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[ndividuals will pursue postsecondary education in order
to drive economic success.

The tuition and fees report provides information for all
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provides leadership and advocacy for the system of
education in lowa.
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it is recommended that the State Board hear and discuss
this information.

The lowa Community Colleges Tuition and Fees Report
is prepared each fiscal year. The report includes frends
in fuition and fees among lowa’s community colleges as
well as comparisons to lowa’s public universities and
community colleges nationally.
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Executive Summary

The community college tuition and fees report is prepared each fiscal year.
The report includes trends in tuition and fees among Towa’s community colleges,
as well as comparisons to other states and to Iowa’s public universities.

Median total in-state cost of enrollment for a full-time student enrolled in
Iowa’s community colleges will be $164.50 per semester hour in fiscal year
2016, a 3.1 percent difference from last year. Median in-state tuition for a full-
time student enrolled in lowa’s community colleges will be $151.00 per semester
hour in fiscal year 2016, a 3.4 percent difference from last year. Median
mandatory fees will be $13.50 per semester hour in fiscal year 2016, same as last
year,

Provisional data from the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System
(IPEDS) suggest that average total enrollment costs per semester hour during
fiscal year 2014 were higher among community colleges in Minnesota and South
Dakota than corresponding costs in Towa. Towa ranked 44th in average total
enrollment costs, placing it in the 85th percentile. By comparison, California,
with the lowest average total enrollment costs, ranked first. IPEDS data suggest
average total enrollment cost per semester hour at Iowa’s community colleges
was almost 11 percent higher than the regional average ($132.83 per semester
hour) in fiscal year 2014,

Although average tuition of lowa’s community college will be almost 42
percent lower than average tuition at Iowa’s public universities in fiscal year
2016, tuition and fees account for approximately 53 percent of community
colleges’ unrestricted operating revenne. This percentage has gradually increased
since 2005, which was just over 49 percent, During the same time period, state
general aid has decreased from about 36 percent in 2005, to about 35 percent in
2014,
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1 Tuition and Fees

Iowa Code states that "tuition for residents of Iowa shall not exceed the
lowest tuition rate per semester, or the equivalent, charged by an institution
of higher education under the state board of regents for a full-time resident
student” [1]. For non-resident (out-of-state) students, "tuition. . . shall not
be less than the marginal cost of instruction of a student attending the
college" [1].

Table 1 lists tuition and fees for each community college during fiscal
years (FY) 2015 and 2016. Northwest Jowa Community College had the
lowest percentage change in tuition (2.0 percent), whereas fowa Western
Community College had the highest (8.0 percent).

Mandatory fees at Western lowa Tech College (WITCC) increased
almost 90 percent to defray costs associated with a program designed to
issue laptop computers to all credit students. This increase in mandatory
fees caused WITCC to have the highest overall percentage increase in TCE
(13.3 percent).

Table 1; Tuition and Fees per Semester Hour by College

FY 2015 FY 2016
Tuition Tuition
Out-of- Out-of-

College {Abbreviation) In-state state Fees| In-state state Fees
Northeast lowa (NICC) 150.00 150.00 13,00 154.00 154.00 13.00
North Iowa Area (NIACC) 130.75 196.13 26.00| 13375 200.63 26.00
Towa Lakes (ILCC) 155.00 166.00 16.75 160.00 171.00 1675
Northwest (NCC) 147.00 160.00 28.00| 15000 160.00 28.00
lowa Central (ICCC) 143.00 214,50 14,00 14900 223,50 14.00
Towa Valley (IVCCD) - -- -—- - - -—-

Ellsworth 153,00 185.00 26,000 138.00 190.00 26.00

Marshalltown 153.00 163.00 26.00| 15800 168.00 26.00
Hawkeye (HCC) 145.00 170,00 6,00 152,00 177.00 7.50
Eastern Towa {EICC) 137.00 204.00  0.00] 14000 207.00 0.00
Kirkwood (KCC) 145.00 175.00 0.00 148.00 17800 0.00

Des Moines Area (DMACC) 135.00 278.00 0000 143.00 286.00 0.60
Western Towa Tech (WITCC) 134.00 135.00 17.00] 13900 140.00 32.00

lowa Western (IWCC) 138.00 143.00 14.00( 149.00 154.00 14.00
Southwestern (SWCC) 148.00 155,00 12000 152,00 15900 12.00
Indian Hills (THCC) 155.00 23250 0,007 160.00 24000 0.00
Southeastern (SCC}) 153.00 158.00 0.00] [62.00 167.00 3.00
Minimum 130.75 13500 0.00f 133.75 140.00 0.00
Median 146.00 168.00 13.50[ 151.00 174.00 13.50

Maximuim 155.00  278.00 28.00] 162.00 286.00 32.00
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following requests:

A community college may charge non-residents a lower tuition if an
approved reciprocal tuition agreement is on file with the Iowa Department of
Education [1]. Under this provision, the department has approved the

e Northwest lowa Community College, $§155.00 tuition per credit hour for
students who are residents of Minnesota, Nebraska, or South Dakota.

s Jowa Lakes Community College, $165.00 tuition per credit hour for
students who are residents of Minnesota.

