends in postsecondary education.
Self-reported race and ethnicity by
gender are shown in table 2. The proportion
of minority students attending Iowa's
community colleges this fall is higher than
the proportion of minorities in lowa's
general population: 18.5 percent versus
11.6 percent. Hispanic students accounted
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for 6.8 percent of total enrollment; African-
American students, 6.7 percent; and Asian/
Pacific Islanders, 2.6 percent.

Residents of Iowa accounted for 90
percent of students. Residents from other
states accounted for 9.5 percent of enrolled
students, with foreign nationals accounting
for the balance.

Figure 1. Fall enroliment since 1965.
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Figure 2. Historical enrollment of fuli-time students as a percentage
of total enroliment.
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Table 2. Fall 2015 distribution by race and ethnicity.
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2 Academics

Students attending fowa's community
colleges this fall registered for 823,306
semester hours, compared to 832,234
semester hours last fall. Average course
load for all students was 8.8 semester
hours.

Full-time  students registered for
519,410 semester hours, or 63.1 percent
of total semester hours (table 3). Average
course load for full-time students was
13.8 semester hours. Last fall, full-time
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students registered for 524,238 semester
hours, yielding an average course load of
13.8 semester hours.

Part-time  students  registered for
303,896 semester hours, or 36.9 percent
of total semester hours (table 3). Average
course load for part-time students was 5.5
semester hours. Last fall, part-time
students registered for 307,996 semester
hours (37 percent of total), averaging 5.5
semester hours.

Table 3. Summary of fall 2015 semester hours by college.

Hours

College =
No t lowa
North lowa Area

Westemn lowa |
lowa Western
Southwester
Indian Hills

6,882
823,306

FT (%)°

PT (%)° _ Ghange (%)°

75.3 24.7 6.3

63.1 36.9 -1.1

 Percentage of hours attributed to full-time students.
" Percentage of hours attributed to part-time students.

® Percentage change in total hours from fall 2014.
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2.1 Program Types

Programs of study are generally
categorized as college parallel (transfer),
career and technical education (CTE), or
career option, College parallel programs
prepare students for matriculation into
four-year colleges or universities. CTE
programs prepare students for entry into
the workforce as skilled technicians or
similar middle skill careers. Career option
programs prepare students for either
matriculation to a four-year university or
entry into a career field after graduation.

College parallel programs comprised
the largest category, with 64,235 enrolled
students this fall, 1.4 percent from last
fall. College parallel programs accounted
for 60.7 percent of this fall's total
enrollment.

Fall Enrollment Report: 2015

This fall 27,742 students enrolled in
CTE programs, accounting for 29.8
percent of total enrollment. Last fall,
28,020 students enrolled in CTE
programs. The number of students
enrolled in CTE programs this fall
represents a 1.0 percent decrease from last
fall.

Total enrollment this fall in career

option programs was 1,081 students,
accounting for 1.2 percent of total
enrollment. Last fall, 2,368 students

enrolled in carcer option programs. The
Department of Education will phase out
career option programs by the end of
fiscal year 2016, which is reflected in the
54.3 percent decline in the number of
students enrolled career option programs.
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2.2 Online Enrollment

Online enrollment is defined as
participation in a class that is only offered
via the Internet with no face-to-face
contact between the instructor and
students, Table 4 summarizes online
hours and enrollment for fall 2015.

Of the 93,074 students enrolled this
fall, 28,166 (30.2 percent) enrolled in at
least one online course, compared to
27,455 students (29.3 percent) who did so
last fall. This year’s enrollment represents
an increase of 2.6 percent from last year.

This fall, 144,136 (17.5 percent)
semester hours out of 823,306 total
semester hours were attributed to online
courses, compared to 140,837 semester
hours last fall (table 4). Last fall, semester
hours attributed to online courses
accounted for 169 percent of total
registered semester hours. On average,
students enrolled in 5.1 semester hours of
online courses this fall.

Table 4. Fall 2015 online hours and enroliment by college.

College
North lowa Area

144,136

Enroliment (%)
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2.3 Joint Enrollment

Community colleges offer high school
students three joint enrollment to earn
college credit: postsecondary enrollmeént
options (PSEQO), contracted courses
between high schools and community
colleges, or direct payment of tuition.
Students may choose to participate in
more than one joint enrollment program
during an academic year.

Upon successful course completion, a
student may either apply earned semester
hours toward an award or transfer them to
a four-year college or university.

This fall, 33,145 high school students
participated in at least one joint
enrollment program, up 5.4 percent from
last fall. Students participating in joint
enrollment programs accounted for 35.6
percent of this fall’s enrollment,

Fall Enrollment Report: 2015

compared to 33.5 percent last fall.

High school students participating in
joint enrollment programs this fall
registered for 164,149 semester hours of
classes, up 6.3 percent from last fall. The
number of semester hour attributed to
joint enrollment programs this fall
accounted for 199 percent of total
registered semester hours, compared to
18.6 percent last fall.

Figure 3 shows how participation in
joint enrollment programs has changed
since last fall. Overlapping participation
in contracted courses this year accounted
for almost 95 percent of enrollment.
Students enrolled only 1in contracted
courses this year accounted for about 92
percent of enrollment.

Figure 3. Year-to-year comparison of joint enroliment participation.

Fall 2014

Fall 2015
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2.4 Career Clusters

The lowa Department of Education 10,581 students enrolled in health
categorizes career and technical education  sciences, 2,540 in business management
(CTE) programs into 16 carcer clusters. and administration, and 2,839 in
Each major aligns to a category of similar ~ manufacturing.
programs. Visit www.careerclusters.org This fall, as seen in figure 4, 10,042
for more information about career students enrolled in health sciences, down
clusters. 5.1 percent from last fall; 2,226 students

Historically, categories with the enrolled in business management and
largest enrollments have been health  administration, down 12.4 percent; 2,633
science, manufacturing, and business  students enrolled in manufacturing, down

management and administration. Last fall, 7.3 percent.

Figure 4. Fall 2015 enrollment by career cluster.
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3 Enrollment Projections

Enrollment for this fall was predicted Estimated enroliment next fall will be
to vary between 90,427 and 98,195  between 87,991 and 98,629 students.
students. The actual fall enrollment for  Furthermore, enrollment at community
fall 2015 was 93,075 students. This marks  colleges should start to level out around
the third consecutive year in which actual ~ 2017. Enrollment could increase to about
enrollment has been observed within a 93,500 students by fall 2019 (Figure 5).
predicted range.

Figure 5. Predicted fall enrollment through 2019.
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Notes
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White 76.9%
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0;/6 20% 0% 60% 80% 100% }

Age Ranges of Students
70
Average Age: 21.8 years
Median: 18 years
60 ‘
50
‘g" 40
3 a0
5
Ry
20
10
1.6 03
0 = .

<20 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 =59




37,500

Ad
27,437 28,077 28,028 31,446

30,000

22,500

15,000

7,500

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

@Commumrv CoLLEGES

o

» Prediction for this fall was between 90,427 and
98,195 students.

+ Actual fall enrollment was 93,074 students.

+ Next fall between 87,991 and 98,629 students are
projected to enroll.
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