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FIRST EVER, NATIONAL DATA COLLECTION 

“STAND UP AND BE COUNTED!” 

     The National Association of School Nurses (NASN) and the National Association of  

State School Nurse Consultants (NASSNC) have collaborated together to create a national 

data collection from all school nurses across the nation. We are asking school nurses from 

Iowa to stand up and be counted for the 2014-2015 School Year.  The first data collec-

tion will consist of a one time report of the number of students in your district whom have 

been medically diagnosed with: Seizure Disorder,  Life Threatening Allergy 

(Anaphylaxis), Type 1 DM, Type 2 DM, and Asthma.  The first collection will be due on 

December 1, 2014, to the State Nurse Consultant, Melissa Walker, at melis-

sa.walker@iowa.gov. The number of districts reporting and the number of diagnoses will 

be aggregated and submitted at a national level. 

     The second collection of data will be dispositions, meaning the number of students a 

Registered Nurse sees in the health office on a daily basis and  the number of three out-

comes related to that visit. These outcomes are: the student was returned to class, 911 

called, or did the student get sent home. This data collection can be turned in at the end 

of the year in June 2015 or the end of your school year, whichever Iowa weather permits 

to occur first. This second data collection can also be submitted to : 

melissa.walker@iowa.gov.  

DATA DETAILS! 

Who is your Data Champion in Your District: If you have more than one school 

nurse, stand up and volunteer to be the one to report for your district 

What forms will I need to report: The Data Collection Tool is an excel spreadsheet 

that can be found at http://www.nasn.org/Research/StepUpBeCounted 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 Iowa School Nurse Data Collection 

 Suicide Prevention Training 

 Child Abuse Mandatory Reporter Training 

 Scope of Practice In School Setting 

 Seizure Training 
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“ Data is used to define how you practice in the School Setting, the popu-
lation of students you care for, the school setting in which you work, and 
the outcomes of the care you provided.” 

   The Iowa Department of Public Health has a free suicide training program for  all Iowa Middle School 

and High School Staff. As school nurses, many provide care for students in this grade range . This train-

ing is free for all school district staff to use for the next two years. 

     In summary, the Iowa Department of Education and the Iowa Department of Public Health are part-

nering together to provide school district’ free, evidence based, online training for suicide prevention 

called The  Gatekeeper  Suicide Prevention Training. 

      Iowa Department of Public Health received the Garrett Lee Smith State Youth Suicide Prevention 

Grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMSHA). The name of the 

IDPH’s project is Youth and Young Adult Suicide Prevention Program (Y-YASP).  The project is aimed to 

include specific steps to reduce suicides, suicidal behavior, and suicide risk among youth and young 

adults aged 10-24 years old. For More Information, read below: 

How do I  set up an account and access this training? 

Follow this Link :   http://iowa.kognito.com/ 

Want to see the  fact sheet? 

Follow this link: 

http://www.idph.state.ia.us/bh/common/pdf/student_mental_health.pdf 

There is a 30 minute taped webinar that you can access the walks you through the training and the actual 

link to sign up for the training. This webinar is presented by Lori Janjigian of Kognito, who will conduct a 

live demonstration of the training and shows data supporting its impact on behavior change. Kognito is a 

developer of online gatekeeper training simulations in the areas of health & behavioral health.  

Who to  contact for more information? 

 Pat McGovern at pat.mcgovern@uiowa.edu  

 

 

DATA DETAILS (CONTINUED) 

FREE SUICIDE PREVENTION TRAINING 

IS THIS REQUIRED?   It is strongly 

encouraged that you do participate, alt-

hough it is not a requirement. 

THE BENEFIT TO PARTICIPATION? 

How many times have school nurses an-

swered the question of “what do you do?” 

This data will give concrete numbers to 

share with administration, staff, and your 

school board about the nursing services in 

their district and the outcomes for stu-

dents related to this service. 

HOW WILL THIS DATA BE USED? 