¢ Eastern Iowa Community Colleges, $162.00 tuition per credit hour for
students who are residents of adjacent Illinois counties.

Table 2: Fees per Semester Hour by College

Amount (§)
College Description FY 2015  FY 2016
Nottheast Towa General 13.00 13.00
North lowa Arca Material/Lab/Supplies 12.00 12.00
Student activities 4.00 4.00
Technology 10.00 10.00
Towa Lakes Activity 2.25 2.25
(General 5.50 5.50
Noel Levitz/L.SA 0.25 0.25
Processing 0.75 0.75
Technology 8.00 8.00
Northwest lowa Course 10.00 10,00
Student 10.00 10.00
Technology 8.00 8.00
Towa Central Student 14.00 14.00
lowa Valley Facility 2.00 2.00
Materials/Technology 17.60 17.00
Student 7.00 7.00
Hawkeye Student activity 2.00 3.50
Computer 4.00 4.00
Eastern Towa No fees 0.00 0.00
Kirkwood No fees 0.00 0.00
Des Moines Area No fees 0.00 0.00
Western lowa Tech  Matriculation 8.00 8.00
Technology 9.00 24.00
Iowa Western College service 14.00 14.00
Southwestern Service/Technology 12.00 12.00
Indian Hills No fees 0.00 0.00
Southeastern Technology 0.00 3.00
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1.1 Mandatory Fees

Table 2 itemizes mandatory fees that are assessed per semester hour, Of
the 11 community colleges that assess mandatory fees per semester hour,
Western lowa Tech ($32.00) has the highest and Southeastern ($3.00) the
lowest.

Towa Lakes Community College assesses students $10.80 per term for a
basic activity fee in addition to its other mandatory fees, Kirkwood has no
mandatory fees per semester hour; however, the college began assessing
students a technology fee of $25.00 per term, effective July 1, 2015.

1.2 Online Tuition

State policy allows community colleges fo establish separate tuition rates
for distance education courses that are delivered through a consortium
agreement approved by the department. This policy led to the creation of the
Iowa Community College Online Consortinm (ICCOC), a partnership
approved by the lowa Department of Education.

The consortium sets tuition and fees for online courses on behalf of its
members—North lowa Area Community College, lowa Lakes Community
College, Northwest fTowa Community College, Eastern Iowa Community
Colleges, Western lowa Tech Community College, Southwestern Community
College, and Southeastern Community College. The consortium's approved
tuition rate for online courses is $162.00 per semester hour. Community
colleges that do not participate in the consortium set their own tuition and fees
for online courses.

2 Cost of Enrollment

Total cost of enrollment (TCE}, the sum of tuition and mandatory fees for
an academic year, excludes expenses such as books, room and beard,
transportation, or other additional fees. Unless noted otherwise, tuition, fees,
and TCE are expressed as dollars per semester hour. Any calculations of
extended costs assume students are residents of lowa as defined by lowa Code
[1] and are enrolled in 15 semester hours during fall and spring terms.

Figure 1 depicts total costs of enroliment across lowa. Median tuition and
mandatory fees per semester hour are $151.00 and $13.50 respectively,
vielding a median TCE of $164.50 per semester hour. Eastern lowa
Community Coliege ($140.00 per semester hour) and Des Moines Area
Community College ($143.00 per semester hour) have the lowest TCE of the
15 community colleges. Neither college assesses mandatory fees, which helps
to minimize TCE. By comparison, TCE is highest at Towa Valley Community
College District ($184.00 per semester hour) and Northwest lowa Community
College ($177.00 per semester hour).

As seen in table 3, total cost of enrollment increased an average of 4.2
percent from last year, Northwest lowa Community College had the smallest
percentage change in TCE (1.7 percent), whereas Western Iowa Tech
Community College had the highest overall increase (13.3 percent). Figure 2
depicts distribution of year-to-year changes among lowa’s community
colleges.
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Figure 1: TCE per Semester Hour for Current Fiscal Year
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Table 3: Year-to-Year Comparison of TCE by College

TCE ($) Difference

College FY 2015 FY 2016 $ %
Northeast lowa 163.00 167.00 4,00 245
North Iowa Area 156,75 15975 3.00 191
Towa Lakes 171.75 17675 500 291
Northwest Iowa 175.00 17800 3.00 1M1
lowa Central 157.00 163.00 6,00 382
Jowa Valley

Ellsworth 179.00 18400 500 279

Marshalltown 179.00 184,00 500 279
Hawkeye 151.00 15950 R.50 5.63
Eastern Towa 137.00 140.00 300 2.19
Kirkwood 145.00 148.00 3,00 207
Des Moines Area 139.00 143.00 4.00 2.88
Western lowa Tech 151.00 171.00 20,00 13.25
Iowa Western 152,00 163,00 11.00 7.24
Southwestern 160.00 164.00 4,00 250
Indian Hills 155.00 160.00 500 3.23
Southeastern 153.00 16500 12.00 7.84
Average 157.78 164.13 634 4.08

Std. Dev., 12.99 13.03 457 3.06
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Figure 2: Change (%) in TCE from Previous Fiscal Year

3 Revenue Sources

Primary revenue sources for public community colleges in lowa are
local, state, and federal funds, and tuition and fees. Tuition and fees are
the largest share of general operating fund revenues. During fiscal year
2014, tuition and fees accounted for almost 53 percent of total revenues.
During fiscal 2005, state, local, and federal funds accounted for slightly
more than half of general operating revenue. By fiscal year 2014, this
percentage had dropped to about 47 percent. Between fiscal year 2005
and fiscal year 2014, state support fell from almost 36 percent to just
over 34 percent. During this same period, local funding has remained
relatively unchanged.

