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Planning for the School Year 

 

Part 1: Study the fraction unit(s) in your textbook and complete the table below. Use one row for each textbook lesson. Indicate the purpose of the 

lesson, the textbook page numbers, and whether you plan to keep the lesson as intended, omit the lesson, or change the lesson. Consider Iowa Core 

Mathematics standards for your grade level and guidelines from Extending Children’s Mathematics.  

 

Lessons you choose to omit may focus on tasks that are not worthwhile such as identifying fractions represented by partially shaded region models. 

Lessons you choose to change may have components you feel could be improved by incorporating guidelines from Extending Children’s Mathematics. 

For example, if your textbook only requires students to compare fractions in non-contextual situations, you may want to add some Equivalencing or 

Comparison word problems. If the textbook only focuses on comparing fractions by finding a common denominator, you will want to change task 

directions so students must use a variety of strategies and possibly add pairs of fractions that lend themselves to comparing numerators or using 

benchmark fractions. 

 

Note: You may want to download this table or recreate it electronically, so you can add rows and adjust cell size. 

Outline of Textbook Unit on Fractions 

Day Purpose of Lesson Pages 

Keep, 
Omit,  

or 
Change 

Brief Explanation 

1 
    

 

2 
    

 

3 
    

 

4 
    

 

5 
    

 

6 
    

 

7 
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Part 2: Study the outline of your fraction unit and determine what is missing. What experiences do your students need to develop a robust 

understanding of fractions? How will you address the missing pieces? Do you need to add content to your fraction unit? Do you need to pose problems 

before starting the fraction unit to prepare students for the unit?  

 

Plan how to incorporate missing content into your instruction. Complete the following two tables to help you organize your plan. You may want to 

refer to the guidelines for your grade level on the following pages of Extending Children’s Mathematics.  

 Equal Sharing Problems and Introducing Fractions, Sample Problems - pages 29-31, Guidelines - pages 32-35  

 Multiple Groups Problems, Sample Problems - pages 65-68, Guidelines - pages 69-71  

 Fraction Equivalence and Order, Sample Problems - pages 139-143, Guidelines - pages 144-147  

 Fraction Computation Problems, Sample Problems - pages 209-216, Guidelines - pages 217-222  

 

Note: You may want to download the tables or recreate them electronically, so you can add rows and adjust cell size. 

What problems will you pose before the fraction unit to prepare students for the unit content? What number combinations will you use? 

Date Purpose 
 

Added problems/tasks 
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What additional problems will you pose during the fraction unit? What number combinations will you use?  

Day Purpose 
 

Text 
Pages 

Added problems/tasks 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

 


