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	(  Authorized Representative


DATE:

May 23, 2012
TO:
Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) Center-based Institutions

FROM:

Robin Holz, Consultant




Bureau of Nutrition and Health
SUBJECT:
Prohibition of Separation by Gender 
Institutions and facilities that receive funds from Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) Federal Child Nutrition programs, under the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), including the CACFP, may not separate participants by gender in the service of Program meals.  In addition, this requirement applies to participants who do not consume Program meals, but are in a facility that receives federal funds from FNS.  
FNS does not have the authority to grant States and/or Program providers a waiver to the requirements.  An exemption by an institution controlled by a religious organization may be filed with the USDA pursuant to 15 C.F.R. 15a.12(b).  The exemption must be in writing and by the most senior official of the requesting institutions.  The request may also identify which part of the policy violates a specific tenet of the religious organization.
Please contact Robin Holz at robin.holz@iowa.gov or 515-281-3484 if you have questions.
Center


2012-9













_1356838473.doc




Championing Excellence for all Iowa Students through Leadership and Service







Grimes State Office Building - 400 E 14th St - Des Moines IA  50319-0146







PHONE (515) 281-5294 FAX (515) 242-5988







www.iowa.gov/educate