The data will only be used in aggregate 

form with no district or person identified. 

 May be posted to the State Website 

 Used to compare to other National 

Data Sets 

 Used in National Trainings 

 Will be used to compare the models 

of care versus student outcomes 

 Will  be used to demonstrate the 

value of school health services 

 Can be used at a local level for com-

munication with administration re-

garding health services provided in 

the school setting 

KICKING THE YEAR 

OFF BY ORGANIZATION 

WITH THE BACK TO 

SCHOOL NASN 

TOOLKIT! 

The National Association of School 

Nurses has a great check list for 

school nurse’s to utilize when getting 

their offices in order for the whirl-

wind beginning of the 2014-2015 

School Year.  

This document has numerous links 

to great resources  that school nurses 

need during the year with students. 

This document can be found at: 

http://www.nasn.org/

ToolsResources/

BacktoSchoolToolkit 

Take a few minutes and check this 

document out to see if it can help get 

your year off the ground and running 

smoothly! 
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FREE  MANDATORY CHILD AND ADULT  

ABUSE REPORTER TRAINING 

      August 2014, Iowa Public Television is offering the Mandatory Reporter Training for Child & Dependent 

Adult Abuse online for school administrators, teachers, school support staff, and others who interact with 

students in Iowa. IPTV is offering this service free of charge. 

   

    In Iowa, law requires individuals applying for a license, renewing a license, or obtaining an  authorization 

certificate issued by the Board of Educational Examiners (BOEE) to provide proof of completion of an ap-

proved ‘Mandatory Child and Dependent Adult Abuse Reporter Training’ program. 

   

     Following the completion of this 3-hour, approved training (#2032) and evaluation (Survey Monkey), 

registrants will receive a certificate of training completion via email that will be good for 5 years from the 

date of the training.  Each employee will have to sign in individually for this training. 

For more questions regarding 

this training, please contact:  

Abby K. Brown 

Educational Telecommunica-

tions 

Iowa Public Television 

6450 Corporate Drive                                                                                                    

Johnston, IA 50131 

(800) 532-1290 

(515) 725-9721 

abby@iptv.org 

 

BRAIN INJURY   

COMMUNITY OF  

PRACTICE 

NEWS IN IOWA 

The  Traumatic Brain Injury Com-

munity of Practice worked to-

wards the goal to develop a uni-

versal tool that youth with brain 

injury can have follow them across 

settings (home, community, hos-

pital, school). The goal of the tool 

was to provide information on 

services that the child/family may 

need after a brain injury.  

To access the Moderate/Severe 

Brain Care Tool, follow this link 

and go to “other resources”:  

http://www.idph.state.ia.us/acbi/ 

For more information con-

tact the Council's staff: Mag-

gie Ferguson, Brain Injury 

Program Manager, at (515) 

281-8465 

 

Unintentional Injury 

and Violence  

The 2014 Safety Children’s Net-

work State Fact Sheet was released 

in May, for Iowa. The fact sheet 

contains data related to uninten-

tional injury and violence for 

children ages 1-18 years old. The 

major cause of injury death in 

2006-2010 was high for children 

15-19 years old. 257 children were 

unintentional injuries, followed by 

152 suicides. 

 

To see the complete fact sheet 

comparing Iowa to the Nation, 

follow this link: 

 http://

www.childrenssafetynetwork.org/

state/iowa/2014 

 

There is Power in Knowledge! Become a life  long learner! 
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Subject to LEA Submission/Review 

GOOD THINGS TO 

DOWNLOAD INTO A 

FILE  

FOR EASY ACCESS  

FROM THE  

IOWA DEPARTMENT  

OF EDUCATION 

“SCHOOL NURSE” 

SITE: 

 Legal Reference Sum-

mary 

 Delegation and The 

Iowa School Nurse 

 Emergency School 

Health Planning 

 Guidelines for Man-

agement of Chronic 

Conditions In Iowa 

Schools 

 

To access these docu-

ments, follow the link: 

  https://

www.educateiowa.gov/pk

-12/learner-supports/

school-nurse 

 

 

 

Iowa Code §256.11(9B) District shall have a school nurse to provide 

health services. District shall work toward goal of one school nurse for 

every 750 students enrolled. School nurse means a person who holds an 

endorsement (RN from Board of Nursing). 
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Bulletin Board Idea:  

“How Much Sugar Is In Your Drink?” 

