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MISSION STATEMENT
The Iowa Special Education Advisory Panel serves as a resource to advise the Iowa Department of Education on behalf of all children with special needs and their families.  This Panel engages in dialogue regarding philosophies and polices, including best practices and special education compliance that result in successful outcomes for persons with disabilities. (2007)



PURPOSE:
“The purpose of the Iowa Special Education Advisory Panel is to provide policy guidance with respect to special education and related services for children with disabilities.”


DUTIES:
a) Advise state education agency on unmet needs;

b) Comment publicly on any rules and regulations proposed by the state;

c) Advise State Education Agency (SEA) in developing evaluations and reporting data to the U.S. Department of Education Secretary under section 618 of the Act;

d) Advise SEA in developing corrective action plans to address findings identified in federal monitoring reports under Part B of this Act;

e) Advise SEA in developing and implementing policies relating to the coordination of services.


34 C.F.R. §300.169 (2006)





















2013-2014 MEMBERSHIP
Membership of the Panel consists of representatives from both public and private sectors who, by virtue of their position, interest, and training, can contribute to the education of children with disabilities.  A majority (51%) of the members of the Panel must be individuals with disabilities or parents of children with disabilities. The Director of the Iowa Department of Education (DE) appoints members to the Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP).



Executive Committee:
Kurtis Broeg – Chair 
Susie Lund – Vice-Chair 
Barbara Guy – Director of Special Education
Nancy Ankeny Hunt – Panel Facilitator 

Bureau Staff:

Mary Bartlow – Panel Secretary (DE)
Julie Carmer – Panel Secretary (DE)

Panel Members

NOTE: Of the 31 members, 19 members are individuals with disabilities or parents of children with disabilities (= 63%). Parents are designated with a (*) in the table below.


	
	Panel Member
	Home or Organization City
	Representation
	Term Ending

	1
	Julie Aufdenkamp
	Des Moines
	Department for the Blind
	2014
Appointed

	2
	Valerie Baker*
	Eagle Grove
	Parent of child with a disability, individual with a disability; Special Education Consultant, Prairie Lakes AEA
	2017
1st Term


	3
	Craig Barnum*
	Cedar Rapids
	Parent of child with a disability, individual with a disability, general education teacher
	2016
1st Term

	4
	Carma Betz*
	Spencer
	Parent of a child with a disability, state agency representative; leader of local support group
	2017
1st Term

	5
	Kurtis Broeg
(Vice Chair)
	Parnell
	Special Education Teacher
	2017
2nd Term


	6
	Jan Collinson*
	Muscatine
	Parent of a child with a disability, administrator of programs, local education official
	2016
1st Term

	7
	Billy Jo Cowley
	Fayette
	Higher education, Upper Iowa University
	2017
1st Term

	8
	Donita Dettmer*

	Waverly
	Parent of child with a disability
Administrator of programs for children with disabilities
	2015
1st Term

	9
	Margaret Joan Ebersold*
	Council Bluffs
	Parent of a child with a disability, special education teacher
	2016
1st Term

	10
	Susan Etscheidt
	Cedar Falls
	Regents, Representative of higher education (special education), University  of Northern Iowa
	2016
1st Term


	11
	Ruth Frush
	Waterloo
	Iowa Juvenile Corrections,
Iowa Judicial Department
	2017
1st Term

	12
	Cari Higgins
	Ankeny
	Private school representative, Sacred Heart Catholic School
	2017
1st Term

	13
	Dawn Jacobsen*
	Fayette
	Higher education preparing special education personnel (Upper Iowa)
	2015
2ndTerm


	14
	Kenda Jochimsen
	Des Moines
	Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services
	2014
Appointed

	15
	Ron Koch*
	Sioux City
	Parent of child with a disability 
Administrator of programs for children with disabilities
	2016
2nd  Term

	16
	Amy Liddell*
	Elliott
	Parent of child with a disability
Green Hills AEA PEC
	2017
2nd Term

	17
	Susie Lund
(Vice Chair)
	Waterloo
	Higher education preparing special education personnel
(UNI)
	2015
1st Term

	18
	Larry Martin
	Waterloo
	Urban Education Network
	2015
1st Term

	19
	Joseph McAbee*
	Des Moines
	Parent of an individual with a disability or individual with a disability
	2016
1st Term

	20
	Melanie Patton*
	Mt. Pleasant
	Parent of child with a disability
	2015
1st Term

	21
	Beth Rydberg*
	Des Moines
	Parent of child with a disability 
Disability Rights Iowa
	2011
appointed


	22
	Sandra Smith
	Des Moines
	Adult Correctional Facility
	2011
Appointed

	23
	Emily Sopko*
	Forest City
	Parent of child with a disability
	2016
1st Term

	24
	Mary Stevens
	Cedar Falls
	AEA Director of Special Education (AEA 267)
	2015
1st Term

	25
	Karen Thompson*
(Past Chair)
	Johnston
	Parent of child with a disability
Parent Training Center Director
	2016
2nd Term

