Child Development Coordinating Council Minutes
April 20, 2016
Meeting Attendance

Voting Members Present: Mary Groen, Erin Clancy, Kimberly Villotti, Peg Macek, and PJ West
Voting Members Absent: Stephanie Peters, Carla Peterson and Beth Van Meeteren
Non-Voting Members Present: Lora Patton
Non-Voting Members Absent: Mary Shihadeh, Tom Rendon and Carrie Sanderfer 
Staff to Council: Amy Stegeman and Amanda Winslow
Secretary: Gloria Hamilton
Guests: Jennifer Adkins and Dee Gethmann

The meeting was called to order by Erin Clancy, CDCC Chair.

INFORMATION and Action Item:
Approval of February 17, 2016

Minutes were shared via email prior to the meeting and provided as a handout for the meeting.  Erin Clancy asked for any comments or edits to the February 17, 2016 minutes. No comments or edits were made. The Council agreed with consensus to move the approval of the minutes forward for a vote.  A vote could not be made at this time since we did not have a quorum. 

Public Comment: None

Updates from Staff Regarding Programs:
Shared Visions Preschool Programs 

· The Learning Supports Conference is scheduled for April 26 – 27. We have April 27 planned for Shared Visions Preschool program grantees. We opened the registration to additional state-funded early childhood programs after four weeks of the Shared Visions special registration window. We had 100 spots and met capacity. Kate Werling from Teaching Strategies ® will address data, how to interpret your data, and how to plan for individualized student needs. Department consultants have submitted a budget proposal requesting additional funding to support future professional development or evaluation opportunities.  Notification of approval status has not been received at this time.
· The year-end report will be built within Iowa Grants for this year and will no longer be in the Iowa DE portal. Grantees use Iowa Grants to apply for Shared Visions grant opportunities and this is a familiar data system. 

Shared Visions Parent Support Programs 
· REDCap is transitioning over to DAISEY and webinars and trainings have begun. ECI Area Directors were shown a DAISEY demo on April 6. Department of Education Shared Visions Consultants will attend an in-person DAISEY training on June 24th. REDCap will be offline July 11 and DAISEY will be online July 18. REDCap will continue to be the data system until the end of the fiscal year.

Update on Early Childhood Iowa
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The new strategic plan is now available on the Early Childhood Iowa website:  http://www.earlychildhoodiowa.org/files/iowa_board/ECI_StrategicPlan1-8-16.pdf This link was sent to Council members via email following the meeting.
· SF 2299 was debated within the Iowa Senate on Wednesday, April 13.  Amendments were proposed. Highlights of the proposed amendments, as of April 20th: 
· Keep the appointee process to the state board in language as it has been.
· Keep the 60% home visitation requirement in for family support programs.
· Additional language to outline what boards have to do when requesting a waiver of the 60% requirement.
· SF2299, as amended, passed the Iowa Senate 49-0. More details will be shared at the next Council meeting. 

INFORMATION/DISCUSSION Item:
CDCC Member Updates

Erin: The Department of Human Services continues to prepare implementation plans to support the state plan for to adhere to CCDF. Department staff have been meeting with providers state-wide regarding the proposed changes. Preservice and orientation modules are being developed and these opportunities will be linked to Iowa’s Child Care Provider Training Registry. The recalibration of the Iowa Quality Rating System (QRS) is underway with a tentative release year of 2017. There have been several surveys distributed electronically to gather stakeholder feedback about the suggested QRS changes. 

Mary:  All AEAs received early childhood grants back in October. They were based on area data, for example, NW AEA contracted with Kate Werling from Teaching Strategies to present about the assessment and evaluation process and improving quality. Additionally, the Early Childhood Leadership Network is working through the stages of Implementation Science.

PJ:  The Department of Public Health has worked through staff changes and contracts as a result of MIECHV funding adjustments. The Prevent Child Abuse Iowa Conference will be April 25-27; this is overlaps with the Learning Supports Conference.

Lora:  Child Care Resource and Referral is focusing on the new preservice trainings and emergency preparedness for child care programs and family child care providers. Iowa State Extension is partnering with DHS to develop online training modules. There have been informational sessions presented state-wide by the Department of Human Services. 

Kimberly: Iowa was selected as one of six states to participate in an Inclusion Cohort to address inclusionary policies and practices in our state. The team will work with Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center (ECTA) and DaSy Centers for up to 16 months to plan for and initiate state activities in early childhood settings for children birth to five years old.

The Department has been offering IGDIs trainings in various AEA locations this spring. IGDIs is an optional literacy screening assessment for preschool. Data is collected within the DE Portal system, which has inhibited access for some Shared Visions preschools not in district sites or partnering with districts for SWVPP. Further conversations on this topic are occurring internally with DE technology staff. 

There is still one Senate file that is still considered active, SF 2296 (formerly 2237). This file addresses two topics, preschool expansion with additional available funds and the amount of per child state SWVPP funding permitted for use with administrative costs.

No Child Left Behind (NCLB) was part of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and has now been reauthorized. This reauthorization is known as the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). States have begun planning to meet ESSA guidance as rules have not been officially determined at a federal level. The Department has established many workgroups to respond to the reauthorization. It is the goal of the early childhood team to infuse as many birth through five opportunities into the state plan. We are in the early stages of the planning.