2013-2014 PART TIME SCHOOL NURSE DATA 
Subject to LEA Submission/Review 

https://www.educateiowa.gov/pk-12/learner-supports/school-nurse
https://www.educateiowa.gov/pk-12/learner-supports/school-nurse


 

“Student’s may not remember your name...but they will always remem-
ber how you made them feel.” 

 Iowa Has 345 Districts 

 Iowa Has 503,805 Students 

 19 School Districts Contract Nursing Services for 26,741 Students 

 38 School Districts Share Nursing Services for 16,952 Students 

 288 School Districts  Have Employed Nurses for 460,112 Students 

 

Subject to LEA Submission/Review  

 

 

2013-2014 IOWA SCHOOL NURSE DATA 

IOWA SCHOOL NURSE DATA  2013-2014 

   SUBJECT TO LEA SUBMISSION/REVIEW 
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IOWA BOARD OF EDUCATION EX-

AMINERS 

282—16.3(272) School nurse. A 

person who has passed the registered 

nurse examination and is licensed by 

the Iowa board of nursing may obtain 

a statement of professional recogni-

tion (SPR) from the board of educa-

tional examiners. 

16.3(2) Requirements for the 

SPR: 

a. Applicant has passed the registered 

nurse examination, is licensed by the 

Iowa board of nursing and has a bac-

calaureate degree. 

b. While employed by an accredited K

-12 school district, applicant main-

tains licensure with the Iowa board of 

nursing. 

16.3(4) Local requirements. A 

school district may require an SPR, 

but the board of educational examin-

ers does not require an SPR for nurses 

working in a school district. 



Mark Your Calendar 

Upcoming Training 

From The  

University of Iowa 

2014 Annual School 

Nurse Conference 

October 9-10, 2014 

West Des Moines 

Sheraton Hotel 

Some Conference Topics 

Include: 

Adverse Childhood Experi-

ences (ACEs)in Iowa 

 

Cyberbullying 

 

Immunization Update 

 

Working with Children from 

Low-Income Families 

 

Legal Aspects of Medicaid 

Billing 

 

Food Allergies 

 

For More Information as 

this registration becomes 

available, follow the link to:  

http://

www.continuetolearn.uiowa.

edu/conferenceslist/

upcomingconferences.aspx 

 

 

SCHOOL NURSES, WHAT DO THEY DO: 

Here is how a new school nurse joins listserv: 

To Join send an email to School Nurse List Serve: 

Join-iowasn@lists.ed.iowa.gov 

To cancel the mailing list, send a blank email to: 

Leave-iowasn@listss.ed.iowa.gov 

No other commands are necessary and joining is free. Also when send-

ing messages please include your school, address, and phone number. 

Also, it is very helpful if you collect and send out the responses you re-

ceive back to the list for others to view. 

Just as a friendly reminder, please use best practice when commenting 

or submitting on list serve. Please ensure that nothing is personally 

identifiable with students. This is a public forum for school nurses to 

collaborate and share resources. Anything posted can be utilized as a 

headline in your local paper. 

LISTSERV UPDATE “HOW TO JOIN” 
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Have you ever been asked what you do?  

“A LOT”  really doesn’t define school nursing, does it?  

Here are a few descriptions I have heard: 

The School Nurse provides population based healthcare for students to 

promote their access to a healthy, safe environment and education. 

The School Nurse acts as a liaison translating medical and educational 

goals by providing case management for the student to promote com-

munication between the school and medical community to  meet the 

student’s needs in the school setting. 