	26
	Kathleen Van Tol*
	Sioux Center
	Parent of a child with a disability, representative of higher education
	2016
1st Term

	27
	Kelly Von Lehmden*

	Cedar Rapids
	Parent of child with a disability 

	2015
2ndTerm


	28
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Kelly Wallace*
	Mt. Pleasant
	Parent of child with a disability 
Great Prairie PEC
	2015
1st Term

	29
	Joel Weeks*
	Eldora
	Parent of a child with a disability; DHS Training School, Eldora
	2017
1st Term

	30
	Doug Wolfe
	Des Moines
	State Child Welfare Agency responsible for Foster Care
	2014
1st Term

	31
	Jason Yessak*
	Vinton
	Parent of a child with a disability; general education teacher, Dunkerton CSD
	2017
1st Term




















MEETING DATES
All meetings were held at the Grimes State Office Building. 




September 4, 2014 (Orientation)
September 5, 2014
October 10, 2014
January 9, 2015 
February 13, 2015
March 27, 2015
May 8, 2015



MAJOR TOPICS
The evaluation of student results and progress on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators were the primary areas of focus of SEAP in the 2013- 2014 year (please refer to Appendix A). This emphasis is consistent with the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Special Education Programs’ (OSEP) move to a Results Driven Accountability (RDA) system. For each result area, existing indicators/measures, current data, what we know and are doing now, what we should do, and future data needs were presented and discussed by the panel.  Specially designed instruction (SDI) as the way to impact both student results and SPP indicator progress was emphasized. 




SEAP’s Priorities

To ensure that all students with disabilities eligible for special education:
· Enter kindergarten ready to learn to read
· Are proficient readers by the end of 3rd grade
· Progress at a rate that ensures success across core content areas
· Are self-determined
· Are engaged in school and community
· Graduate from high school
· Are college and career ready

Highlights
· Beth Steenwyk, consultant and Director of State Projects, Michigan Integrated Improvement Initiatives, Michigan Department of Education, worked with the area education agency (AEA) special education directors and the SEAP panel to better define and describe specially designed instruction (SDI). Panel members first reviewed the operational features of specially designed instruction, then worked in small groups to provide suggestions to the existing content, and finally provided suggestions. 
· Denise Brown, parent of a youth with disabilities, presented her story to the panel. Denise learned strategies to tell her story through the Iowa Department of Education’s Parents as Presenters program.
· SEAP worked with attorney Thomas Mayes to develop Public Comment Operating Procedures.
· SEAP members heard presentations from Iowa Department of Education staff on each of the student outcome areas included in Appendix A.
· Brad Buck, Director, introduced himself to SEAP members. 


WORKGROUPS
SEAP assessed previous workgroups in the areas of Relevant Transitioning, Communication, and Professional Development. It was decided that some of the work was duplicating the work of other teams and it would be more useful for SEAP members to participate in on-going workgroups with other teams. Therefore, following are the existing work teams and corresponding SEAP member participants:




	Work Team
	SEAP Member

	Specially Designed Instruction (SDI)
	Kurtis Broeg, Amy Liddell, Donita Dettmer, Ron Koch, Dawn Jacobson

	Practitioner Group (IEP/IFSP)
	Kelly Von Lehmden

	Child Find
	Karen Thompson





PRESENTATIONS TO THE PANEL
During the year, DE staff and others involved with specific programs or projects were invited to present to the SEAP. Members were frequently asked to provide feedback or make recommendations on discussion topics.  The following is a brief synopsis of the presentations and topics discussed during this past year. 


State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP)
Barbara Guy, Iowa Director of Special Education, introduced the format for hearing data and activities for each of the division outcomes and SSIP Indicators.

Special Education “From Then to Now”
Barbara Guy presented an outline of systems change which includes Effort of the System (If we do these things), System Actions (We’ll affect these changes in the system), Results (Which will influence these student results), and Evaluation Measures. Members were presented with the work outline completed by the state special education team in the areas of: Facilitate System Structures and Processes, Building Collaborative Partnerships, Build Capacity of Service Providers and Special Educators to Increase Positive Outcomes for Eligible Infants, Toddlers and Students with Disabilities. 
		
