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Executive Summary 
 

March 29, 2012 
 
 
 
 
Agenda Item: Financial Health of Districts – Is the early warning system 

working? 
 
Iowa Goal: All PK-12 students will achieve at a high level. 
 
Equity Impact Adequate and well-managed resources enable equal access  
Statement: to quality programs for all students.   
 
Presenter: Jeff Berger, Deputy Director 
 Division of School Finance and Support Services 
   
Attachments: 2 
 
Recommendation: It is recommended that the State Board hear and discuss 

this information.  
 
Background:   Statute passed several years ago allows the School 

Budget Review Committee (SBRC) to monitor school 
finances and to recommend that the State Board of 
Education initiate an accreditation Phase II visit to 
schools who have experienced more than two 
consecutive years of negative general fund balances.  
The SBRC also monitors the filing of Certified Annual 
Reports and watches district fund balances when 
deciding on requests for additional spending authority.  
This is an update of that process.  
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Letters Sent in 

FY08

Letters Sent in 

FY09

Letters Sent in 

FY10

Letters Sent in 

FY11

Letters to 

be Sent in 

FY12

63 Akron-Westfield Letter

99 Alburnett Letter Letter

126 Algona Letter & Negative

135 Allamakee Letter

153 Allison-Bristow Letter Letter

171 Alta Letter Letter

225 Ames Letter Letter Letter

243 Andrew Letter

279 Aplington-Parkersburg Letter Letter

333 Armstrong-Ringsted Letter

414 Audubon Letter Letter

423 Aurelia Letter Letter

441 A-H-S-T Letter Letter

504 BattleCreek-Ida Grove Letter

657 Eddyville-Blakesburg Letter Letter

720 Bondurant-Farrar Letter Letter

729 Boone Letter

914 C & M Letter Letter Letter

936 Camanche Letter

1062 Center Point-Urbana Letter

1079 Central Lee Letter Letter

1080 Central Negative

1082 Central Clinton Letter

1093 Central Decatur Letter

1134 Charter Oak-Ute Letter

1206 Clarion-Goldfield Letter Letter

1211 Clarke Letter

1215 Clarksville Letter

1218 Clay Central-Everly Letter & Negative Negative Negative

1233 Clear Lake Letter Letter

1332 Colfax-Mingo Letter Letter Letter

1359 Colo-Nesco Letter

1413 Coon Rapids-Bayard Letter Letter

1449 Corwith-Wesley Letter & Negative Negative Letter

1602 Danville Letter Letter

1611 Davenport Letter

History of Notifications of Potential Financial Concerns with Unspent Balance Trend