How would you define what you do?  

“Share Your Definition on the Listserv!” 

     IOWA SCHOOL NURSE ORGANIZATION 

“The Iowa School Nurse Organization (ISNO) supports school nurses in the 

delivery of health services designed to improve the health and academic suc-

cess of children.” 

To Check Out The ISNO Site, follow this link:  

http://www.isno.org/ 

http://www.continuetolearn.uiowa.edu/favicon.ico
http://www.continuetolearn.uiowa.edu/favicon.ico
http://www.continuetolearn.uiowa.edu/favicon.ico
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http://www.isno.org/


“I’m a School Nurse! What’s Your Super Power?” 

§The Registered Nurse can practice in the school setting to provide nursing services to the 

student population, by following the scope and standards stated in the Nurse Practice Act 

[655IAC]. 

§The Licensed Practical Nurse can function in two ways in the school setting:  

1.as delegated and supervised by the RN within the same building as  defined by the IBON as 

"proximate area" [655IAC,Chapter 6,6.3(7)"b"]. 

2. The licensed practical nurse shall be permitted to provide supportive and restorative care to a 

specific student in the school setting in accordance with the student’s health plan when under the 

supervision of and as delegated by the registered nurse employed by the school district [655IAC, 

Chapter 6.6(2)]. 

§CNA,CMA: These certifications are regulated by the Department of Inspection and Appeals/

IDPH. These certifications are not stated that the individual may practice school nursing in the 

State of Iowa as defined by the Nurse Practice Act  or the IBOEE [655 IAC, Chapter 6.1(152) and 

282-16.3(272)].   

     The Epilepsy Foundation’s Iowa pro-

gram provides direct support and educa-

tion to persons with epilepsy and mem-

bers of their families, caregivers, profes-

sionals and the community.  They facili-

tate support groups throughout the state, 

an epilepsy youth council for teens and 

young adults, Studio E – The Epilepsy Art 

Therapy program and an annual statewide 

family/caregiver conference.  They pro-

vide youth scholarships to attend an epi-

lepsy camp, advocate for improved laws in 

the state  and provide free seizure recogni-

tion and first aid trainings for a wide vari-

ety of groups.   

     FREE Seizure Recognition and 

First Aid Trainings for the Schools 

include:  Managing Students with Sei-

zures:  A Training for School Nurses, Sei-

zure Training for School Personnel, Take 

Charge of the Facts:  Seizure Training for 

High School Students, Take Charge of the 

Storm:  Seizure Training for Middle 

School Students, Seizure Training for Bus 

Drivers and Education through children’s 

books for Elementary Students.   

 

Who To Contact: 

Director of Iowa Epilepsy Services 

Roxanne Cogil: 515-238-7660 

Email: efiowa@efncil.org  

Website: The Epilepsy Foundation  

www.epilepsy.com  

Check this site out for additional infor-

mation or to schedule a training at your 

school. 

SCOPE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONALS/SUPPORT STAFF IN THE 

SCHOOL SETTING 

EPILEPSY FOUNDATION FREE TRAINING 
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Please Feel Free to Contact Me 

Anytime via Phone Call or 

Email 

 

I hope you all have a wonder-

ful start to the 2014-2015 

School Year! 

Melissa Walker RN 

Iowa Department of Education 

School Nurse-Program Consultant 

Bureau of Nutrition & Health Services 

400 East 14th Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0146 

melissa.walker@iowa.gov 

Office: 515-281-5327 

Fax:515-242-5988 

 

 

 

Melissa Walker RN 

Iowa Department of Education 

School Nurse-Program Consultant 

Bureau of Nutrition and Health Services 

400 East 14th Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0146 

melissa.walker@iowa.gov 

Office: 515-281-5327 

Fax:515-242-5988 

 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

SCHOOL NURSE NEWS 

HEALTHY SNACK IDEA! 