Amanda: Updates provided throughout the meeting.

Amy:  Current Shared Visions grantees are in year one of the five year renewal process. A new competitive grant process will be made available state-wide at the end of these five years. In 2015 there was additional language added to Sec. 10. Section 256A.3, subsection 5. 
· NEW PARAGRAPH. c. Programs awarded grants under this subsection shall meet the National Association for the Education of Young Children program standards and accreditation criteria, the Iowa Quality Preschool Program Standards and criteria, or other approved program standards as determined by the department of education. Programs awarded grants prior to July 1, 2015, shall continue to be evaluated and assessed based on eligibility and award criteria established under rules adopted by the state board of education pursuant to section 279.51 prior to June 30, 2015.  
· The Department issued a Guidance Document on August 10, 2015 which is available from the Shared Visions Preschool page within the Department website. 
· The new language includes the Iowa Quality Preschool Program Standards as an option for Shared Visions Preschool programs after the end of the current five year renewal cycle.
Peg: University of Iowa Psychiatry & Pediatrics has a grant to support in-home therapy for families and their young child that has been diagnosed with autism. A portion of these in-home supports will be provided via Skype as an approach to reach more families in their homes. All materials will be provided for the family such as the laptop for Skype and any technical assistance supports needed. More information will be made available as this opportunity begins.

INFORMATION/DISCUSSION Item: 

An update regarding the Iowa Quality Preschool Program Standards was provided by Dee Gethmann, Iowa Department of Education, Preschool Early Childhood & Special Education Services and Jennifer Adkins, Iowa Department of Education, Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program for 4 year olds.
· A historical background was provided to detail the establishment of the Iowa Quality Preschool Program Standards and the history of state-funded preschool programs. These state-funded preschool programs are specifically State-wide Voluntary Preschool programs and Shared Visions Preschool programs.
· An overview of the current IQPPS review was provided. Feedback of these revisions will be sought from stakeholders via an electronic survey. 
· The IQPPS recommended changes will be presented to the leadership team at the Department. With the leadership team’s approval, the recommendations will then be presented to the Iowa State Board of Education for a request of final approval. The estimated timeline for this is August 2016. 
· There had not been a review process since adoption and approval by the state board of education in 2007.  The intent of this review was to consider current NAEYC standards, current research, and best practice with the intention to continue a set of quality criteria for early childhood classrooms. We wanted research based to continue to be integrated into the standards and criteria. It is also the intent that teaching practices will align with Iowa Early Learning Standards and that preschool programing will be enhanced by the implementation of the IQPPS program standards. 
· The Council will receive this survey link to provide individual feedback of the suggested changes. 

INFORMATION and ACTION Item:
· A Shared Visions Preschool program grantee submitted a letter to the Council requesting a waiver to re-earn NAEYC accreditation. The Council reviewed the letter, all supporting documentation received from the program to the Council, and discussed all details. The Council referenced a decision-making chart that was approved by the Council on September 18, 2013. The details of the decision-making chart were not officially presented to grantees but it was suggested to include this communication to grantees in an email or via an Iowa Grants funding opportunity. This chart details timelines for communicating waivers with the Council. This program requesting a waiver met the timelines as the Council would have advised.
· A motion was made: We (the Council) move to grant the waiver for the Flint Hills Burlington #3 grantee pending response from NAEYC regarding next steps. 
· The motion was by Mary Groen seconded by Kimberly Villotti with any feedback/comments by April 29, 2016. Quorum was not met so the motion was presented via an electronic vote. The electronic vote would be collected by May 5, 2016.

INFORMATION/DISCUSSION Item: 
· Review the bylaw draft and suggestions from February 17, 2016
· The Council reviewed the draft with previous Council feedback included.
· The Council needs to determine the next steps. 
· The Council wants to create strategic awareness for the need to support children birth through age five and their families. The Council will specifically focus on children and families that are at-risk. The Council discussed current reality and opportunities. 
· The Council needs to continue to identify the Duties of Council, specifically as referenced in IAC 256A. 3 “Duties of the Council.” A draft was summarized and was provided to the Council as a handout.
· The Council will add updating the template and messaging in their annual report to the Governor. This will be a future agenda item.
Future Meeting Agenda Items:
· Waiver updates
· Duties of the Council continued conversation
· Annual report to the Governor
· Council members are encouraged to email agenda items as needed.
The proposed upcoming Council meeting dates are:
· July 20, 2016 – Optional Distance Meeting & Grimes Building- 3 N Central; 10:00am – 12:00pm
· September 14, 2016 – Grimes Building – B50; 10:00am -  3pm
· November 9, 2016 – Grimes Building – B50; 10:00am – 3pm
· February 15, 2017 – Grimes Building – B50; 10:00am – 3pm
· April 12, 2017 – Grimes Building – B50; 10:00am – 3pm
· July 19, 2017 – Optional Distance Meeting & Grimes Building- 3 N Central; 10:00am-12:00pm

Adjourn
· The Council members present agreed to adjourn the meeting. 

