Consolidated Accountability and Support Application (CASA)
Assurances 2016-2017

Purpose

Districts and nonpublic schools, working toward continuous improvement of instruction and student learning, assure
ongoing compliance with the described federal and state code.

September 2016 Required Assurances

Assurances shall be made by the district superintendent or appropriate nonpublic administrator only. Legal citation
accompanies each required assurance.

Accreditation (Public and Nonpublic)

O

The LEA assures it has a board adopted anti-harassment and anti-bullying policy and is integrated into the
comprehensive school improvement plan under lowa Code subsection 280.28(7) and shall report data collected
under lowa Code subsection 280.28(6) as specified by the department to the local community.

Equity (Public and Nonpublic)

O

The LEA is in compliance with federal and state legislation which requires nondiscrimination on the basis of race,
national origin, color, gender, religion, creed and disability including Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1992 and Chapters 216.9 and 19B.11 of the lowa Code. The LEA utilizes multicultural, gender-fair
approaches to its entire educational program as required in Chapter 256.11 of the lowa Code.

Title 11l (Public and Nonpublic)

O

The LEA uses state-approved exit criteria to determine when students should be exited from the LIEP program
[lowa Code 281-60.3(3)b4]

The LEA ensures that all paraprofessionals serving EL students are supervised by a highly qualified teacher. [lowa
Code 281-60.3(2)]

The LEA has a designated administrator overseeing the LEA’s LIEP.

The LEA has a policy of admitting students regardless of their immigrant status or English-speaking status. [Plyer vs.
Doe (1982); Title VI of the Civil Rights Act (1964)]

The LEA includes a Home Language Survey (TransAct form IA) in registration materials for all students and
maintains these forms in student cumulative folders. [lowa Code 281-60.3]

The LEA maintains and annually revises the LEA Lau (EL) Plan. [NCLB Sec. 3116] (Lau v. Nichols, 1974)

The LEA provides a Language Instruction Educational Program (LIEP) with direct instruction provided by a highly
qualified (ESL-endorsed) teacher. Consultative services do not meet the requirement for direct instruction. [lowa
Code 281-60.3(2)]

The LEA reports required EL data elements on lowa’s Student Reporting System.

The LEA uses the state-approved language proficiency test (ELPA21) to screen and identify ELs (including parental
notification) within the first 30 days of a student being enrolled in the LEA at the beginning of the school year, and
within 14 days thereafter. [NCLB Sec. 3302(a); lowa Code 281-60.3(1)b]
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Title Il (Public Only)

O

The LEA assesses the English proficiency of all EL students with the state-approved English language proficiency
assessment (ELPA21) annually. [NCLB Sec. 3113(b)(3)(D)]

The LEA assures that LIEPs carried out under Title lll will ensure that ELs being served by the programs develop
English proficiency. [NCLB, Pub. L. No. 107-110].

The LEA disseminates ELPA21 scores to parents and LEA staff. [NCLB Sec. 3121]

The LEA ensures educators administering the state approved language proficiency monitoring assessment recertify
annually.

The LEA ensures educators administering the state-approved language proficiency test for identification &
placement recertify annually.

The LEA ensures that all EL students participate in LEA-wide assessments. [NCLB Sec. 3121]

The LEA ensures that the programs will enable children to speak, read, write, and comprehend the English
language and meet challenging LEA academic content and student academic achievement standards [NCLB, Pub. L.
No. 107-110].

The LEA has consulted with teachers, researchers, school administrators, and parents, and if appropriate, with
education-related community groups and nonprofit organizations and institutions of higher education, developing
Title Ill programs and activities [NCLB, Pub. L. No. 107-110].

The LEA has developed programs and activities for ELs and immigrant children and youth [NCLB, Pub. L. No. 107-
110].

The LEA is not in violation of any State law, including State constitutional law, regarding the education of limited
English proficient children, consistent with sections 3126 and 3127 (NCLB, Pub. L. No. 107-110).

The LEA provides information and communication to the parent(s) in the language the parent(s) understand to the
extent practicable. [NCLB Sec. 3302(c)]

The LEA will promote parental and community participation in programs for ELs [NCLB Pub. L. No. 107-110].

The LEA conducts an annual program evaluation and makes adjustments to programming as indicated by EL
student achievement data. [NCLB Sec. 3121]

The LEA ensures that personnel funded by Title Il are being used exclusively for EL students for the full amount of
the apportionment of the funding.

The LEA ensures that teachers of ELs are fluent in oral and written English [NCLB Sec. 3116(c)]

The LEA ensures that Title 11l funding is not used for opportunities that are afforded all students, such as parent-
teacher conference translation. This means that interpretation and translation for ELs must be paid, not using Title
Il funds, rather, using LEA funds.

The LEA ensures the implementation of the English Language Proficiency (ELP) standards. [NCLB, Title IX, Part A,
Section 9101].

The LEA monitors exited EL students for two years after exiting the program (Changing to 3 years required
monitoring in 2016-7 based on ESSA). [NCLB Sec. 3121(4)]

The LEA notifies parents of program eligibility and placement within the mandated time frames. [NCLB Sec. 3302]
The LEA offers high quality professional development to classroom teachers (including teachers in classrooms that
are not the settings of LIEP), principals, administrators, and other school or community-based organizational
personnel [NCLB, Pub. L. No. 107-110].

