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www.educateiowa.gov. We At long last, | am pleased to say the 2011 legislative session has come to a close. While no

hope our audience finds side got completely what they wanted, | have high hopes the legislature has provided a sustain-

the new design features able level of funding for education for the next two years, and that we

helpful when searching for will set the state's budget on a course to greater availability of re-

information. If you need sources in the days ahead. While this was a bruising and long legisla-

assistance with the website tive session for everyone, | remain relentlessly optimistic about our

pl ease donét he future.

contact us. In the days ahead, we (as a state) will consider what steps we will

take to build a truly world-class school system in lowa and how we will

New design features : reach the Governor's stated goal of having the best schools in the

Jason Glass, Director

country, if not the world. The boldness of this goal and the effort that
e Audience-focused will be required to achieve it raises fear in many. What if we can't do it? What if we fail? |
homepage would say look into the eyes of the school children in any lowa community and ask "how can

we not do all we can to reach this goal?"

e Social media Our process in the days ahead is fairly simple. First, we must come to agreement that there
integration including is indeed a problem and that we have room to improve. Reflexively, many will rise up to defend
blogs, Facebook, the status quo, or argue the depth and complexity of our problems are too great to confront.
Flickr, YouTube, and We must reject this fatalism. We will also see those who would use this time as a political op-
Twitter portunity and who will seek to use strategies of "blame and shame" to hurl vitriol at our schools

and our educators. These attacks are neither accurate nor helpful. Our first critical step is in
the formation of some consensus that we all have a moral obligation to take up the work of im-
proving our schools.

Next, we must work together with open hearts and minds to identify those specific tactics
and strategies we will take together to improve our schools. These approaches must transcend
politics, party, and ideology and instead be focused squarely on what will yield the best out-
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White House Rural Council strengthens rural communities

The White House today announced the establishment of the first White
House Rural Council. While rural communities face challenges, they also pre-
sent economic potential. To address these challenges, build on the Administra-
tionébs rural economic strategy, and
the President Obama signed an executive order establishing the White House
Rural Council.

The White House Rural Council will
coordinate programs across govern-
ment to encourage public-private part-
nerships to promote further economic
prosperity and quality of life in rural
communities nationwide. Chaired by
Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack,
the Council will be responsible for providing recommendations for investment in rural
areas and will coordinate Federal engagement with a variety of rural stakeholders,
including agricultural organizations, small businesses, and state, local, and tribal gov-
ernments.

In the coming months, the White House Rural Council
will focus on job creation and economic development by
increasing the flow of capital to rural areas, promoting inno-
vation, expanding digital and physical networks, and cele-
brating opportunity through Americads natural resources.
The Council will begin by discussing key factors for growth.

For more information please see the Presidentédés Execu-

tive Order here: http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/

files/uploads/2011ruralcouncil eo rel.pdf.
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outcomes for our students. This phase will involve a great deal of discussion and consideration, including the engagement of
our honored legislators and Governor in this process.

Finally, we will come to the hard work of enacting our plans. Meaningful change comes not from quick fixes or "silver bullet"
approaches, but from focused, committed, and sustained effort. We can build a world class school system for lowa and we will
build it to last. The exceptional education students will get in this new system will be our legacy and gift to the children of lowa.

I look forward to seeing you at the upcoming education summit in Des Moines later this month. We have assembled a re-
markably talented and diverse group of speakers with the goal of starting great conversations across lowa about how we im-
prove our schools.

As always, thank you for all that you do and for the dedication you provide to your students, schools, and communities. |
honor your efforts and am always at your service.

- Jason E. Glass
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