
Iowa Core Literacy Standards Review Team Meeting 
Fairmeadows Room 

West Des Moines Learning Center 
3550 Mills Civic Parkway 

West Des Moines, IA 50265 
 

April 27, 2016 
 

9:30-10:30 Guest Presenter David Chivers, President and Publisher, Des Moines Register 
 Topic: Digital Communications 
 

Purpose: To arm team members with the information needed to ensure that the Iowa 
Literacy Standards prepare students with the digital communications skills needed in 
college and careers. 
 
Discussion: What changes, if any, are needed to bring the language of the Iowa Literacy 
Standards up-to-date relative to digital communications? 
 

11:30 Lunch 
 
12:10 Issues with the English Language Arts Standards from the Literature 
 
 Purpose: To inform team members with the issues related to the Common Core in ELA 

identified through a review of literature 
  

Jigsaw Reading and Gallery Walk: 
 Pondiscio, R., & Mahnken, K. (2014, September 24). Leveled reading: the making 

of a literacy myth [Web log post] http://edexcellence.net/articles/leveled-
reading-the-making-of-a-literacy-myth 

 Chicago Teachers Union. (2014, July). Arguments against the Common Core. 
Retrieved from http://www.ctunet.com/quest-center/research/text/CTU-
Common-Core-Position-Paper.pdf 

 VanTassel-Baska, J. (2015, January). Arguments for and against the Common 
Core State Standards. Gifted Child Today, 38, 60-62. Retrieved from 
http://gct.sagepub.com/content/38/1/60.full.pdf+html 

 Price, B. D., (2013, September 13). Close reading is close to a con. American 
Thinker. Retrieved from 
http://www.americanthinker.com/articles/2013/09/close_reading_is_close_to_
a_con.html 

 Williams, J. P. (2014, February 27). Who is fighting against Common Core? U.S. 
News. Retrieved from http://www.usnews.com/news/special-reports/a-guide-
to-common-core/articles/2014/02/27/who-is-fighting-against-common-core 

 Moats, L. (2015, Spring). Many children left behind? The Common Core and 
students with reading difficulties. Perspective on Language. Retrieved from 
http://www.onlinedigeditions.com/article/Many+Children+Left+Behind%3F+Th
e+Common+Core+and+Students+with+Reading+Difficultie/2013453/0/article.ht
ml 
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 Simmons, A. (2016, April 5). Literature’s Emotional Lessons. The Atlantic. 
Retrieved from 
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/04/educating-teenagers-
emotions-through-literature/476790/ 

 
 
1:45 Iowa-Specific Standards  
 Purpose: To review and revise the Iowa-specific standards 
 Individual reflection and small group work 
 
3:10 New glossary terms 
 Purpose: To continue to expand our common vocabulary related to the Iowa Literacy 

Standards 
 Group consensus 
 
3:30 Dismiss  
  
 

http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/04/educating-teenagers-emotions-through-literature/476790/
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/04/educating-teenagers-emotions-through-literature/476790/

