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State Minimum Faculty Credential Standards Expanded

egislation passed by the
82nd General Assembly
has expanded the pool of

college faculty required to meet
state minimum faculty standards.

With the passage of Senate File
588 in 2007, minimum faculty
standards were expanded to
apply to not only full-time faculty
but those under contract for half
-time or more as well.

Earlier this year, the legislature
made further changes to the
standards with the passage of
House File 2679. By July I,
2011, all community college
instructors teaching college
credit coursework must meet
state minimum standards —
including adjunct faculty. The
only exception to these stan-
dards are developmental educa-
tion instructors teaching only
courses that are not intended to
transfer or to complete a de-
gree. The standards do not
apply to instructors of non-
credit courses.

In accordance with the changes
in lowa Code, the Department
has proposed revisions to Chap-
ters 21 and 24 of the lowa Ad-
ministrative Code (281). These
proposed regulations were pre-
sented to the State Board of
Education and stakeholder
groups. The State Board issued
a “Notice of Intent to Adopt
Rules,” which was followed by a
public comment period and a
public hearing held September
19. The State Board of Educa-
tion will consider adoption of
the administrative rules on No-
vember 3. If approved, the ten-
tative effective date is January
21, 2009.

The state accreditation process
ensures that state standards
such as minimum faculty stan-
dards are met within the con-
text of continuous institutional
improvement. Each college is

Minimum Faculty Standards (IAC 281-21.3)

Career and Technical (CTE) Instructors
CTE instructors shall be registered, certified, or licensed in the

occupational area in which the state requires registration, certi-
fication or licensure, and shall hold the appropriate registration,

certificate, or licenses for the occupational area in which the
instructor is teaching, and shall meet either of the two follow-
ing qualifications:

M

)

A baccalaureate or graduate degree in the area or
related area of study or occupational area in which
the instructor is teaching classes.

OR
Special training and at least 6,000 hours of recent
and relevant work experience in the occupational
area or related occupational area in which the in-
structor teaches classes if the instructor possesses
less than a baccalaureate degree.

Arts and Sciences Instructors
Arts and Sciences instructors shall meet either of the two fol-
lowing qualifications:

M

)

Possess a master’s degree from a regionally accredited
graduate school, and have successfully completed 12
credit hours of graduate level courses in each field of
instruction in which the instructor is teaching classes.
OR
Have two or more years of successful experience in a
professional field or area in which the instructor is
teaching classes and in which post-baccalaureate
recognition or professional licensure is necessary for
practice, including but not limited to the fields or
areas of accounting, engineering, law, law enforce-
ment, and medicine.

Definitions (IAC 281-21.3(2))

“Recent and relevant work experience” - Each community college
must determine what constitutes recent and relevant work ex-
perience for career and technical education instructors,

“Field of instruction” — The determination of what constitutes
each field of instruction should be based on accepted practices
of regionally-accredited two and four-year institutions of higher
education.

subject to accreditation by the
State Board of Education. The
Department’s accreditation
process includes protocol re-
lated to instructor credentialing
requirements and college per-

sonnel policies.

For more information, please
contact Jeremy Varner at 515-
281-3866 or Colleen Hunt at
515.-281-0319.
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