Introduction to the new DE Web Site	
           Lisa Albers introduced SEAP to the new Iowa Department of Education website. 

Legislative Update
 Mike Cormack and Phil Wise provided updates on legislative actions at the January 17 and 
April 4 meetings.

Legal Update
A legal update, along with a discussion of Uninterrupted Scholars, was provided by Iowa Department of Education attorney Thomas Mayes. It is important to note that Uninterrupted Scholars applies to all students, not just those individuals with IEPs. 





RELATED ACTIVITIES
This section outlines ongoing professional development opportunities for panel members related to special education issues and the work members are asked to do as part of their duties. 



Conference/Workshop Attendance
Panel members were invited to attend conferences and workshops that offered opportunities for them to learn about specific topics related to special education. Expenses for travel, lodging and registrations were reimbursed. These conferences included:

· Tri-State Regional Special Education Law Conference – Omaha
· Learning Supports Statewide Conference – Des Moines

Letter of Support
SEAP members drafted a letter of support for Option 2 of the proposed Special Education Endorsement change from the Board of Educational Examiners. This letter was approved by the majority of SEAP membership.



Acronyms/Terms

AEA – Area Education Agency
ALJ - Administrative Law Judge 
APR – Annual Performance Report (as related to a state’s “State Performance Plan”)
ARRA – American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
AYP – Adequate Yearly Progress 
DE – Iowa Department of Education
District – school district (also referred to as Local Educational Agency or LEA)
FFY – Federal Fiscal Year
HQT – Highly Qualified Teacher
IDEA, IDEA’04 or IDEA 2004 – Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 2004
IEP – Individualized Educational Program
IHE – Institutions of Higher Education
IMS – Information Management System 
I-STAR – Iowa System to Achieve Results
ITBS/ITED – Iowa Test of Basic Skills / Iowa Test of Educational Development
IEP – Individualized Education Program
LEA – Local Educational Agency (referred to as school district or district)
NAEP – National Assessment of Education Progress (national standardized assessment)
NCLB – No Child Left Behind, a federal education law
OSEP – Office of Special Education Programs (Washington, D.C.)
Panel – Special Education Advisory Panel (also referred to as SEAP)
Part B – Special Education Services for Children with Disabilities Ages 3 to 21
Part C – Services for Children Birth through Two Years
RtI – Response to Intervention
SEA – State Education Agency 
SEAP – Special Education Advisory Panel (also referred to as the Panel)
SDI – Specially Designed Instruction
SLP – Speech and Language Pathologist
SPP – State Performance Plan (sometimes called the “Six-Year Performance Plan”)
SSIP – State Systemic Improvement Plan













CONTACT INFORMATION

Ellen McGinnis-Smith
Department of Education
Grimes State Office Building
400 E 14th St
Des Moines IA 50319-0146
Phone: 515-725-2220
Fax: 515-242-5988
E-mail: ellen.mcginnis-smith@iowa.gov

			Jim Flansburg
			Department of Education
			Grimes State Office Building
			400 E 14th St
			Des Moines IA 50319-014	
			Phone: 515-281-5795
			Fax: 515-242-5988
			E-mail: jim.flansburg@iowa.gov















				     



























Appendix A

Student Results and State Performance Plan (SPP) Indicators

	
	Result 1: 	Enter Kindergarten ready to learn to read (December 2013)

· SPP Indicator 6: Least Restrictive Environment Ages 3 – 5
· SPP Indicator 7: Early Childhood Outcomes 
· SPP Indicator: Transition C to B

Result 2: 	Are proficient readers by the end of 3rd grade (January 2014)

· SPP Indicator 5: Least Restrictive Environment ages 6 to 21
· SPP Indicator 9: Disproportionate Representation Due to Inappropriate Identification

Result 3:	Progress at a rate that ensures success across core content areas (January 2014)

· SPP Indicator 3: Participation/Performance on Assessments
· SPP Indicator 11: Timely Initial Evaluations

Result 4: 	Are self-determined (April 2014)
		
· SPP Indicator13: Secondary Transition 

Result 5:	Are engaged in school and community (April 2014)

· SPP Indicator 4: Suspension and Expulsion]
· SPP Indicator 8: Parent Involvement

Result 6:	Graduate from high school (May 2014)

· SPP Indicator 1: Graduation
· SPP Indicator 2: Dropout

Result 7:	College and Career Ready (May 2014)

· Indicator 14: Post-School Outcomes 
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