Iowa Department of Education

Updated 10/25/2011


Request for Waiver from Definition of “UNIT” in 281—IAC 12.5(14) and “CREDIT (EXAMINATION)” in 281—IAC 12.5(15)
(for implementation in the 2012-2013 School Year)

Request Due On or Before January 1, 2012)

Send the completed form below (and all attachments) to this address:

Del Hoover, Deputy Division Administrator

Division of Learning and Results 
Bureau of Accreditation and Improvement Services

Iowa Department of Education

Grimes State Office Building

400 E 14th Street
Des Moines, IA 50319-0146

	School District Name
	AEA

	
	

	School District Contact Person
	Phone

	
	


	Required Components for a General Accreditation Standards Exemption Request

	a) The standard or standards for which the exemption is requested. In the box below, please list the specific accreditation standard or standards from which exemption is sought. Include the legal citation from Chapter 12.

	12.5(14)

Unit.

A unit is a course which meets one of the following criteria: it is taught for at least 200 minutes per week for 36 weeks; it is taught for the equivalent of 120 hours of instruction; or it is an equated requirement as a part of an innovative program filed as prescribed in rule12.9(256). A fractional unit shall be calculated in a manner consistent with this subrule. Multiple-section courses taught at the same time in a single classroom situation by one teacher do not meet this unit definition for the assignment of a unit of credit. However, the third and fourth years of a foreign language may be taught at the same time by one teacher in a single classroom situation each yielding a unit of credit.
12.5(15)

Credit.

A student shall receive a credit or a partial credit upon successful completion of a course which meets one of the criteria in subrule 12.5(14). The board may award credit on a performance basis through the administration of an examination, provided the examination covers the content ordinarily included in the regular course.



	b) A rationale for each general accreditation standard identified in item “a.”  In the box below, describe the rationale for the request for exemption. This answers the question “why.”

	The district would like to create competency-based pathways for students that uses standards and evidence as the baseline and bases advancement and credit on what students know or are able to do rather than on time.


	c) The sources of supportive research evidence and information, when appropriate, that were analyzed and used to form the basis of each rationale. In the box below, provide at least one research citation.

	Delivering on the Promise:  The Education Revolution (2009). R.A. DeLorenzo, W.J. Battino, R.M. Schreiber, and B.G. Carrio. Solution Tree: Bloomington, Indiana.

Re-Inventing Schools Coalition (RISC) http://www.reinventingschools.org/resources/results/ 

International Association for K-12 Online Learning (iNACOL) http://www.inacol.org/research/competency/index.php   
Marzano study of the RISC competency-based education program http://www.marzanoresearch.com/documents/RISC_vs_Non_RISC.pdf   




	d) How the school or school district staff collaborated with the local community or with the school improvement advisory committee about the need for the exemption request.  In the box below, describe how local stakeholders played a role in determining that this request for exemption from accreditation standards is appropriate and needed.

	

	e) Evidence that the board approved the exemption request.

	__________
Attached is a copy of the board minutes in which the school board approved this request 

for exemption from accreditation standards.



	f) A list of the indicators that will be measured to determine success. In the box below, list the measurable indicator or indicators that the school or school district will use to measure whether the exemption from standards has accomplished the purpose for which the exemption was designed. 

	

	g) How the school or school district will measure the success of the standards exemption plan on improving student achievement or performance. In the box below, list the assessment(s) that the school or school district will use to measure the indicators listed in “f.”

	

	Required Signatures

	_____________________________________________________District Name

_____________________________________________________Superintendent

_____________________________________________________Board President

_____________________________________________________Date




The Department of Education will complete this section. 

General Accreditation Standards 281—IAC Chapter 12
Exemption Request Form 

(for implementation in the 2012-2013 school year)
	Yes
	No
	Required Components for a General Accreditation Standards Exemption Request

	
	
	a) The standard or standards for which the exemption is requested.

	
	
	b) A rationale for each general accreditation standard identified in item “a.”

	
	
	c) The citation of research, when appropriate, that was analyzed and used to form the basis of each rationale.

	
	
	d) How the school or school district’s staff collaborated with the local community or with the school improvement advisory committee about the need for the exemption request.

	
	
	e) Evidence that the board approved the exemption request.

	
	
	f) A list of the indicators that will be measured to determine success.

	
	
	g) How the school or school district will measure the success of the standards exemption plan on improving student achievement or performance.


	Yes
	No
	Results of Request for Exemption of 
General Accreditation Standards

	
	
	Pursuant to the provisions of 281—IAC 12.9(256), the Department grants your school district’s request for waiver from the definition of “unit” for the 2012-2013 school year. 

	Department Comments:
Approved by:
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