Figure 3 shows how tuition and fees have risen since 1980 to offset
decreased funding from public and other sources. In 2011, tuition and
fees accounted for about 57 percent of revenue, more than all other
sources combined. By 2014, tuition and fees accounted for almost 53
percent of total revenue.
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Figure 3: Sources of Revenue as Percentages of Total
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4 Comparisons

Source data for national and regional comparisens came from IPEDS.
National and regional data were collected from 931 public two-year institutions
that award associate degrees.

Data pertaining to Iowa's public universities were collected from tables
available on the universities' respective websites. Data pertaining to Iowa's
community colleges were collected from a survey of community college
business officers.

4.1 National

According to IPEDS, average annual in-state TCE in lowa was $4,415.31,
placing [owa in the 85th percentile, This means Towa’s average annual in-state
TCE was greater than or equal to 85 percent of all reporting states. Figure 4
shows that states with highest annual in-state TCE in 2014 were New
Hampshire ($7,224.14), Vermont ($5,668.00), and Minnesota ($5,343.87). By
comparison, lowest TCE were in California ($1,237.98), New Mexico
($1,558.32), and Arizona ($1,980.20).
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Figure 4: Average Annual TCE During Fiscal Year 2014
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Source: [4]
Note: Alaska and Hawaii are not drawn to scale.

4.2 Regional

Minnesota has had the highest regional average TCE since 2009
(table 4), while Nebraska and Missouri have had the lowest. During this
time period, lowa typicaily had the third or fourth highest TCE,
swapping these positions with Wisconsin.

In 2013, the most recent year for which data are available, average
annual in-state TCE in Towa was about $4,416 annually (figure 5), an
increase of 3.4 percent (figure 6} from 2012. By comparison, Wisconsin
and Illinois had the highest average percentage change, 4.3 percent and
3.9 percent respectively. South Dakota (-5.1 percent) was the only state
within the region where average TCE decreased.

Table 4. Average TCE of Selected Midwestern States

Year 1A IL MN MO NE SD Wi
2009 3,415 2,519 4,614 2,456 2,220 3,931 3,536
2010 3,549 2,670 4,791 2,406 2248 4357 3,543
2011 3,769 2,947 4,965 2,440 2,391 4,700 3,695
2012 4269 3,135 5,320 2,933 3,021 5,046 3,962
2013 4415 3,257 5,344 3,038 3.067 4,788 4,134
Source: [3]
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Figure 5: Average Annual In-State TCE Among Selected Mid-
western States

Figure 6: Percentage Change of Average Annual In-State TCE
Among Selected Midwestern Siates
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4.3 Institutional

By law, tuition at Towa community colleges cannot exceed the
minimum tuition at the public universities [1]. In 2016, the highest
tuition per semester hour at ITowa community colleges ($162.00) will be
almost 42 percent lower than the lowest corresponding tuition at Iowa's
public universities ($277.00).

Average TCE at [owa's community colleges has increased 12.6
percent since 2011 (figure 7). This is equivalent to an annualized 3.0
percent increase. During the same time period, average TCE at lowa's
public universities increased 10.5 percent, equivalent to a 2.5 percent
annualized rate. By comparison, cumulative rate of inflation increased
7.4 percent, equivalent to a 1.8 percent annualized increase.

Figure 7: Cumulative Change (%) in TCE of lowa Community
Colleges and Public Universities Compared to Inflation
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Glossary

Contact Hour: Fifty (50) minutes of interaction between an instructor and
student in a scheduled course for which the student is registered.

Fiscal Year: A 12-month span of time, beginning July 1 and ending June 30 the
following year. For example, fiscal year 2002 began July 1, 2001, and end-
ed June 30, 2002,

Full-Time: The status of being enrolled in 12 or more semester hours, or
the equivalent (for example, 18 or more quarter hours).

In-State Stadent: A student classified for tuition purposes as a resident of
Towa.

Quarter Hour: A unit of measure used by institutions on the quarter sys-
tem that is equal to two-thirds of a semester hour. For example, three quar-
ter hours equal two semester hours.

Quarter System: An academic year divided into four academic terms (fall,
winter, spring, and summer) of approximately 10 weeks each.

Resident: A person who "is domiciled in this state [Towal], or has resided in
this state for at least one year or sufficient time to have filed an Iowa tax
retorn in the preceding twelve months" [1].

Semester System: An academic year divided into two half-year academic
terms (fall and spring) of approximately 16 weeks each, with an optional
summer term.,

Semester Hour: A unit of measure used by institutions on the semester sys-
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