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The State Board of Education held a telephonic meeting on November 
6, 2013. The following State Board members participated: Rosie 
Hussey, Charlie Edwards, LaMetta Wynn, Mike Knedler, Valorie Kruse, 
Diane Crookham-Johnson, Sister Jude Fitzpatrick, Max Phillips, and 
Edgar Thornton. Rob Porter, Iowa Department of Justice, also 
participated. The following Department of Education (Department) staff 
attended; Brad Buck, Ryan Wise, Nicole Proesch, and Jody Crane. 

STATE BOARD BUSINESS MEETING 

State Board President Rosie Hussey called the meeting to order at 
2:00 p.m. 

Hussey explained that this meeting is being held telephonically because 
it is impractical for the State Board (Board) to meet in person because of 
the physical location of some Board members and the fact that it would 
not be timely to wait until the next Board meeting. 

It was moved by Valorie Kruse and seconded by Mike Knedler that the 
agenda be approved. The motion passed. 

COMMUNICATION 

Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 

BOARD ACTION/DISCUSSION AGENDA 

Review of Previously Submitted Board Decision on Open 
Enrollment Appeal 

Rosie Hussey reminded the Board that this item was addressed at the 
last Board meeting and the Board refused the decision of the 
Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) and the decision of the local board. 
She explained that she asked Department staff for clarification on next 
steps. As a result, the Attorney General's Office was contacted to advise 
the Board on this process. 
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Rob Porter, Assistant Attorney General, Iowa Department of Justice, said that his understanding 
is that there was a proposed open enrollment decision issued relating to the Dallas Center-
Grimes Community School District. The proposed ALJ's decision was not appealed. It was 
submitted to the State Board and the Board voted to vacate the decision and then asked for 
next steps on the appropriate manner for moving forward. 

Porter stated that under Iowa Administrative Code 6.17(7) when a proposed decision is 
submitted to the Board, the Board may affirm, modify, or vacate the decision, or may direct a 
rehearing before the director or the director's designee. Porter discussed each of these options 
in detail and concluded that the only grounds left under the administrative rule would be to 
vacate the decision. 

Porter stated that his read of Iowa Code Chapter 17A says the Board has the right to vacate and 
substitute its own opinion for that of the ALJ. Chapter 17A also requires that opinion to be in 
writing. Porter shared options on how to satisfy the writing requirement. The first option would 
be for the Board to either draft its own ruling or assign it to the Attorney General's Office. The 
second option would be for the Board to assign this back to the original drafter. 

Board members shared comments and the Board agreed that Charlie Edwards would work with 
Rob Porter to draft the Board's ruling. Porter also encouraged other Board members to share 
any thoughts or comments they would like to raise. 

Motion: Diane Crookham-Johnson made a motion and Mike Knedler seconded that the 
State Board assign writing responsibilities for the Board's decision in the Dallas-Center 
Grimes case to Charlie Edwards with assistance from the Attorney General's Office and 
final approval of the decision by the full Board at the next regular Board meeting. 

Vote: The motion carried unanimously. 

Porter said that this situation could come up again in the future especially when the Department 
has its own staff serving as the ALJ. If the Department's counsel will be serving as the ALJ, that 
same ALJ should not be advising the Board. The Attorney General's Office can provide 
guidance to the Board and the Department if needed. Rosie Hussey wants to have a policy to 
this effect. 

There was discussion regarding information that should be included in the Board's decision and 
next steps if the decision is appealed. 

An agenda item will be added to the November 20, 2013, State Board meeting agenda that will 
address the Board's process for vacating ALJ decisions. 

Max Phillips made a motion and Charlie Edwards seconded to adjourn the meeting. The motion 
passed. 

Rosie Hussey adjourned the meeting at 2:30 p.m. 

Rosie Hussey 
President Director 
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