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Application for the Iowa Learning Council

The Learning Council is an established statewide student advisory group formed by the Iowa Department of Education in the spring of 2012 to discuss how state policy decisions impact students in Iowa. Student representatives serve as liaisons between the Department and Iowa students. 
Currently, the Iowa Learning Council consists of 17 members, however the group seeks to diversify membership and replace individuals that can no longer commit to the group.  The Council will select four 8th and 9th graders as well as upperclassmen that fit with the mission of the Council.
Students in grades 8-12 from public and nonpublic schools are eligible to apply. 

Applications should be returned to Byron Darnall, Bureau Chief for Educator, at byron.darnall@iowa.gov, or by mail: Byron Darnall, Iowa Department of Education, Grimes State Office Building, 400 E. 14th St., Des Moines, IA 50319-0146

The application deadline is February 28, 2014. 
Name: _____________________________________________________________

Birth date: __________________________________________________________

Home Address: ______________________________________________________

City: ____________________________
Zip Code: _______________________

Home: __________________________
Cell: ___________________________
Email: ______________________________________________________________

Male _____
Female _____

Grade for 2013-14 school year: __________________________________________

Name of School: ______________________________________________________

Principal Signature: ____________________________________________________

Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________________

Please respond to the following questions. Answers may be typed in a Word document, pasted into this document, or neatly handwritten in blue or black ink. Responses should be no longer than a page.
Why are you interested in serving on the Learning Council? 

What talents and perspectives will you bring to this council?

Reflect on your education up to this point. Has the district(s) served your learning needs? Do you feel the district(s) is preparing you to be college and career-ready?

What are the three big issues facing Iowa’s schools and students today? In your opinion, which of the three issues needs to be addressed immediately, and why?

Based on your experience, what are schools doing too much of? What are schools doing too little of? 

If you had the power to change the way classrooms function, how would you transform the way learning happens for students in your school? 
Please print your name in the space below and provide a signature at the bottom of the service commitment.

I, ________________________________________________, understand the time commitment

involved in being a part of The Learning Council. I will commit to:

· attend all meetings

· arrive for each meeting on time

· serve as a resource for my peers and community

· fulfill my obligations for the projects we commit to complete

· treat my peers and myself with respect and honor everyone’s time and contributions

· value myself as an equal partner in program development

In return, the Iowa Department of Education commits to:

· organize and lead the meetings in ways that are creative, fun and relevant 
· provide safe and challenging opportunities for growth

· treat you with respect and honor your time and contributions

· value you as an equal partner in program development

Consent Form

I understand that if I am selected as a member of the 2014 Iowa Learning Council,

I will make every effort to attend all meetings held this school year. I further agree that my name, school, and grade-level information may be released to the press.

Student’s Signature ______________________________________ Date_______________

Parent/Guardian Signature ________________________________ Date_______________

