Emergency School Health Planning

The goal of the emergency school health plan in each school building is to provide a safe and healthy learning
environment for students and school personnel. The school plan considers the total population needs and resources.

The comprehensive emergency school health guideline components include:

o Identify students with possible health emergencies needing an individual school health plan,

e  Write emergency school individual health plans for identified students with families and healthcare providers,

e Implement and follow medication protocols (physician order, parent consent, storage, access, administration,
and self administration),

e Describe a healthy school environment coordinated approach (classroom, cafeteria, buses, playground,

extracurricular activities, before and after school activities, field trips, and community use of facilities),

Identify communication and confidentiality protocols,

Specify the standard emergency response for unexpected health emergencies,

Provide professional development and training for school personnel,

Provide awareness education and resources for students, parents, and caregivers, and

Practice, monitor, evaluate, and update the plan continually.

Due to the possibility of many different health emergencies requiring school health services, consider a broad policy
(vs. an individual policy on each emergency) with general protocols for unanticipated emergencies and specifying
individual plans for known possible emergencies based on the above guiding components. Health emergencies could
include respiratory, cardiovascular, endocrine, and neurological (trouble breathing, rapid heart rate, low and high
blood sugar, seizures, anaphylaxis, and injuries). Note: The Pharmacy lowa Administrative Code, 657 IAC 8.20
Valid prescriber/patient relationships, requires a prescription drug to be for an individual with no authority for a
standing order (does not allow a prescription drug on hand not prescribed for a specific individual).
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