Letters Sent in 

FY08

Letters Sent in 

FY09

Letters Sent in 

FY10

Letters Sent in 

FY11

Letters to 

be Sent in 

FY12

1638 Decorah Letter Letter

1647 Deep River-Millersburg Letter

1737 Des Moines Letter

1863 Dubuque Letter Letter

1944 Eagle Grove Letter Letter

1965 East Central Letter

1967 East Greene Letter Letter Letter Letter

2007 Eldora-New Providence Letter Letter Letter Letter

2088 Emmetsburg Letter

2151 Exira Letter & Negative Negative Negative Negative

2169 Fairfield Letter Letter & Negative Negative Letter

2205 Farragut Letter Letter

2295 Forest City Letter Letter

2313 Fort Dodge Letter

2367 Fremont Letter

2369 Fremont-Mills Letter

2457 George-Little Rock Letter Letter

2502 Gladbrook-Reinbeck Letter

2511 Glenwood Letter Letter

2673 Nodaway Valley Letter Letter

2718 Griswold

2727 Grundy Center Letter

2754 Guthrie Center Letter Letter

2772 Hamburg Letter Letter Letter & Negative

2781 Hampton-Dumont Letter Letter

2977 Highland Letter

3029 Howard-Winneshiek Letter Letter Letter

3033 Hubbard-Radcliffe Letter Letter Letter

3042 Hudson Letter Letter Letter

3141 Iowa City Letter

3168 IKM Letter

3195 Jefferson-Scranton Letter Letter & Negative

3330 Keota Letter Letter

3348 Kingsley-Pierson Letter

3537 Laurens-Marathon Letter

3555 Lawton-Bronson Letter Letter Letter

3705 Lineville-Clio Letter Letter



Letters Sent in 

FY08

Letters Sent in 

FY09

Letters Sent in 

FY10

Letters Sent in 

FY11

Letters to 

be Sent in 

FY12

3897 LuVerne Letter & Negative

3978 East Mills Letter Letter Letter Letter

4014 Manning Letter

4023 Manson-Northwest Webster Letter Letter Letter

4068 Marcus-Meridian Letter

4122 Martensdale-St. Mary's Letter

4269 Midland Letter

4271 Mid-Prairie Letter Letter

4437 Montezuma Letter

4527 Mount Ayr Letter

4581 Muscatine Letter Letter

4751 Nishna Valley Negative Negative Letter

4761 Nora Springs-Rock Falls Letter Letter Letter

4772 North Central Letter Letter & Negative

4775 Northeast Hamilton Letter Letter Letter

4778 North Kossuth Letter Letter

4860 Odebolt-Arthur Letter Letter

4869 Oelwein Letter Letter

4878 Ogden Letter Letter & Negative Negative

4890 Okoboji Letter Letter

4905 Olin Letter Letter Letter

4978 Orient-Macksburg Letter

4995 Osage Letter Letter Letter

5013 Oskaloosa Letter Letter

5121 Panorama Letter

5160 PCM Letter Letter

5163 Pekin Negative

5184 Perry Letter

5301 Pomeroy-Palmer Letter Letter & Negative Negative Letter

5325 Prairie Valley Letter & Negative Negative Negative

5328 Prescott Letter

5337 Preston Letter Letter

5463 Red Oak Letter Letter

5508 Riceville Letter Letter Letter

5510 Riverside Letter & Negative

5616 Rockwell-Swaledale Letter Letter

5625 Rockwell City-Lytton Negative



Letters Sent in 

FY08

Letters Sent in 

FY09

Letters Sent in 

FY10

Letters Sent in 

FY11

Letters to 

be Sent in 

FY12

5643 Roland Story Letter

5724 Ruthven-Ayrshire Letter Letter

5742 Sac Letter

5751 St. Ansgar Negative

5823 Schaller-Crestland Letter Letter Letter

5868 Sentral Letter Letter Letter Letter

5877 Sergeant Bluff-Luton Letter Letter Letter

5895 Seymour Letter Letter

5922 SCMT Letter Letter Letter

5994 Sibley-Ocheyedan Negative Letter

6012 Sigourney Letter Letter

6030 Sioux Center Letter Letter Letter

6035 Sioux Central Letter

6091 Southern Cal Letter & Negative Negative Negative

6092 South Clay Negative Negative Negative

6094 Southeast Warren Letter

6095 South Hamilton Letter Letter

6096 Southeast Webster-Grand Letter

6097 South Page Letter Letter

6100 South Winneshiek Letter

6101 Southeast Polk Letter Letter Letter Letter

6120 Spirit Lake Letter & Negative

6175 Starmont Letter Letter Letter Letter

6417 Titonka Letter Letter

6460 Tri-Center Letter Letter

6509 Turkey Valley Letter Letter

6516 Twin Rivers Negative Letter

6579 Urbandale Letter Letter Letter

6591 Valley Letter Letter

6592 Van Buren Letter

6633 Ventura Letter Letter

6651 Villisca Letter Letter Letter

6660 Vinton-Shellsburg Letter

6700 Waco Letter Letter Letter Letter

6741 Wall Lake View-Auburn Letter

6759 Wapello Letter Letter

6768 Washington Letter & Negative Letter Letter



Letters Sent in 

FY08

Letters Sent in 

FY09

Letters Sent in 

FY10

Letters Sent in 

FY11

Letters to 

be Sent in 

FY12

6854 Wayne Letter Letter

6937 West Burlington Letter

6950 West Delaware Letter Letter

6969 West Harrison Letter Letter Letter

6990 West Sioux Letter & Negative Letter & Negative

6992 Westwood Letter Letter Letter

7056 Winterset Letter Letter Letter

7083 Woden-Crystal Lake Letter & Negative Letter & Negative

7098 Woodbury Central Letter Letter

7110 Woodward Granger Letter

60 letters 102 letters 46 letters 46 letters 27 letters

11 new 5 new



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

A B C D E F G H

Fiscal Year Letters Sent Negative Districts Most Negative Least Negative

2007 16 -$640,183 -$10,543

2008 19 -$838,228 -$21,239

2009 102 13 -$548,660 -$11,128

2010 46 10 -$751,413 -$111,540

2011 46 6 -$131,054 -$11,506

2012 27
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