
The child identification system in Iowa is an ongoing program involving local education agencies 

(LEAs), area education agencies (AEAs), and the State Education Agency (SEA).  Its principle 

function is to facilitate the identification, evaluation and placement of children with disabilities in 

an educational program that is appropriate to their needs.  Iowa’s system contains the following 

components: initial identification/referral, evaluation, service delivery, and reevaluation.  In 

addition to education agencies and depending on the age of the child served, identification 

activities may be conducted with the Iowa Department of Human Services, the Iowa Department 

of Public Health, public and private preschool facilities, local hospitals, public and private family 

and pediatric physicians, and a variety of parent support groups which function within the 

geographic boundaries of each AEA.  These agencies receive periodic updates, which describe 

referral procedures to assist in the child identification process.  These activities continue 

throughout each year.  

 
are provided and administered in the language and form most likely to yield accurate 

information on what the child knows and can do academically, developmentally, and 

functionally, unless it is not clearly feasible to so provide or administer

 



 

 

 

 

 

 An evaluation shall include collection of additional information needed to design 

interventions intended to resolve the presenting problem, behaviors of concern, or suspected 

disability, including, if appropriate, assessment or evaluation of health, vision, hearing, social 

and emotional status, general intelligence, academic performance, communicative status, 



adaptive behavior and motor abilities. Evaluations are sufficiently comprehensive to identify 

all of the child’s special education and related services needs, whether or not commonly 

linked to the disability category in which the child has been classified (if any).  

 

 

 The screening of a student by a teacher or specialist to determine appropriate instructional 

strategies for curriculum implementation shall not be considered to be an evaluation.

 During the evaluation process, the public agencies shall comply with any progress monitoring 

standards established by the Department.

As part of an initial full and individual evaluation and as part of any reevaluation, the IEP team 

and, as appropriate, other qualified professionals, shall:  

 

 

 and the educational needs of the child

academic achievement and related developmental needs of the 

child

The group that conducts the review may conduct its review and make decisions without a 

meeting. Team members shall administer tests and other evaluation materials and use assessment 

tools and strategies as needed to produce the data identified above. 

A parent of a child, an AEA, or a LEA may initiate a request for an initial evaluation to 

determine if the child is a child with a disability.  This initial evaluation shall be completed to 

determine whether a child is a child with a disability within 60 calendar days of the public agency 

receiving parental consent for the evaluation, unless otherwise provided by law. The appropriate 

educational needs of the child will also be identified during this evaluation. 



 

Upon completing the full and individual initial evaluation, the IEP team and other qualified 

professionals as appropriate shall determine whether the individual is an individual with a 

disability and whether the educational interventions that the individual requires constitute the 

provision of special education and related services. A copy of the evaluation report and the 

documentation of determination of eligibility shall be provided to the parent.  The AEA and LEA 

shall seek to obtain informed consent from the parent before providing special education and 

related services to the child. An individual shall not be determined to be an eligible individual if 

the determinant factor for the decision is a lack of appropriate instruction in reading, including 

the essential components of reading instruction, a lack of instruction in math, or limited English 

proficiency. 

Each agency shall assure that the IEP of each eligible individual is reviewed and that a 

reevaluation of each eligible individual is conducted every three years or more frequently if 

conditions warrant, if an eligible individual’s parent or teacher requests an evaluation, or before 

determining that the individual is no longer eligible. A reevaluation of an eligible individual is 

not required before the termination of eligibility due to graduation with a regular high school 

diploma, or exceeding the age eligibility for FAPE under these rules.  

 

It is the policy of the state of Iowa that specific provisions on evaluation of students suspected of 

having specific learning disabilities are as set forth in its special education rules.  See Iowa 

Admin. Code rr. 281—41.307 to 41.311. 

 

Specific rules on consent, including consent for evaluations, reevaluations, and provision of 

initial services, are contained in the State’s “Procedural Safeguards” policy and incorporated 

herein by this reference. 

 