Professional Development (Public Only)

O

O

The LEA professional plan provides access to all teachers in the LEA to professional development programs or
offerings. 284.6(3)
The LEA professional plan aligns with the lowa teaching standards. 284.6(3)

Title I (Public Only)

O

O

The LEA will assist each school served by the agency and assisted under these parts in developing or identifying
examples of high quality, effective curricula. No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No. 107-110

Funds received under this part will be used only for programs and projects, including the acquisition of equipment,
in accordance with section 1306. No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No. 107-110
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O The LEA will ensure that the results from the academic assessments will be provided to parents and teachers as
soon as is practicably possible after the test is taken, in an understandable and uniform format and, to the extent
practicable, provided in a language that the parents can understand. No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No.
107-110

O The LEA will provide a drug-free workplace environment. No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No. 107-110

O No smoking is permitted within any indoor facility owned, leased, or contracted for and utilized by the LEA for
provisions of routine or regular kindergarten, elementary, or secondary education or library services to children.
No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No. 107-110, Section 4303 (a).

O The LEA informs eligible schools and parents of school-wide program authority and the ability of such schools to
consolidate funds from Federal, State, and local sources. No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No. 107-110

O As a condition of receiving funds under this Act, local education agency assures that no policy of the local
education agency prevents, or otherwise denies participation in, constitutionally protected prayer in public
elementary schools and secondary schools, as detailed in the guidance required under subsection (a). NCLB Section
9524

O All programs included in consolidation efforts will be administered in accordance with all applicable statutes,
regulations, program plans and applications. No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No. 107-110

O The LEA will be in compliance with the federal regulation regarding lobbying and debarment. No Child Left Behind
Act of 2001, Pub. L. No. 107-110

O The LEA will provide services to eligible children attending private elementary schools and secondary schools and
provide timely and meaningful consultation with private school officials regarding Title I, Title Il, and Title IV Part A
services. No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No. 107-110

O The LEA will take into account the experience of model programs for the educationally disadvantaged, and the
findings of relevant scientifically based research indicating that services may be most effective if focused on
students in the earliest grades at schools that receive funds under this part. No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub.
L. No. 107-110

O The LEA, if choosing to use funds under this part to provide early childhood development services to low-income
children below the age of compulsory school attendance, ensure that such services comply with the performance
standards established under section 641A(a) of the Head Start Act. Head Start Act, 42 USC 9831

O The LEA will ensure that low income students and minority students are not taught at higher rates than other
students by unqualified, out-of-field, or inexperienced teachers. No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No. 107-
110

O To the extent feasible, such programs and projects will provide for professional development programs, including
mentoring, for teachers and other program personnel. No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No. 107-110

O The LEA assures that teachers employed in nonpublic schools within the public school boundaries shall be provided
equitable opportunity for participation in the benefits of the project. No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No.
107-110

O The LEA provides staff development to achieve greater access to and participation in the core subjects, especially
in mathematics and science, by students from historically underrepresented groups. No Child Left Behind Act of
2001, Pub. L. No. 107-110

O The LEA will allocate Title | funds to eligible attendance areas on the basis of the total number of children from
low-income families in each area or schools in accordance with Section 1113.

O The LEA will work in consultation with schools as the schools develop and implement their plans or activities
related to Title | parent involvement and professional development. No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No.
107-110

Title | Part C (Public Only)

O Funds received under this part will be used only to coordinate such programs and projects with similar programs
and projects within the State and in other States, as well as with other Federal programs that can benefit migratory
children and their families. No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No. 107-110

O Inthe planning and carrying out such programs and projects, there has been and will be, adequate provision for
addressing the unmet education needs of preschool migratory children. No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L.
No. 107-110
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O Migrant Education programs and projects will be determined, where feasible, using the same approaches and
standards that will be used to assess the performance of students, school, and local educational agencies under
Title. No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No. 107-110

O To the extent feasible, such programs and projects will provide for advocacy and outreach activities for migratory
children and their families, including informing such children and families of, or helping such children and families
gain access to, other education, health, nutrition, and social services. No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No.
107-110

O Inthe planning and operation of programs and projects at both the State and local agency operating level, there is
consultation with parent advisory councils for programs of 1 school year in duration, and that such programs are
carried out in a manner that provides for the same parental involvement as is required for programs and projects
under section 1118, unless extraordinary circumstances make such provisions impractical; and in a format and
language understandable to the parents. No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No. 107-110

O The LEA has an advisory council with the majority of members being parents and representatives of the children
and youth served in the program. No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No. 107-110

O Such programs and projects will be carried out in a manner consistent with the objectives of section 1114,
subsections (b) and (d) of section 1115, subsections (b) and (c) of section 112,0A, and part I. No Child Left Behind
Act of 2001, Pub. L. No. 107-110

Title IX (Public Only)

O The LEA will inform eligible schools of the local educational agency's authority to obtain waivers on the school's
behalf under Title IX and inform waivers under the Education Flexibility Partnership Act of 1999. No Child Left
Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No. 107-110

Contacts

Please contact the appropriate lowa Department of Education School Improvement consultant with questions.

- Keystone AEA — Fred Kinne, Fred.Kinne@iowa.gov, (515) 326-5350

- AEA 267 — Eric Heitz, Eric.Heitz@iowa.gov, (515) 281-4726

- Prairie Lakes AEA — Pam Spangler, Pam.Spangler@iowa.gov, (515) 281-3427

- Mississippi Bend AEA — Holly Barnes, Holly.Barnes@iowa.gov, (515) 242-6173

- Grant Wood AEA — Buffy Campbell, buffy.campbell@iowa.gov, (515) 954-8651
- Heartland AEA — Cindy Butler, Cindy.Butler@iowa.gov, (515) 281-5332

- Northwest AEA — Beth Calhoun, Elizabeth.Calhoun@iowa.gov, (515) 281-8170
- Green Hills AEA — Janet Boyd, Janet.Boyd@iowa.gov, (515) 281-3198

- Great Prairie AEA — Barb Byrd, Barb.Byrd@iowa.gov, (515) 250-4724
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