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Request for Specially Accredited Status Pella Christian
High School (Code 63-5166-8302)

Iowa Goal:

All K-12 students will achieve at a high level.
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281 Iowa Administrative Code 12.5(8) requires that each
school and school district incorporate multicultural and
gender fair goals for the educational program into its
comprehensive school improvement plan.

Presenter:

None (Consent agenda)

Attachments:
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Recommendation:

It is recommended that the State Board approve the
request to grant Specially Accredited status to Pella
Christian High School (Pella, IA) grades 9-12.

Background:

Iowa Code section 256.11(13) authorizes the State Board
of Education to grant Specially Accredited status to
private high schools or combined junior-senior high
schools operated for the express purpose of preparing
students for college. In order to qualify for this status,
schools must provide annual proof that:
At least 80 percent of those graduating from the
school for each of the last four years have been
accepted by accredited four-year or equivalent
liberal arts, scientific, or technological colleges or
universities.

The school provides at least the minimum courses
to be offered and taught required by Iowa Code
section 256.11, including six units of English/
language arts, four units of a sequential program
in mathematics and two additional units of
mathematics, five units of science, five units of
social studies, and four sequential units of foreign
language.
In addition, the school must provide:
A count of student enrollment, by grade level.
Certification that the school facility is in
compliance with the fire code.
Certification that licensed staff has received preservice physicals.
There are currently eight schools on the specially
accredited list of college preparatory schools in Iowa.
These schools are eligible for textbook and transportation
funds. However, these schools are not held to the same
level of accountability as are fully accredited schools.
Per statute, they are not required to file an Annual
Progress Report with their constituents or with the Iowa
Department of Education (Department), nor do they
prepare a Comprehensive School Improvement Plan
(CSIP). The CSIP is another document that
demonstrates to the public and the Department the
school, parental, and community involvement in
assessing educational needs, and establishes local
education standards and student achievement levels,
and, as applicable, the consolidation of federal and state
planning, goal-setting, and reporting requirements.
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